 THE SOCIAL WORLD

SOCIOLOGY 110

SPRING 2012
Professor: Dr. Bill Zollweg

Office: 437 I  CWH 

Phone: 785-8465

Email: zollweg.will@uwlax.edu 

Website: http://perth.uwlax.edu/Sociology/zollweg/zollweg_home.htm
Office Hours: MTWThF 11-12pm, or by appointment

Appointments
· Appointments must be made with me verbally, and then confirmed by writing a note on my office door appointment sheet at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

· No appointment is needed during my open office hours.
Warnings:

· No Cell phone or Pagers are to be used during class! Phone rings loose one point!
· No hats are to be worn during an exam!
· No Food or Drinks during Exams.

· Computer use during class must be approved by Dr. Zollweg
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Purpose
· The main goal of SOC. 110 is to acquaint the beginning student with the major sociological theories associated with a variety of topics.  Many of the topics discussed in this class will generate emotionally based opinions from you.  I would like you to feel comfortable expressing any opinions you have during class. You should however, try to refrain from closing your mind to the theoretical perspectives I will present during the class. Understanding different theoretical approaches to emotionally charged topics will broaden your understanding of society, social interaction, and yourself.

· A second goal is to help you develop new visions of the everyday world we all share.  Some of the new ways of seeing the world will be disturbing to you, and may generate intra-personal conflict. If you experience interpersonal conflict, I encourage you to stop up to my office. Working through the personal conflict will help you clarify your own personal values, and teach you personal development skills for the future.  In order for you to be able to develop a new perspective, you must be willing to change the way you think! 

· Learning is a change in the way you think, feel, or act. People, who are not willing to change, are not able to learn. Developing new visions of the world you have lived in for many years is not easy.  Much effort is required to become a good learner (see Participation Section).

· A third goal is to develop your skill in communicating in a sociological format. Writing and speaking in sociology, or any science, is difficult to master, but with practice and some willingness to learn, you will become more accomplished. Technical writing and speaking requires that you use specific terminology, and using that terminology accurately requires practice and patience. The ability to write with a professional technique, without vague or ambiguous terms, will make you a more valuable professional in your field. 

· NOTE: Your understanding of the material presented in the class can only be evaluated through your communication skills.  You must write and verbally participate in class!!

Text 

The text for SOC. 110 is THE SOCIAL WORLD, Edited by Bill Zollweg.  The text is available through the textbook rental office.  The readings for the course are as follows:

  
WEEK   

 TOPIC                            

          PAGES
 
1-4    

A Sociological Consciousness
 

           1-58


Essential Essays: 

Berger, Sociology as a Form of Consciousness………………………………..4

Morse, Factors in the Emergence of Infectious Diseases*……………………..14

Lenski, Looking Ahead: A Sociological View of the Future*……………..…..34
 
5-9  

Deviance and Criminal Behavior


         59-158


Essential Essays:


Rosenhan, On Being Sane in Insane Places…………………………………64


Szasz, The Myth of Mental Illness……………………………………………81


Chrisler, PMS as a Culture-Bound Syndrome……………………………….90


Chambliss, The Saints and the Roughnecks*……………………………….103


Clear, The Punitive Paradox: Desert and the Compulsion to Punish…… 145


Centerwall, Television and Violent Crime…………………………………157 

  
10-13 
Sex, Gender, Sex Roles & Sexuality

                    159-349

Essential Essays:

Unger & Crawford, The Multiple Components of Biological Sex…………………..…..167

Unger & Crawford, Becoming Gendered: The Socialization of Girls and Boys*………..212

Epstein, It’s All in the Mind: Personality and Social Structure…………………………245

Watson & Wu, Are You Too Fat?………………………………………………………...274

Cowley, The Biology of Beauty…………………………………………………………...278

Friedl, Society and Sex Roles*…………………………………………………………..…319

Shange, Sexuality and Violence*…………………………………………………………..326

· Ask questions for class discussion

A supplemental workbook for the course is THE SOCIAL WORLD WORKBOOK, by Bill Zollweg. The workbook is available at the Campus Book Store. Assignments are to be completed throughout the semester.

     Special readings will be handed out to you as assignments during the course.  If you must miss a class, please arrange for an associate to take a copy of the reading for you. I suggest that you exchange phone numbers with the people seated near you. 

· The self-motivated student will find me willing to assign and discuss outside reading material.  

· Please take note that reading the text is in no way sufficient to pass tests.

Evaluation
Three components will be used to assess your level of understanding the sociological information presented in SOC. 110.

· The first component is the completion of The Social World Workbook. The workbook is available at the Campus Book Store. The workbook is a series of research assignments that you can complete as the semester progresses. The Workbook is considered an independent learning experience; therefore, you will not be instructed or directed by the professor on completing the assignments. Each assignment contains instructions for completing the research project, but if you have questions, you should stop by my office and I will give you a more detailed explanation of how to complete the project. 
· Do not tear out the pages of your Workbook. 
· You must use the pages in the Workbook, no separate pages are   


allowed. 

· Do not neglect your workbook assignments, the workbook is very 
important for the class and your grade.

· At the end of the semester, I will collect the workbooks and you will receive between 0 and 30 points based on the number and quality of the assignments you have completed.  You are not required to complete all (or any) of the assignments, but the more you complete and the stronger the effort, the greater the number of points you will receive; hence the term “participation points.”
· The second component of the course evaluation consists of three examinations. Each student will have an opportunity to take three 40-question multiple-choice tests.  Some of the exam questions will be drawn from the text readings and others will be directly from class lecture and discussion. Each exam will be worth 40 points. The final exam will be totally comprehensive, and represents a culminating experience for the course. The final exam is worth zero points.

· No hats are allowed during exams
· No computers or other electronic devises during exams

· No food or drinks during exams

Tentative Exam Schedule:

                         

Exam #1


2-14-12
Exam #2


3-22-12




Exam #3    


5-3-12
· The third component of the evaluation will be class participation.  Participation in a University level learning experience means different things to different professors. Among the common meanings are attendance, verbal contributions to class discussions, demonstrations of interest in the subject matter, and enthusiasm.  In Soc. 110 participation will mean a combination of the above list. 
· All students start the class with zero participation points; points range from -50 to +50. Students who miss class, show disrespect for others, the subject matter, or the professor will receive negative point values, while students that attend class and make valuable contribution to class dialog will receive positive point values. Keep in mind that participation means more than just talking in class, you must make positive contributions to the course!
· As example, positive points are earned by:

· Completing the Social World Workbook

· Completing all in-class impromptu essays

· Stopping by my office

· Attentive listening

· Contributing to class discussion
Students who display negative participation may be dropped from the course (prior to the University drop/add date). 

· Negative participation involves, but is not limited to: 

· Sleeping in class

· Missing class (more than three times = Drop)

· Repeatedly disrupting class

· Presenting an unwillingness to learn

· Using class time for personal business

Grading Scale

200-180 = A      

179-170 = A/B  

169-160 = B      

159-152 = B/C  

151-144 = C      

143-130 = D      

129--->  = F

