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I began the Master of Education – Professional Development Program as a result of my decision to make a challenging career change. I have never been more confident about such an important choice. My studies in the program have helped me to build the quality knowledge base necessary to successfully enter the teaching profession. The program has also provided me with the opportunity to explore my own growth and development. The skills I am acquiring here will be used throughout my lifelong learning process.

My focus in the Master of Education – Professional Development Program has been on seeking certification in secondary English instruction. Because I entered the program with a  strong background in my content area, my energies have been predominately placed on education courses. I have also been actively involved in conferences and workshops available through the University. I find these activities are wonderful for gathering information not available in my courses.

Upon completion of the program, I will be looking for a position in a rural high school. Although I love Wisconsin, I am planning on obtaining my first few years of experience in one of the western or southwestern states. This is due to the low availability of vacancies in the area, but also because I think living in a new environment would be a great learning experience.

OBJECTIVES OF DEGREE PROGRAM

The objectives most important to the successful completion of my degree program are:

1. To gain a clear understanding of the executive, administrative, and organizational functions of teaching

2. To develop the teaching strategies I will need to facilitate learning in the classroom

3. To acquire an understanding of adolescents and gather knowledge I will need to help them become successful citizens in a postmodern global society

