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From the Executive Director

MVAC was busy again last year with projects in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Last
summer MVAC again hosted a prestigious National Endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH) Summer Institute for teachers from around the country. Project
Directors Bonnie Jancik, Kathy Stevenson and Jim Theler were successful in
obtaining funding from NEH for another Summer Institute in 2012 and will be
joined by Dr. Jonathan Baker, a new Archaeological Studies Program faculty
member and MVAC Research Associate. MVAC Board Member Dr. David
Anderson conducted the University field school on an Oneota site near Holmen,
and Connie Arzigian directed MVAC’s public field school at another site north
of Holmen. MVAC staff and Jim Theler worked with the Mississippi Valley
Conservancy and the Archaeological Conservancy in the creation of the Eagle

Eye State Natural Area, located within the Cade Archaeological District in Ver-
BO 017"&[ Of non County. Our thanks to Loren Cade and Jim for their continued preservation
efforts.

Joseph A. Tiffany

Directors

Joseph A. Tiffany, President;
MVAC Executive Director

Donald B. Smith, Chairman

Lynn Alex, Office of the State

This fall MVAC hosted the 57th annual Midwest Archaeological Conference.
This is MVAC’s third time hosting this important conference. Over 400 archae-
ologists from throughout the upper Midwest attended. A conference highlight
was a symposium in honor of Dr. James L. Theler.

Archaeologist of lowa o . .

David Anderson, It is with sadness that we note the passing of Otto Swennes this fall. Otto and
UW-La Crosse his brother John, who passed away last fall, participated for many years in the
Ruthann Benson, Annual Artifact Show. John and Otto graciously allowed MVAC to conduct our

UW-La Crosse public field school on their farm near Holmen for several years, and worked with
Colin Betts, Luther College MVAC and the Mississippi Valley Conservancy in establishing a land covenant
William Gresens to protect the natural and cultural resources on their farm. They will be missed

UW-La Crosse Emeritus by all of us.
Richard Hilliker, Hilliker
Rélf:rf IZ;/Iéz;ers MVAC is a sponsored research and education unit of the Sf)ciology and Ar—

UW-La Crosse chaeology Department of the UW-La Crosse. We are a nationally recognized
Tim McAndrews, resource in public education, research, curation and site preservation. We receive

UW-La Crosse minimal direct university support, however, and to survive, MVAC must gener-
Reggie McLeod, Big River ate its own income. MVAC’s long-standing record of achievement is due to our

Magazine dedicated, hard working professional staff and to your help. Our thanks for your
Bill L. Quackenbush, continued contributions of time, energy, and financial support that helps to make

Ho-Chunk Nation MVAC a success.

John Thiel, Dairyland Power | Tem
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bines a photograph of a small
sandstone face effigy from site
47Lc45 in La Crosse County
with portions of a map of Swatek
Ridge Mound Group (47Cr19)

in Crawford County. Designed
by Mike Bednarchuk.
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2011 Award Recipients

James P. Gallagher Award: Constance M. Arzigian

This year’s James P. Gallagher Award is being given to MVAC’s
own Connie Arzigian. Connie is being recognized for her many,
many contributions to MVAC through the years. This year’s most
notable contribution included Connie serving as Conference Chair
for the Midwest Archaeological Conference, co-hosted by MVAC
in October, 2011. Connie was involved in every step of the plan-
ning and implementation of the event, and it was one of the most
successful conferences on record. Connie is on Wisconsin’s list of
' archaeologists qualified to work with human burial sites, and spent
Connie Arzigian (left), Suzanne Harris, and much of the past summer working on recorded burial sites in Rice

Kathy :S’te\fenson at the tS‘ignal Hill Mound Group 1 ake, Dickeyville, and the King Veterans Home, contracting with
Rededication at Wyalusing State Park, 2011. a variety of agencies to ensure protection of these sensitive sites.

From directing and supervising field schools, giving archaeology
presentations throughout the Midwest, research, and working with
all levels of students, Connie’s wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence continues to be an extremely valuable asset to MVAC.

Regional Archaeology Award: Mississippi Valley Conservancy (MVC)

The MVC works to conserve native and working landscapes in the Coulee Region. Several properties MVC has worked
on in recent years have not only preserved important farmland and habitats, but have also protected archaeological sites
from development. The Eagle Eye State Natural Area in Vernon County is located within the larger Cade Archaeologi-

cal District, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Seven effigy mounds are located on the property,
and will now be preserved for future generations. In 2009, the MVC worked with Otto and John Swennes of Holmen to
place a permanent conservation agreement on their land to protect the farmland, the woods, and the creek. That protection
extends to the archaeological sites on the farm as well, which are unique in that they include artifacts from 12,000 year old
mastodon bones to late Native American winter camps. In working with MVAC to help preserve sites, the Conservancy’s
work definitely benefits the archaeology of the Coulee Region.

Archaeology Education Award: John Morris

John Morris has been working with MVAC since the 2000 Public
Field School, when he joined us in excavating a house structure at the
Krause site, learning to ignore the huge bulldozer that was remov-
ing the earth only a few feet away. Since then he has returned almost
every summer, becoming one of the regular supervisors of the Public
Field School. We can count on him to take responsibility for a com-
plex feature or unit and teach students of all ages what to do and why.
He helps them understand the full process of archaeology, including
the ever-present paperwork. To facilitate this, John prepared a manual
on the survey and excavation process, which we now distribute to
every student. John’s background in chemistry has led to several
professional joint papers on the analysis of burned residues on prehis- - . _
toric ceramics. He can always be counted on for a good joke, aready  john Morris (left) and David Adam analyzing

trowel, a sharp pencil, or a creative solution to an archaeological artifacts from the Sand Lake Archaeological
problem. It is for this willingness and eagerness to share the excite- District.

ment of archaeological discovery that John is being honored with the
Archaeology Education Award.
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MVAC’s contracts staff had a busy and productive year working on a wide range of projects throughout
the region. Much of our work focused o monitoring construction activities at areas previously identified
as burial sites, to ensure that human remains were not inadvertently disturbed. MVAC also conducted
surveys and site evaluations for federal agencies such as the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Natural
Resources Conservation Service; state agencies including the Wisconsin Departments of Transportation,
Military Affairs, Veterans Affairs, and Administration; corporate clients such as ‘Dairyland Power Co-
operative, the Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company, and numerous engineering firms; and private
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Hannah Lingenfelter and Mike Straskowski shovel test-

_ing at the Spooner Armory for the Wisconsin Department
_ of Military Affairs. ' ‘

Mike Straskowski takes a GPS coordinate of a :
recorded mound site. ' A
Sandpits
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Kassie Praska shovel testing in the Necedah

National Wildlife Refuge prior to timber
harvest.

"Phase I1 testing for the WisDOT STH 162 project near Coon
Valley. MVAC field crew: (l-r) Mike Straskowski, Kassie
Praska, and Miranda Alexander.
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~*+. MVAC'’s web site had 6,753 hits.

Archaeology Education Program

NEH Summer Institute i
Teachers from across the nation came to
La Crosse this summer to participate"in a
unique learning experience. Twenty-four

~ - K-12 teachers attended a three-week Na-
tional Endowmient for the Humanities Sum-
mer Institute for Teachers hosted by MVAC
and UW-La Crosse, to explore how human
cultures adapt to complex and ever-changing
environments.

UW-L student Spencer Kawell (center) supervtses
middle school students durmg the Public Field
School.

2010- 2011 Highlights

* More than 145 presentatlons were given by MVAC
staff this past'year, reaching more than 7,100
people.

» The Artifact Show was attended by over 3,000 people

~who.viewed artifact collections from MVAC and 14
area collectors.

* The Public Field School was attended by 11 adults Bt NG ot ottt
and high school students. NEH Summer Scholar Paul

« Four MVAC youth classes and several La Crosse Eckheart tries out an atlatl..
School District Summer School'elasses were offered. : '

* Numerous archaeology-related lectures were offered
throughout the year. '

» Archaeological displays at Riverside Museum and the
UW-L Archaeology Center and Laboratories were
well attended this past year:

+ Educational staff presented at the Wisconsin Educa-
tion Association Council Conference.

* MVAC classes and field schools assnsted at archaeo-
logical sites in the area.

* Survey respondents rated MVAC staff and resources

as excellent and 100% said they would use MVAC’s NEH Summer-vsch(l;lrs (ll-r)-‘ Jez;wy

services again. \ Jaeger, Catherine Tucker, and Chris
 Five grants were received for special educatlonal Kemp learn how to process artifacts

_projects. \ during the Institute’s.lab day. |-

]
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The Public Outreach Program is grateful for the contmumg generous support of MVAC members, the Board of Direc-
tors, the United Fund for the Arts & Humanities, fellow colleagues, and the assistance of faculty and ‘students from the
UW-L Archaeological Studies Program.



Member Supporters

Patron $1,000+
Anonymous Contribution

Benefactor $500-$999

Bill Berg-Dairyland Power Cooperative Herbert H. Kohl Charities, Inc.

Delores Benedict-Helen Trane Hood
Trust, Northern Trust Bank of FL

Supporting $100-$499

Abbott Laboratories Fund

William and Margaret Agger

Henry and Mabel-Lou Ahrens

Lynn Alex

David and Mary Barton

Gary Bender

Roger and Dorie Bollman

Edmund and Lois Brick

Jeffrey and Erica Broberg

John Broihahn

Philippe and Julie Coquard

Michael Davy-Davy Engineering
Company, Inc.

Peter and Suzette Petal Driver

Tonya Droessler

Robert and Carole Edland

George Farr

Kurt and Sylvia Firary

Jim and Jan Gallagher

Contributing $50-$99

Duke Addicks

Mike and Janet Bailey

Frank and Irene Barmore

Bruce Bartel

Jay Bittner

Garth and Sarah Dimon

Thomas Erb and Cecila Caron

Theodore and Janet Finn

Bob Gall-Wisconsin Valley
Improvement Company

David and Nancy Goode

Judith and Robert Green

Sigurd and Jean Ann Gundersen

Raynelle Heil

Steven Janczak

Jim Jordan

Spencer Kawell

Robert and Mary Jo Keiper

Diane L. Laffin

James and Sandy Losinski

Sharon Martin

Tim McAndrews

Constance Arzigian

Ingersoll-Rand

Bill and Kathy Gresens
Dale and Maureen Gross
Scott and Mary Hatfield
Ed and Nancy Hill
Richard and Beth Hilliker
Donald and Nancy Hinton
Ralph Hodosh

Vance and Diane Holliday
Gil and Alice Homstad
Peter Linnert

Truman and Nancy Lowe
Bill and Rebecca Lowe
Jean Lund

John Magerus

James Mand

John Mand

John and Virginia Morris
George Mueller

Anah Munson

Norm Meinholz

Douglas and Sue Mormann

Anna Motivans

Kevin Nauta

Dave Palmquist

Marcee H. Peplinski
Dennis and Merry Richter

Cameron and Carlene Roberts |

James and Frankie Saxton

Quentin and Gloria Schmierer

Elizabeth Schultz

Glenn and Lila Seager
Charles and Judy Shepard
Jim and Nancy Terman

United Fund for the Arts and Humanities

Mal and Carol Laitinen
Jim Theler

Ronald and Frieda Nowland
Bill and Kathy O’Driscoll
Donna Paske

Dennis and Sharon Ryan
Charles and Patti Sans Crainte
Ronald and Roz Schnick
Donald Sloan

Christoph Smaby

Betty Steele and Harold Frank
Katherine Stevenson

Phyllis Stevenson

John Thiel

Joseph and Lauren Tiffany
Kim Vogt

Bruce and Pam Walters

Jim and Jean White

Roger and Carol Ziff

First Clearing, LLC
Wisconsin Historical Society

William and Ann Van Atta
Thomas and Jean Vergeront
Mitch and Sue Wester
Mary Westlund

Marc Williams

Ruth Williams

David Ziemann

IBM

Joe Ti iffan addresses the crowd at the Signal
Hill Mound Group Rededication at Wyalusing
State Park, which was co-sponsored by MVAC.



Active $25-$49

Dale Agger

Stephen Andersen

James and Ruth Anderson
Jonathan Baker

Mike Bednarchuk

Rachel Bongart

Kerry Brown

Loren Cade

M. Elizabeth Cason

Jim and Joan Cook

Lucy Davidson

William and Anita Doering
Marcus and Judith Doolittle
Denise Edmunds

Leslie Eisenberg

Lee Grosskreutz

Beth Hall

Joseph A. Tiffany,
Executive Director
Constance Arzigian,
Research Archaeologist
Jonathan Baker,
Research Associate
Mike Bednarchuk,
Laboratory Supervisor

Member Supporters

Christine Hall-Norskedalen Reggie McLeod
Nature & Heritage Center ~ Mike and Donna McQuin
Michael Hansen David and Clydine Moore
Ronald Harris Theresia Motschenbacher
Charles and Gwendolyn Roger Mustache Jr.
Hatfield Scott Murphy
Alexander Hodge Lester Neeb
Lia Von Huben Rebecca Nelson
Harold Jones Philip Palzkill
Alice B. Kehoe John Papenfuss
Claudia Kiesenhofer Thomas and Teresa Pleger
Alison Kiley Mariah Ravet
Meredith Knowles Ariel Reker
Charlotte Kohanek Kris Reuter
Larry and Ainsley Lichtie Lee Rudie
Charles and Marian Loeffler ~ Jacquelyn Schnabl
Gregory Ludvik Geralyn Schrab-Rock Art
Lindsay Maass Watercolor, LLC

MVAC Staff

Jean Dowiasch, Education
Coordinator/GIS Specialist
Wendy Holtz-Leith,
Research Archaeologist
Bonnie Jancik, Director
of Public Education
Marcee H. Peplinski, Business
Manager/Development Director

Volunteers
Joe Ambrose Suzanne Harris
Erik Anderson Chad Heemstra
Nicole Barnes Casey Hintz
Terri Beal Gene Hynek
Jay Bittner Mitchell Johnson
Taylor Brehm Jamison Jordan
Sarah Breiter Jim Jordan
Emma Bremer Megan Kasten
Loren Cade Spencer Kawell
Jessica Campbell Robert Keiper
Jordan Ciesielcz.yk-Gibson Daniel.le Kie.sow Dan Maas
Ha.vah Cohn-Mitchell Cythla Kocik Bill Meyer
Erin Comer Danielle Krebsbach John Morris

Nathan Cummings
Dominick Del Ponte
Jaime Ganzel
Stefanie Gasko
Jeanna Good

Bill Gresens
Genevieve Haas

Jeanette Laack
Denise Leinonen
Jeff Lindow

Hannah Lingenfelter

Michael Neberman
Janelle Nelson
Devin Novakovic

Michael Olenek
Rebeccg Loew Mark Pingel
Jim Losinski Robert Reis

Emily Lovison Thatcher Rogers

David Springer

Hoyt and Jeanine Strandberg

Seth Taft

Richard and Marcia Thompson

Georgette Wondolkowski

Kenneth Weinberg

Patrick and Barbara Wilson

Elizabeth Wing

Paul and Joan Wiste

Daryl and Margaret Wood

Joan Yeatman

Tristan Zurfluh

Effigy Mounds National
Monument

Friends of Perrot State Park,
Inc.

Katherine Stevenson,
Projects Director

James L. Theler, Senior
Research Associate

Vicki L. Twinde-Javner, Senior
Research Archaeologist

—Ieecéptib;t_ at' the MVAC lab for pariicipants of
the Midwest Archaeological Conference.

Cassandra Rosemore
Keith Scearce

Megan Schwalenberg
Sarah Sodemann
Emily St. Clair

Hoyt Strandberg
Mike Straskowski
Seth Taft

Jim Theler

Brittany Viviani



. our Community

Business/Foundation Leaders:

Bosshard Parke, Ltd.

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Foundation
Cleary-Kumm Foundation, Inc.

Coulee Bank

Dairyland Power Cooperative

The ElImwood Foundation, Inc.

Franciscan Skemp Healthcare

Norman L. Gillette, Sr. Family Fund

Gertrude Salzer Gordon Private Foundation
Gundersen Lutheran Health System

The Helen Trane Hood Charitable Trust

Inland Label & Marketing Services LLC

The George and Sharon Kerckhove Family Fund
La Crosse Tribune Jeans Day

Dr. David L. and Sacia B. Morris Family Foundation
Russell and Vera Smith Foundation

Paul E. Stry Foundation

Trane Family Foundation

Xcel Energy Foundation

Campaign Kick-off Breakfast Sponsor
Market & Johnson, Inc. of La Crosse

UFAH | 119 King St. | La Crosse, WI
www.ufah.org | 608-785-7242

Grow the Arts and Humanities in

e Pid.

Individual Leaders:
Randolph Baier

Chris and Vicki Born
Thomas and Jan Brock
Charles and Sue Gelatt
Wayne J. Hood, Jr. %' 6
Scott and Mary Rathgaber \ -
Shawn and Mary Jo Werner 'y
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