GENERAL EDUCATION

LITERATURE COURSES OFFERED
WINTER/SPRING 2010
Winter Session 2010

ENGLISH 200, SECTION 01:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Literature of Ethnicity and the American Experience”
Intensive study of selected literary texts describing the experiences of ethnicity, culture, and the search for identity in the U.S. during the last century. The course emphasizes various ways of reading, studying, and appreciating the literature of these diverse writers as an aesthetic, emotional, and cultural experience.  3 credits (Friesen) 12:30-4:00 MTuWTh, CWH 207

ENGLISH 204, SECTION 01: ENGLISH LITERATURE II

This survey of British authors covers the literary periods of Romanticism, Victorianism, Modernism, and Post Modernism. The fiction and non-fiction of the major authors of each period will be read and related to the major historical developments of the time.  3 credits (Gappa) 8:30-12:00 MTuWTh, CWH 210

SPRING 2010
ENGLISH 200, SECTION 01: LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Global Roots of United States Literature”

This course explores the literatures (folktales, fairytales, poems, myths, songs, stories, drama) of multi-cultural populations of the United States to include gender, class, and ethnicity, from pre-European contact to the present with a focus on the oral and global roots that connect American literature with that of the world.  This semester, we will follow the global migration of folktales and cultural stories into the United States and discuss the ways in which these stories informed the contemporary literature of Native Americans, Latin Americans, Chinese Americans, European Americans, and African Americans.  We will read selections from Leslie Marmon Silko’s Storyteller, Sherman Alexie’s The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fist Fight in Heaven, Sandra Cisneros’ Woman Hollering Creek, as well as Amy Tan’s Joy Luck Club and Toni Morrison’s Tar Baby.  We will also screen the “little red riding hood” movie Freeway by Matthew Bright.  3 credits (Stuart) 9:55-10:50 MWF, CWH 117
ENGLISH 200, SECTION 02: LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “The Communal Ownership of Fairy Tales”

This course examines the fairy tale as a genre of literature inspired by folklore.  Even though the Walt Disney Corporation has copyrighted versions of Cinderella, Snow White, Aladdin, The Little Mermaid, and Beauty and the Beast, the plot elements within these stories are not the sole property of Disney. These fairy tales and others have migrated all over the globe for centuries, have been revised in countless ways to express particular human experiences, and have become myths we all own.  The success of what folklorists identify as “tale types” can be attributed to the fact that they entertain while passing on values, calming fears, and satisfying desires.  Storytellers often use fairy tales to allegorize and/or cope with economic and gender inequalities, nationalism and racism, and psychological repression of desire.  To expand on our understanding of these issues, we will read selections from The Classic Fairy Tales, Angela Carter’s The Bloody Chamber, and screen films such as Shrek, Freeway, and Lady in the Water. 3 credits (Stuart) 11:00-11:55 MWF, CWH 117 

ENGLISH 200, SECTIONS 03 & 04:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Secularism and Christianity”

Focuses on literature that engages (A) the intersection of Christian and pagan culture in the First Century AD and (B) the intersection between Christian and secular culture in the modern age.  3 credits (Voiku) 8:50-9:45MWF, CWH 210; 9:55-10:50 MWF, CWH 210

ENGLISH 200, SECTIONS 05 & 10:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “American Classics”

“American Classics” is the title of this course; but by “classics” I mean something rather non-traditional.  Literary classics have been defined as works generally considered to be of the highest rank or excellence, especially ones of enduring significance.  However, the matter of who decides what shall “endure” and what shall not is a controversial subject in literature studies today.  In designing this course, I was inspired by the 2009 work, A New Literary History of America, edited by Werner Sollors, Professor of African American Studies at Harvard University.  Belnap Press states this about the volume: “it puts on display the exploring, tinkering and risk-taking that have contributed to the invention of America.”  We will read some of the “enduring” classics by such writers as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Emily Dickinson, Ernest Hemingway and Toni Morrison.  But we will also read beyond these. 3 credits (Jessee) 2:15-3:40 MW, CWH 124; 11:00-12:25 TuTh, CWH 210

ENGLISH 200, SECTIONS 06 & 07:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Literature of the American South”

This course will feature the works of authors who examine the complicated culture, landscape, and history of the American south, with particular emphasis placed on writers who incorporate elements of humor and/or horror while addressing issues such as class, race, gender, and identity.  A major part of the course will examine what is categorized as "Southern Gothic" Literature.  Select authors may include Edgar Allen Poe, Flannery O'Connor, William Faulkner, and Eudora Welty, as well as selections from contemporary authors, filmmakers, and musicians. 3 credits (Cashion) 2:15-3:40 MW, CWH 125; 12:40-2:05 TuTh, CWH 125

ENGLISH 200, SECTIONS 08 & 09:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Science Fiction” 
What if?  If only.?  If this goes on.?  These are the questions that fuel science fiction.  Since the 1800's writers have explored their hopes and their fears for tomorrow, their views of their contemporary world and their dreams of the stars through science fiction.  Science fiction is more than little green men, space battles, and technology run amok.  Discover what the genre has to say about the nature of being human.  The course will cover short stories, at least one film, and possibly a novel.  If a textbook problem develops, one section may focus on Robots, Androids and Cyborgs in film and literature.  3 credits (Scholze) 11:00-12:25 TuTh, CWH 117; 12:40-2:05 TuTh, CWH 117

ENGLISH 200, SECTION 11:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Caribbean Literature & Culture”

This class is an introduction to Anglophone Caribbean literature and culture. We will read and write about Anglophone Caribbean fiction, poetry, plays, film, music, and critical essays. I want to explore some major cultural issues in the Caribbean that are brought up by Caribbean authors–issues such as (post)colonial identity, education, exile, rootlessness, history, and interactions with other cultures. All of these issues, and more, are open for discussion and definition. 3 credits (Hart) 12:40-2:05 TuTh, CWH 207

ENGLISH 200, SECTION 12:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Literary Studies: Battle of the Books”
The class will read a variety of classic and contemporary novels, all posing intelligent questions about such topics as the nature of American small town life; the duties of citizenship in an absurd world; and the realities of political power in contemporary foreign nations. Readings will include important American novels such as Edith Wharton's Summer, Tim O'Brien's Going after Cacciato; and Marilynne Robinson's Gilead, plus several works in translation, such as Franz Kafka's The Trial, Jose Saramago's Blindness, and Salman Rushdie's Shame.  3 credits (Gray) 2:15-3:40 TuTh,  CWH 117

ENGLISH 200, SECTIONS 13 & 14:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “African American Authors”

ENG/ERS 215 & ENG 200 as a single unit is an intensive study of principal African-American authors after the Chicago Renaissance and the depression of the 1930s.  Its purpose is to encourage students to read, examine, analyze, and interpret the record of fiction and nonfiction written by black writers during this period and to explore the intellectual and artistic contributions by these writers to American culture.  In addition, the course is designed to meet the General Education Inquiry-based Racial and Ethnic Cultures and Humanities Studies requirements.  Therefore, it teaches critical reading, critical writing, critical thinking, and critical listening within the context of the African American imagination and experience.  The course’s format is reading, writing about the reading, lecture, and discussion. 3 credits (Young) 11:00-11:55  MWF, CWH 210; 1:10-2:05 MWF, CWH 210

ENGLISH 200, SECTIONS 15 & 18:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “Coming of Age”

Through discussion and written reaction, students will respond to short stories, essays, poetry, and one novel of contemporary American Literature. The focus of this course is to recognize and evaluate literary response to historical and current events. In this course, Coming of Age refers not only to individual development, but to societal growth as well. Writers include Langston Hughes, Flannery O'Connor, Walt Whitman, and Edward Abbey.  3 credits (Heckman) 3:55-5:20 TuTh, CWH 117; 3:55-5:20 MW, CWH 117

ENGLISH 200, SECTIONS 16 & 17:  LITERATURE & HUMAN EXPERIENCE: “International Literature”

The course will introduce students to a variety of International Literature. It will focus on reading to gain knowledge through critical thinking, and by reaching out to worlds of International Literature in an empathic understanding as opposed to holding back.  The reading list includes excerpts from selected works of literature from China, India, Egypt, Senegal, Ancient Greece and the Middle East, as well as globally based authors who have moved away from their roots. All texts are available in accessible English translations. In addition to reading and discussion, written work for the course will comprise of essays, essay exams, informal short writing exercises and occasional quizzes. 3 credits (Hogan) 9:25-10:50 TuTh, CWH 207; 11:00-12:25 TuTh, CWH 207

ENGLISH 201, SECTIONS: 1 & 2: AMERICAN LITERATURE I

An exploration of American literature from early times to the nineteenth century; including such authors as Anne Bradstreet, Roger Williams, Edgar Allan Poe,  and Ralph Waldo Emerson, with special emphasis on the humor and satire of Benjamin Franklin and Washington Irving. 3 credits (Pribek) 8:50-9:45 MWF, CWH 332; 9:55-10:50 MWF, CWH 332

ENGLISH 202, SECTIONS: 1 & 2: AMERICAN LITERATURE II

An exploration of American literature from the late nineteenth century to the present; including such authors as Twain, Freeman, James, Chopin, Frost, Hemingway, Faulkner, Wright, and Bellow.  3 credits (Konas) 8:50-9:45 MWF, CWH 207; 9:55-10:50 MWF, CWH 207

ENGLISH 203, SECTIONS: 1, 2, 3, & 4: ENGLISH LITERATURE I
Encounters with major works of English literature from medieval times through the eighteenth century, including fiction, drama, essays, and poetry.  3 credits ( Eschenbaum, Friesen) 7:45-9:10 TuTh, CWH 117; 9:25-10:50 TuTh, CWH 117; 11:00-12:25 TuTh, CWH 124; 2:15-3:40 TuTh, CWH 125

ENGLISH 204, SECTION 1, 2, & 3:  ENGLISH LITERATURE II
In this course, students examine a wide array of canonical and non-canonical texts in British literature from the late 18th to the early 20th centuries. This period in British history includes many issues of socio-political conflict and the literature of the time reflects them vividly. Poets, essayists, fiction writers and memoirists explore subjects including the impact of the French Revolution on England, the emergence of women's rights, the role of art, working conditions in the age of industrialization, and the conflict between science and religion following Darwin's writings. This course provides essential literary and historical background for any advanced study in British literature.  3 credits (Gappa,Graham) 9:25-10:50 TuTh, CWH 332; 11:00-12:25 TuTh, CWH 332; 2:15-3:40 MW, CWH 210

ENGLISH 208, SECTIONS 1 & 2: INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE

A study of representative works from selected regions and ages of the world, ranging from such non-Western traditions as the Indic, Arabic, African, Chinese, and Japanese to such Western traditions as the Icelandic, Scandinavian, Australian, Russian, and some American. Content and focus vary with instructor. For the Spring term of 2010, the course will introduce students to a variety of International Literature. It will focus on reading to gain knowledge through critical thinking, and by reaching out to these worlds of International Literature in an empathic understanding as opposed to holding back. The reading list includes excerpts from selected works of literature from China, India, Egypt, Senegal, Ancient Greece and the Middle East, as well as globally based authors who have moved away from their roots. All texts are available in accessible English translations. In addition to reading and discussion, written work for the course will comprise of essays, essay exams, informal short writing exercises and occasional quizzes. 
 3 credits (Hogan) 9:25-10:50 TuTh, CWH 207; 11:00-12:25 TuTh, CWH 207
ENGLISH 215, SECTIONS 1 & 2: AFRICAN AMER AUTHORS

A study of the principal post-depression (1940 to present) African American authors, critics, and scholars which clarifies the relationship between these writers and the general field of American literature and which illustrates their unique contributions as representatives of African American culture. 3 credits (Young) 11:00-11:55 MWF, CWH210; 1:10-2:05 MWF, CWH 210

Log on to the UW-La Crosse website for the most accurate and up to date scheduling information at https://timetable.uwlax.edu. Please refer to your UW La Crosse Catalog for course prerequisites, credits, program requirements, etc.
