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Craig C. Culver

CEO, Co-Founder and Co-Worker Culver’s

Biography of the Presenter

Craig along with his wife, Lea and his parents George and Ruth Culver took
a vision and created a niche-market restaurant which features burgers and frozen
custard. By wearing several hats, he has built his career through a commitment
to doing what’s right for his guests, team members, franchisees and his family.

Craig has deep roots in the small Sauk Prairie community where he grew
up and graduated from high school. It was here a Sauk City root beer stand
provided the foundation from which the Culver’s concept grew.

The Culver family has been in the restaurant business for almost 50 years.
Craig worked at the family restaurants during his college breaks. After
graduating from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, he went to work for
McDonald’s for four years and gained many insights that he was eager to apply
to his own business.

On July 18, 1984, Craig and his family opened the first Culver’s in Sauk
City, Wisconsin. In 1987, the franchising arm, Culver Franchising System,
Inc. was established. The first successful franchise was opened in Baraboo,
Wisconsin (1990). Today, there are more than 400 Culver’s restaurants in 17
states.

As CEO, Craig is actively involved with the business as a coach, cheerleader
and mentor to all franchisees and their teams. He frequently visits Culver’s
throughout the system to show his appreciation for the team’s hard work and
dedication.

Craig takes an active role in a variety of organizations. He is a member of
the National and Wisconsin Restaurant Associations. He is also a board member
of the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh Foundation, the Bank of Prairie du
Sac, American Family Insurance, Kwik Trip, Taliesin Preservation Inc. and the
Wisconsin Historical Society. He also currently chairs two fundraising efforts -
one for the Wisconsin Historical Society’s “Forward Campaign” and the other
for the Wisconsin Professional Golfers’ Association to further the game of golf
for juniors.



