Motor Coach and School Bus Services FAQ
What is the difference between a motor coach and a school bus?  A motor coach is a long range, highway touring bus. It is not a school bus such as that used by school districts to transport students to and from school and which is commonly called a "yellow school bus."

Motor coach: 



School bus:
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How many passengers will they carry? The standard motor coaches will carry either forty-seven or fifty-five passengers. There are also smaller motor coaches that will carry twenty-five to thirty passengers, but these are not as commonly used. A school bus can carry up to eighty-three passengers.
How do I know if I should use a motor coach or if I should use a school bus? Generally, school buses should be used only for short distances or local service. They do not provide the comfort, amenities, and safety of motor coaches for long distance travel.
How do I obtain a motor coach? 

1. Contact either or both of our two motor coach contractors, Ready Bus Line or Lamers Bus Lines, for cost estimates and to reserve the coach for the trip. We are expected to provide the companies at least five working days notice of a trip.
2.  Initiate a requisition to Purchasing Services so that a purchase order may be produced. The requisition should include a complete itinerary, including dates, departure times, origins, and destinations.  Our motor coach contractors will not begin a trip without having received either a UW-L purchase order or a purchase order number. Procurement cards may not be used to pay for motor coaches.

How do I obtain a school bus?

1. Contact any of the school bus companies in the area, including Ready, Lamers, 3-Rivers, or Laidlaw, for cost estimates for the trip and to reserve a bus.

2.  Initiate a requisition to Purchasing Services so that a purchase order may be produced. The requisition should include a complete itinerary, including dates, departure times, origins, and destinations.  The local school bus companies have agreed not to begin a trip without having received either a UW-L purchase order or a purchase order number. Procurement cards may not be used to pay for school buses.

Can I use  a different motor coach company than Ready or Lamers? We have contracted with Ready and Lamers for motor coach service originating at UW-L, and we are obliged to use one or the other unless neither can provide the service we require.
What should I expect in the cost estimate for the trip? You should have all of the expected costs in the estimate, to include a dollar value for the fuel surcharge. The fuel surcharge will reflect the difference between a standard benchmark for fuel costs and the actual fuel costs for the trip. This will be in addition to the mileage or daily cost estimates, and it will initially only be an estimate, as the actual fuel costs will be used to compute the final bill for the trip. You may contact Purchasing Services to learn more about fuel surcharges.

