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May 16, 2005
TO: Bruce Riley, Chair
Faculty Senate
FROM: Rebecca LeDocq, Chair
Faculty Development Committee
RE: Report of Activities

This year the Faculty Development Commuttes tried a new approach to the request for proposals.
Rather than one round of Faculty Development Grants in the fall followed by a round of Scholarship
of Teaching and Learning Grants in the spring, the Committee set the deadlines so that both sets of
proposals would come in at the same time. Both types of grants were called Faculty Development
Grants with subtitles of Professional Development Grants and Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
Grants, respectively. In addition, the Committee added a new category of grant call the Teaching
Innovation Grant. This fixed $750 grant was to support small-scale projects in which instructors try
out inmovative teaching practices and approaches in their classes.

The Committee was very disappointed with the paucity of proposals received. A total of three
proposals, all Professional Development Grants, were received. The Committee approved two of the
proposals for full funding, and the remaining proposal received partial funding.

After funding the three Professional Development Grants in the fall semester, over $30,000 of
Faculty Development funds remained. The Committee had no choice but to put out a call for
proposals for a second round of grants in the spring. This time the Committee increased the amount
of advertising that the grants received to try to increase the number of proposals. As a result, the
Committee received fourteen proposals in the spring with a total request of over $97,000.

Of these proposals, the Committee approved one Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Grant and
one Teaching Innovation Grant for full funding. Three additional proposals were approved for
~ partial funding. Further information on the various proposals funded, including the names of the
applicants and dollar amounts, is available in the Provost's office.

In addition to its regular duties, this year the Faculty Development Committee was given the
following special charges.

e Report, during the fall of 2004, on the resources committed to
supporting faculty development at the university (including

university-wide and college programs, international
education/scholarship programs, and programs supported by the
UW-L Foundation).

¢ Also report on the resources committed to, and the effectiveness of,
positions intended to support faculty in curriculum development and
research projects (for example, the coordinator of the Instructional
Technology Learning Center, the campus grant writer, and etcetera).

Mathematics Department

1020 Cowley Hall, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, 1725 State Street, La Crosse, W1 54601
Office: (608)785-8382
Fax: {608)785-6602

An affirmative actionfequal opportunity empleyer



In response to the first charge, the Committee collected and organized the information requested
and submitted this information to the chair of the Faculty Senate in the attached document.

In response to the second charge, the Commiitee determined that the pool of applicants for
Faculty Development Grants was not the appropriate source for obtaining the requested
information. Applicants for Faculty Development Grants were unlikely to have any significant
contact with the people in the stated positions. For this reason, the Faculty Development
Committee did not feel that it could give any meaningful feedback concerning the resources and
positions mentioned in the charge.

This summarizes the work of the committee for this year. If you require any additional information,
please feel free to contact me.
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