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	Quicklinks at your fingertips!

Select which audience you belong to and we'll display quicklinks and announcements tailored to you.
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												Spread your wings as a UW-La Crosse Eagle!

												Experience the power of a UWL education through high-impact learning and life-long friendships, all while surrounded by the epic beauty of La Crosse. Follow your path. We’ll show you the way. 
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												You’re kind of a big deal!

												You’re part of a group of truly amazing people. At UWL, we are inspired every day by the driven, active and engaged students who make us so proud. That’s right, you’re amazing!
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												Here in La Crosse, people come together to work for the common good.

												At UWL, we live out the Wisconsin idea of public service and community engagement. We are proud to work with our many partners in La Crosse, giving back every day to a community that generously supports our teaching, learning and service mission.
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												The "La Crosse Experience" stays with you for a lifetime.

												UWL pride stays strong long after graduation! Stay connected with our beautiful campus and the faculty and friends who made your "La Crosse Experience" so special.
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												Experts. Scholars. Public servants. Community members.

												UWL consistently delivers a high-quality and life-changing experience. We’re able to do it because of you, our talented and dedicated faculty and staff. You are the reason for our excellence!
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MUndergrad major	mUndergrad minor					




Biology is the study of all living things from microscopic bacteria and viruses to plants and animals. UWL's biology program is home to a wide variety of disciplines spanning from the molecular to the ecosystem level. 
							Areas of study







MUndergrad major						




	
	
Aquatic Science

	Aquatic Science Concentration

UWL offers an aquatic science concentration within the biology major to prepare students for exciting and challenging careers in the study and management of aquatic resources such as wetlands, streams, lakes, rivers, springs and groundwater. 
	


MUndergrad major						



		View a sample plan for Aquatic Science
				 Catalogfor Aquatic Science
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Biomedical Science

	Biomedical Science Concentration

Biomedical science concentration coursework focuses on human and mammalian biology. An excellent choice for pre-med, pre-vet and pre-health professions students, the concentration includes a highly regarded, two-semester human anatomy and physiology series and additional chemistry classes.
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		View a sample plan for Biomedical Science
				 Catalogfor Biomedical Science
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Environmental Science

	Environmental Science Concentration

Environmental Science concentration coursework includes strong core curriculum in biology, chemistry and math, followed by upper-level, environmentally relevant biology courses. Students with strong interests in the protection of natural resources and the outdoors tend to find this focus area appealing.
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		View a sample plan for Environmental Science
				 Catalogfor Environmental Science
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Science Education

	Science Education 

This is a teacher certification program, specifically for early adolescence-adolescence certification. All teacher education students must complete the general education, School of Education, major/minor, and university degree requirements in order to qualify for a degree. Biology requirements: 40 credits: (59-62 total credits including CHM and MTH requirements). 
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		View a sample plan for Science Education
				 Catalogfor Science Education
	






MUndergrad major						




	
	
Molecular Genetics & Cell Biology

	Molecular Genetics & Cell Biology Concentration

Molecular Genetics and Cellular Biology concentration coursework focuses on understanding living processes at a molecular level. Scientists are making exciting biological discoveries in these fields today whether identifying genes responsible for cancer or re-writing the genetic code of living cells. 
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		View a sample plan for Molecular Genetics & Cell Biology
				 Catalogfor Molecular Genetics & Cell Biology
	






MUndergrad major						




	
	
Plant & Fungal Biology

	Plant & Fungal Biology Concentration

Plant & Fungal Biology concentration coursework will help you learn to identify plants and fungi, study their evolution, and understand their physiology. Students can also conduct research with faculty who study plants and fungi. UWL offers one of the only plant and fungal biology degrees in the U.S.
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		View a sample plan for Plant & Fungal Biology
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Graduate dual degree

	Graduate dual degree 

The dual degree option enables a student to receive both a Bachelor of Science degree (biology major) and a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from UWL. Students typically complete the undergraduate requirements in three years, followed by 34 months in the physical therapy graduate program. Students will be selected for entrance into the graduate program through a competitive application process. Participation in the dual degree program does not guarantee admission to the graduate program.
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		View a sample plan for Graduate dual degree
				 Catalogfor Graduate dual degree
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	mUndergrad minor					




Nutrition is the study of nutrients in food and what they do for the body. Food and nutrition are an integral part of everyone’s daily lives and many factors influence how people choose the food they eat. In UWL's nutrition minor, students will learn about different aspects of food and nutrition, from individual nutrient needs, to the nutrient needs of specific groups, to how food is produced in a safe manner.
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Aquatic Science

	Aquatic Science Concentration
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Cellular & Molecular Biology

	Cellular & Molecular Biology Concentration
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	Environmental Science Concentration
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Nurse Anesthesia

	Nurse Anesthesia Concentration
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	Physiology Concentration
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						Featured courses

						
								
											
												General Biology

											
											

											BIO 105 | 4 credits
											

											
An introduction to biology including topics in ecology, population biology, nutrient cycling, food webs, cell structure and function, metabolism, photosynthesis, reproduction, genetics, molecular biology and evolution. This course provides a strong foundation for further science courses, and is designed for science majors, allied health majors and students with an interest in science. Lect. 3, Lab. 2.    Offered Fall, Spring.
										
	
											
												Organismal Biology

											
											

											BIO 203 | 4 credits
											

											
A survey of the diverse form and function of prokaryotes, protistans, fungi, plants and animals. Basic ecology, natural history, evolution, biogeography and importance of organisms to humans will be emphasized. Lect. 3, Lab 3. Prerequisite: BIO 105 with a grade of "C" or better. If both BIO 210 and BIO 304  have been completed, BIO 203 cannot be taken for credit.   Offered Fall, Spring.
										
	
											
												Genetics

											
											

											BIO 306 | 4 credits
											

											
A comprehensive study of the basic principles of heredity, including Mendelian and Molecular Genetics. Lect. 3, Lab 2. Prerequisite: BIO 105 and a second biology course applicable to the major.   Offered Fall, Spring.
										
	
											
												Cell Biology

											
											

											BIO 315 | 4 credits
											

											
A comprehensive overview of cell structure and function, including the nature of biomolecules, cellular metabolism and its regulation, the dynamics of membranes and the cytoskeleton, the execution and control of the cell cycle, cell interactions, and cell signaling. Lect. 3, Lab 3. Prerequisite: BIO 105; one additional semester of biology; and a minimum of three semesters of chemistry through organic chemistry.   Offered Fall, Spring.
										
	
											
												Ecology

											
											

											BIO 307 | 3 credits
											

											
A study of interactions that determine the distribution and abundance of living organisms. The basic principles of ecology are presented in order to develop an understanding of the nature of these interactions at the individual, population and community levels of biological organization. Prerequisite: BIO 203.   Offered Fall, Spring.
										
	
											
												Molecular Biology

											
											

											BIO 435 | 3 credits
											

											
A study of molecular biology with an emphasis on eukaryotic systems. The course will focus on the molecular aspects controlling biological processes. The impact of recombinant DNA technology on biotechnology and medicine will also be examined. This course is taught largely at an undergraduate level. Graduate students will have additional course requirements/expectations. Prerequisite: BIO 306 and BIO 315, or MIC 416 and three semesters of college chemistry including organic chemistry; junior standing. Biochemistry strongly recommended. BIO 436 is an optional laboratory which can be taken concurrently.   Offered Fall, Spring.
										
	
											
												Human Anatomy and Physiology I

											
											

											BIO 312 | 4 credits
											

											
A comprehensive study of general anatomical and physiological principles of cells, body fluid compartments, the skeletal, muscular, and nervous systems and the special senses. Required elements of the laboratory portion of the course include computer simulations, microscopy, mammal organ dissections and study of cadaver prosections.  Students who have completed this course, or are currently enrolled, may not register for this course again until after freshmen registration (unless they have instructor/department consent). Lect. 3, Lab 2. Prerequisite: grade "C" or better in BIO 105 & CHM 103. Students who have completed this course, or are currently enrolled, may not register for this course again until after freshmen registration (unless they have instructor/department consent).   Offered Fall, Spring, Summer.
										
	
											
												Human Nutrition

											
											

											NUT 200 | 3 credits
											

											
Examination of the basic principles of the science of nutrition including understanding the basic sources of energy and the influences and effects of nutrition on one's overall health and fitness. Cultural and environmental factors that influence food availability and consumption will also be investigated.    Offered Fall, Spring, Summer.
										
	
											
												Lifecycle Nutrition

											
											

											NUT 300 | 3 credits
											

											
Exploration of nutrition assessment and nutritional requirements/challenges during pregnancy, lactation, infancy, childhood, adulthood and older adulthood, and community nutrition programs targeted for each life stage. Prerequisite: NUT 200.   Offered Fall, Spring.
										
	
											
												Functional Foods, Herbs, and Supplements

											
											

											NUT 350 | 3 credits
											

											
Consumer interest in the relationship between diet and health has increased the demand for information about functional foods, herbals, and supplements. The purpose of this course is to explore current literature and research in these ever-growing and popular topics. Definitions, purpose, safety, efficacy, and risks of each topic will be covered. Additionally, topics of discussion will include specific functional components of food, herbals, and supplements. Prerequisite: NUT 200.   Offered Annually.
										
	
											
												Food Science and Safety

											
											

											NUT 400 | 3 credits
											

											
This course examines the principles of food science including the functional role of carbohydrates, protein and fat. Emphasis will be placed on current topics of food science and safety in the national and local food industry including genetically modified and functional foods. Biological, chemical, and physical factors that affect the quality and safety of food products will be discussed in addition to the role of microorganisms in foodborne illness and food quality. Students in this course will also explore basic principles of food safety including food processing and food service as well as the role of government in food safety. Prerequisite: NUT 200; BIO 100 or BIO 105 or MIC 100 or MIC 230.   Offered Fall, Spring.
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		La Crosse Science Café:
Have Faith in Fats
6 to 7 p.m. Fri, April 12	
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		Cicadas to emerge soon
Entomologist explains the wondrous spectacle of insect behavior to be seen — and heard — in southwest Wisconsin this spring	
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		Research in the Rotunda
Seniors show off research at Wisconsin State Capitol	
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		Cracking the code
Professor studies genetic secrets of invasive weed threatening $1.5 billion tomato industry 	




					

				


			

		


	




	
		
			
				
					Upcoming Academic Calendar dates

					

							
									
										 Midnight Fri, April 12

										

											Last Day to Withdraw from UWL for Spring Semester
											

										

									

							

							
									
										 Mon, April 15

										

											Last Day to Drop a Second Half Class with a "W"
											

										

									

							

							
									
										 Mon, May 6

										

											Final Exams Begin at 7:45 am
											

										

									

							

							
									
										 Fri, May 10

										

											Final Exams End at 9:00 pm
											

										

									

							

							
									
										 Sun, May 12

										

											Commencement
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										Our alumni

										
											Sarah Hahn
										

										
											A professor once told me, a good scientist never stops being curious. I would not be where I am today if it wasn't for the professors in the biology department constantly encouraging my curiosities.
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										Our alumni

										
											Abby Siakpere
										

										
											My main reasons for coming to UWL were the Biology Department, the new science labs building, and the excellent reputation the biology program has.
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										Our alumni

										
											Katherine Le Mere
										

										
											The nutrition program informed me about the job possibilities in food science, and the hands-on aspect of the food science class helped me realize I would enjoy a career in the field. It also provided enough knowledge to give me the confidence to apply for a master’s degree program in food science. I can’t wait to see where this path will take me!
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										Our alumni

										
											Rachel Fenske, Ph. D., RDN
										

										
											The faculty in the UWL Nutrition program are engaged and knowledgeable. I had the opportunity to build my nutrition knowledge base, explore new research, and gain insight into future careers. My nutrition minor from UWL was the jumping off point for my career in nutrition research.
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