CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL THEORY

SOCIOLOGY 395
SPRING 2012
Professor: Bill Zollweg

Office: 437 I CWH

Phone: 785-8465 
Email: zollweg.will@uwlax.edu

Website: http://perth.uwlax.edu/Sociology/zollweg/zollweg_home.htm
Office Hours:  M T W Th F @ 11-12pm, or by Appointment

Warnings:

No Cell phone or Pagers are to be used during class! 

No Computers without professor permission!

No hats are to be worn during an exam!
Appointments
· Appointments must be made with me verbally, and then confirmed by writing a note on my office door appointment sheet at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

· No appointment is needed during my open office hours.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Purpose 

· The main goal of SOC 395 is to develop in the student the elementary working knowledge for each of the fundamental contemporary social theories. The most important goal is to develop the ability to view the social world from a variety of theoretical perspectives.

Text

· The text for SOC 395 is Readings in Social Theory, by James Farganis.  The text is available through the textbook rental office. The reading assignments and the course outline are presented below:

Exam Outline 







TEXT PAGES


Overview of Sociology and Social Theory                   


      
         
FUNCTIONALISM (Parson and Merton)


171-196

TENTATIVE EXAM #1 DATE:  2-17-12

CONFLICT THEORY (Dahrendorf and Mills)      
199-222

TENTATIVE EXAM #2 DATE: 3-12-12
  
 EXCHANGE THEORY
(Blau)



253-265

 TENTATIVE EXAM #3 DATE: 4-9-12
         
SYMBOLIC INTERACTION (Blumer and Goffman)   
334-349

TENTATIVE EXAM #4 DATE: 5-2-12
Evaluation 

Two components will be used to assess your level of understanding the sociological theories presented in SOC. 395.

· The first component of the course evaluation consists of four multiple choice examinations. The answer format for the exam requires the student to select the best answer from a list of choices. Each student will have an opportunity to take four 40-question multiple-choice tests. Some of the exam questions will be drawn from the text readings and others will be directly from class lecture and discussion. Each exam will be worth 40 points.
· The second component of the evaluation will be class participation; maximum points 50.  Participation in a University level learning experience means different things to different professors. 

· Each student starts with zero participation points; point totals will range from -50 to +50. Students who miss class, show disrespect for others, the subject matter, or the professor will receive negative point values, while students that attend class and make valuable contribution to class dialog will receive positive point values. Keep in mind that participation means more than just talking in class, you must make a positive contribution to the course!
· Students who display negative participation may be dropped from the course (prior to the University drop/add date). Negative participation involves, but is not limited to: sleeping in class, missing class more than three times, repeatedly disrupting class, and presenting an unwillingness to learn. 

GRADING SCALE

210-189 = A 
 (90%) 

188-178 = A/B  
(85%)  

177-168 = B      
(80%)  
167-159 = B\C 
 (76%)  
158-147 = C 
 (70%)  
146-136 = D 
 (65%)  

135----> = F  



