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Guidelines

This will be the first iteration of writing the introduction to your paper. It is really an introduction and literature review. At the minimum it should be 3-4 pages, typed, and double spaced.  It should be free from spelling and grammatical errors.  The introduction needs to include the following:

1. The purpose of your research in a clearly stated research question/testable hypothesis.

2. Present pertinent background information

3. Review pertinent literature which puts the research question into context with previous research.
4. Provide rationale for this research, why is this project interesting?
5. How will this research contribute to our current knowledge base. What is not known now that you intend to discover?

6. Who is your target population?

You should not treat this list as a check list, but rather as a series of questions that all good introductions address. You need to appropriately cite your sources, but for the moment you do not need a full reference page.  One printed draft for EACH group member will be brought to class on 5/28, revisions will be due electronically by 5pm 6/1.

Here are some web guidelines for literature reviews.

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/literature_review.html
See the course website for links to example research.

Citation should be in-text (author, date) as you will read in the examples. You should also include a bibliography/works cited page (which does not count against the page length suggestion).
