To: 
Faculty Senate Executive Committee

Dr. Becky LeDocq, Faculty Senate Chair

From: 
Graduate Curriculum Committee (GCC)

Dr. Carol Angell, GCC Chair
Date: 
January 12, 2010

RE: 
Special Charge Report

Upon receiving related special charges, representation from the Graduate Curriculum Committee and the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee met to discuss the common special charges.   A draft document was proposed and given to both University Curriculum Committees for consideration. After considering the document and special charges given the GCC put forward the following recommendations regarding the special charges. (I would be happy to forward you a copy of the draft document put forward by the subcommittee.)
Special Charge Points and GCC Responses
· Review existing policies to determine whether they are sufficient for the review of courses with an online component.
The existing policies are sufficient for the review of all university courses regardless of delivery format.  The delivery method (online, hybrid, face-to-face) is the duty of the academic department and should not change the course content and objectives put forward on the LX form.  Review of course components is consistent across delivery method(s) selected on the LX form. GCC does not recommend any change to the existing course review policy.
· Discuss the question of what types of changes to a course (e.g. change in course format – shift to hybrid/ online, lab to lecture) should require GCC approval and, if needed, develop policies to re-review existing courses undergoing such changes. Make any appropriate recommendations to Senate.

The current LX form and proposed LX form, not yet shared campus-wide, contains checkboxes at the top indicating the types of changes being made to a course. Each of these changes when proposed must come before GCC for consideration and approval.  Currently, all changes indicated on the LX form are brought forward for committee consideration and approval.  GCC does not recommend re-review of existing university course LXs when the mode of delivery is changed.  GCC recommends that when the new LX form is released for use that departments check all modes of delivery that may be used to deliver course content.

Discussion regarding the need for data collection concerning general university need of technology resources can currently be determined using existing data available in the Records and Registration Office.  Discussion regarding quality of instruction, online &/or face-to-face deliveries, did arise, but was deemed the duty of the academic department.
