Sociopharmacology
SOCIOLOGY 326
SPRING 2012
Professor: Dr. William Zollweg

Office: 437 i  CWH 

Phone: 785-8465

Email: zollweg.will@uwlax.edu 

Website: http://perth.uwlax.edu/Sociology/zollweg/zollweg_home.htm
Office Hours: MTWThF 11-12, or by Appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Goals

1. The course examines the current and historical cultural patterns of drug use in society. The emphasis will be on understanding the sequence of initiation, use, and misuse of psychoactive drugs in society.

2. A second goal of the course will involve an investigation of the social problem aspect of drugs in society. How are drugs, as social problems, defined and made salient in the public imagination? How does society choose which drugs to treat as social problems?

3. A third goal will be to examine the laws and public policies intended to solve the social problem of drugs. What are the potential versus real life effects of current laws and policies intended to curb drug use among the population?

4. A final goal of the course is the review of the many treatment and prevention approaches currently used in society. What are the treatment and prevention strategies used today? What kinds of programs are successful and why?

Text 

The text, DRUGS in American Society, by Erich Goode is available through the textbook rental office.  The readings for the course are as follows:

  
   

 TOPIC                            

                       PAGES

A Sociological Consciousness
 

           

1-24

Addiction Basics (Sociopharmacology)

How Drugs Work………………………………     


25-54

Defining Drugs…………………………………      


56-87

Theory of Drug Use……………………………      


91-116

The Extent of Drug Use……………………….      


119-141

Drugs, Crime, and Violence…………………..      


144-169
 EXAM 1: 2-20-12
  

Legal Drugs……………………………………       


173-204

Marijuana……………………………………..        


209-237

Hallucinogens…………………………………        


243-260

Stimulants…………………………………….         


269-291

Psychotherapeutic Drugs…………………….         


296-309

Heroin…………………………………………         


314-339

EXAM 2: 4-2-12
      

Dealing with Drugs…………………………….       


347-415


Treatment and Education…………………….        


349-368

Laws……………………………………………        


381-415

EXAM 3: 5-2-12
Special readings will be handed out to you as assignments during the course. If you must miss a class, please arrange for an associate to take a copy of the reading for you. I suggest that you exchange phone numbers with the people seated near you. 

Note: Remind me to allow time for student introductions and phone number exchanges during the first class.

· The self-motivated student will find me willing to assign and discuss outside reading material.  

· Please take note that reading the text is in no way sufficient to pass SOC 326 tests.

Evaluation


Exams (120 points)

· There will be three 40-question exams during the semester. 

· Each question will be worth one point. 

· A total of 40 points will be possible for each exam, and a total of    

          120 points possible for the exam portion of the student evaluation.

   Participation (Maximum 50 points possible)

· Participation will also comprise a portion of the student  

     evaluation for the course.

· Participation will be defined as a combination of attendance, 

     verbal contributions to class, and effort put forth to positively           
contribute to the class.

· Participation will range from -50 to +50. Students who show disrespect for other, the subject matter, or the professor will receive negative point values, while students that attend class and make valuable contribution to class dialog will receive positive point values. Keep in mind that participation means more than just talking in class, you must make positive contribution to the course!

· Students who display negative participation may be dropped from the course (prior to the University drop/add date). Negative participation involves, but is not limited to sleeping in class, missing class, disrupting class, and presenting an unwillingness to learn.
Grading Scale

170-154 = A      (92%)

153-141 = A/B  (84%)

140-127 = B      (76%)

126-116 = B/C  (68%)

115-102 = C      (60%)

101-88   = D      (52%)
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