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Tuesday May 1st, I want to have a discussion in class about how we can “save” Nigeria.  I want to apply the lessons of economics to the country to see if we can offer some useful ideas to the international aid leaders and the new political regime in Nigeria.  I expect you to come prepared and informed.  You should break into groups of 4-5 people so that you can share your research findings.
My Expectations for your group:  1) Identify what you feel is the KEY problem preventing Nigeria from joining the developed world (becoming a rich country).  Be able to defend your answer.  2) Offer at least one solution to the problem you identified above.

Here are just a few basic questions to help get you started: 

What has the growth rate of GDP/capita been over the last few years?

What are the important indicators and measures of development and what do they say about Nigeria? (Political/Economic/Social)
What has been done to aid the Nigerian government in the past?

Why have those previous measures failed?

Here are some web resources that might help:
http://www.cenbank.org/ The Central Bank of Nigeria
http://www.imf.org/external/country/NGA/index.htm The IMF’s Nigeria page
http://www.worldbank.org/afr/ng/ The World Bank’s Nigeria page
