GEO 200 – “The Land Ethic” Reading Study Questions 
Below are questions to help you review Aldo Leopold(s essay The Land Ethic. 

Reading Questions:

1.  How does Leopold define a community? 

2. Why is the conqueror role, as played by humans, self-defeating?

3. How did he define conservation?  

4. Why is “a system of conservation based solely on economic self-interest hopelessly lopsided”?

5. What is the most serious obstacle to developing a land ethic?


6.  What did Leopold think was the problem with conservation/environmental education?

7.  What did he mean by a land pyramid?

8.  What does the concept of land as an energy circuit involve?

9. In Leopold(s concept of the A-B Cleavage, how does Group A regard the land?  Group B?

10.  Finally, what was his vision of a land ethic?

Questions for Thought:

Consider Aldo Leopold(s vision of a  land ethic.    

1. Has the situation changed any since Leopold wrote the essay? Why/why not?

2. Based on current needs, how would you define a land ethic?  What would be our obligations to the land?  What else might you include in a land ethic?

3. Leopold concluded his essay with a statement that “...our present problem is one of attitude and implements”. What do you think he meant by this?   What are some of the present day, attitudes and implements that are problems for a land ethic and conservation?

