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Welcome to the premiere     

edition of CLS Newslink, the    

electronic newsletter designed to 

link College of Liberal Studies 

alums, students, 

staff, faculty and 

friends. As UW-L 

celebrates its         

centennial this year, 

we are reminded       

of the many                

outstanding           

students, faculty and 

staff who have gone 

before us. A number 

of CLS alums and 

emeriti faculty and 

staff have returned 

this year to help us celebrate the 

first 100 years. Alums Ruth       

Gallagher and Larry Liebecki and 

emeriti faculty Carl Wimberly and 

A.B. Culver were among those 

who shared their memories of  

UW -L on the UW-L centennial 

video shown at the Gala           

Celebration. 

Even as we reminisce over the 

last 100 years, we are ever mindful 

A Letter from the Dean 

of the present and planning for the    

future. With the advent of the 

Growth, Quality and Access Plan (a 

differential tuition plan), the College 

of Liberal Studies has cre-

ated 21 new faculty and 

staff  positions, with 17 new 

hires now on campus and 

the rest being searched for 

this year. If this tuition   

differential plan continues 

for a fifth year, CLS will 

gain  additional positions. 

This will mean less    

crowding in classrooms, 

increased availability of 

courses and more diverse 

course offerings. While the      

economy has forced us to make cuts 

in other areas, UW-L has held true to 

its mission of teaching and learning 

being of first importance. I feel very 

fortunate (after 15 years at UW-L) to 

be beginning my new role as Dean of 

this fine college as UW-L enters into 

its second 100 years of providing  

educational excellence. 

 

Ruthann Benson 
CLS Dean 
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History Department celebrates Marti Lybeckôs  

Yale and SUNY recognition 

Marti Lybeck, UW-L History professor, is 

òcontinually amazedó at her recent Yale and State 

University of New York (SUNY) recognition. Yale 

University faculty invited  Lybeck to speak about 

womenõs sexuality in early 20th     century Germany 

at a featured Oct. 22 presentation. 

Lybeck also earned the SUNY best 

dissertation of the year award in 

Queer Studies. SUNY Press chose her        

dissertation in its annual manuscript 

competition and awarded her a book  

contract. òIt is a very prestigious 

award,ó says Charles Lee, History  

Department chair. òThere is only one   

document per year in her field of 

study that gets this award.ó 

Lybeck believes Yale noticed 

her work from an award she        

received for best dissertation from 

the German Historical Institute in 

2007. òI got an e-mail out of the blue asking if I could 

speak at Yale this  coming semester,ó says Lybeck. 

òThe other speaker is a well known scholar in the 

field, so I was extremely flattered, humbled, and 

honored.ó The SUNY distinction was also              

unexpected. One of Lybeckõs dissertation advisors 

from the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor         

suggested she submit her dissertation for this 

award. She ended up winning the award on Oct. 1. 

From 2002 to 2003, Lybeck lived in Berlin,           

Germany to research historical perspectives on female 

homosexuality for her dissertation. She   completed her 

study in 2007. The work contains four case studies, or 

òmicro histories,ó that illustrate the personal thoughts 

and attitudes of women, some  who considered      

themselves homosexuals, during the era. Her 

research focuses on female homosexuality 

from 1890 until the time of the Nazis.          

Research methods include historical            

ethnographies and  literary analysis. 

       After speaking at Yale, she plans to       

present her research at an international       

conference in March in Antwerp, Belgium. 

Lybeck recently earned an International     

development fund grant to assist with travel 

and other expenses. 

 Lybeck joined the UW-L History         

Department Fall 2008 and teaches 

courses in Modern European, German 

and World History. She also teaches 

courses for the Womenõs, Gender, and Sexuality    

Studies Department. Lybeck earned her bachelor of 

arts degree at Augsburg College in Minneapolis and 

later graduated with a Masterõs degree in Library      

Science at the University of Minnesota. After several 

years as a librarian, Lybeck earned masterõs and        

doctoral degrees in history at  University of Arizona-

Tucson in 1999 and University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 

in 2007. 

Dr. Marti Lybeck earns academic  
distinction through Yale speak-

ing engagement and SUNY 
manuscript award. 
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Inclusive Excellence is a    
planning process to help UW 
schools in increasing diversity,   
equity, inclusion, and                   
accountability at every level of 
university life.  

The goal of Inclusive              
Excellence is for UW schools to 
purposely include diversity into 
daily university life, such as:       
academic activities, leadership, 
decision-making, day-to-day     
duties, and organizational       
culture. This is done to enhance 
success in diversity goals.  

This initiative encourages a 
more diverse student body and 
faculty. It also creates diverse 
learning environments where    
students of all backgrounds can 
excel. 

It also places diversity at the 
center of institutional goals. It   
becomes the core organizing    
principle, around which all         
institutional decisions are made.  

Inclusive Excellence pays     

attention to the student              
experience. Issues of race,            
disabilities, sexual orientation,   
socioeconomic class, and             
first-generation status are         
considered. Inclusive Excellence 
demands diversity goals and 
equality be pursued. 

The College of Liberal Studies 
puts Inclusive Excellence at the 
top of its priority list. CLS is spon-
soring   several Inclusive Excel-
lence events for the 2009-2010 
school year. These events include 
programs on students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ issues, veteran 
rights, and students of color.  
 
CLS Sponsored Inclusive              
Excellence Events  
 
Monday, Oct. 5ðPromoting   Suc-
cess for Students with                Dis-
abilities ð led by June Reinert, Dis-
ability Resource Services 
  
 
 

Monday, Nov. 2ðPromoting Suc-
cess for LGBTQ Students ð led by 
Will Van Roosenbeek, Campus     
Climate 
  
Thursday, Jan. 21ñWorking 

With Diversity: Best Practices and 

Recommendations from the       

Literatureð led by Dr. Cynthia 

Kernahan, Psychology and Ethnic 

Studies Professor at UW-River 

Falls, Dr. Nancy Chick, English 

Professor at UW-Barron County 
  
Monday, Feb. 15ð Promoting  
Success for Students Who are   
Returning Veterans ð led by Lt. 
Col. Mark Johnson, Military      
Science 
  
Monday, March 29 ð Promoting 
Success for Students of Color ð led 
by Barbara Stewart, Associate 
Dean for Campus Climate &      
Diversity 

College of Liberal Studies Inclusive Excellence Activities 

 
 
UW -L welcomes Dr. Cynthia Kernahan, Psychology and 
Ethnic Studies Professor at UW-River Falls, left, and Dr. 
Nancy Chick, English Professor at UW-Barron County for 
the Jan. 21 Working With Diversity workshop. 
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Dr. Jo Arney, Political Science 

and Administration professor, 

participated in the American 

Democracy Project this        

summer. The project               

investigated the Stewardship of 

Public Lands Initiative at      

Yellowstone National Park. The 

project was sponsored by the 

American Association of State 

Colleges and Universities 

(AASCU). 

American Democracy Project in Yellowstone 

teach her students about the role 

of stewardship in policymaking. 

She also desires to inspire her   

students to find common ground 

through values and listening to 

othersõ opinions. 

     Arney plans to use the material 

she learned from her experience 

in classes. She would also like to 

take a multidisciplinary group of 

students on a study tour to      

Yellowstone in the future.  

During the project, Arney and her 

group became aware of               

controversial policies like wolf     

re-establishment and bison          

migration. The group studied the 

history and science influencing the 

policies. They also examined both 

sides of the issue and the role of 

values in policy making. 

       òThis was the single greatest   

learning experience I have ever 

had,ó said Arney. She hopes to 

Dr. Jo Arney of the Political Science Department, second from left in front row,       
participated in the American Democracy Project this summer. She will use what she 

learned from this experience to inspire her students. 
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Heritage month events      

included screenings of movies of 

Spanish-speaking countries: òLas 

13 Rosasó (13 Roses), òRetorno a 

Hansalaó (Return to Hansala), 

and "Casi, Casi" (òAlmostó).  

Festivities included a multi-

media presentation on the lives 

of six Latina/os who lead            

fascinating, and heroic lives. 

Characters included: Puerto    

Rican educational pioneer Rafael 

Cordero (1790-1868), Puerto   

Rican baseball player and        

humanitarian Roberto Clemente 

CLS sponsors events to promote diversity, and education:  

Hispanic Heritage Month 2009 

(1934-1972), Guatemalan-born 

U.S. Latina labor and social        

activist Luisa Moreno (1907-1992), 

the Mexican-American Andrea 

Pérez, and Mexican-American 

Daniel Fernández (1944-1966). 

There was also an altar exhibit 

for òEl d²a de los muertosó (day of 

the dead). The display was      

dedicated in memory of U.S.     

Hispanics,  and political causes.  

Sponsored lectures included: 

Enrique Morones on Immigration 

rights on the U.S. border, Tanya 

Torres on the healing power of   

Hispanic art, Rosa Valle Centeno 

on governmental issues of El        

Salvador, and Salvador Valdez on 

humanitarian-themed films in 

Mexico.  

Fellow Hispanic Month     

sponsors included: LASO (Latina/o 

Studentsõ Organization), ILLAIS 

(Institute of Latina/Latino, Latin 

American, and Iberian Studies)    

Office of Multi-Cultural Student 

Services, Office of Campus Climate 

and Diversity, UW-L Office of the 

Provost, Visiting Scholar of Color 

Program, and more. 

 

From left lecturer Enrique Monrones, Maria Magdalena, a painting by Tanya Torres,  
and the theatrical poster to Las 13 Rosas (The Thirteen Roses) 
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