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Opening
Materials:

· Sentence strips
· Pocket chart
· Book: That’s Good! That’s Bad! by Margery Cuyler
· Large and small pictures of each animal
Procedure:

· Introduce ourselves (teachers introduce themselves at stations)
· Introduction to the day
· Today we will be talking about five of the different animals you see at the zoo

· You will be moving through five different stations to learn about the different zoo animals
· Read the book That’s Good! That’s Bad!
· Teach the children the transition song we will sing
· We will be teaching you a song today and every time you hear the teachers start singing the song, you can sing along and that means that you should move to the next station

· Introduce the song with the first verse, using the sentence strips, and then have the children sing the first verse with us. Repeat this step for the second verse. Then we will sing the last three verses in unison.

· Hand out the group cards and tell the students they should go to the station that matches the picture they have in their hands (the pictures will be collected at stations)
Teachers: Kelly Wagner & Julia Weiss

Title of Lesson: Slithery Snakes


Subject/Topic: Animals/Snakes

I. Objectives: The students will be able to:

a. Understand that snakes are reptiles.

b. Understand that snakes jaws aren’t fused together so they can swallow things larger then their own head (like mice, insects, frogs, birds, fish, etc.).

c. Understand that snakes don’t have arms or legs so they slither to move. 

d. Understand that snakes that live everywhere except where the ground is frozen.

II. Materials:

a. Book

b. Poster

c. Tag Board

d. Paper

e. Scissors

f. Crayons, markers, glitter, glue, etc.

III. Procedure:

a. Ask students what they already know about snakes. (Create list on tag board)

b. Read book.

c. Go over snake posters and discuss characteristics of snakes and other facts.  Information will be on a poster for all of the children to see. 

d. While discussing how snakes move have the students get on the ground and try to move without using their arms or legs (slither).

e. Have students sit at a table and hand out materials for the paper plate snake.  

f. Have students color their paper before cutting it out.  They may add googley eyes, glitter, and other materials to their snake after it is cut out.  

IV. Check for Understanding:

a. We will check what the students have learned from what they knew in the beginning and questions they still have.  

Teachers: Danielle Schwarz and Courtney Kautzer

Title of Lesson: Playful Penguins

Subject/Topic: Animals/Penguins

V. Objectives: The students will be able to:

a. Understand that penguins are birds.

b. Point out on a map where penguins live and the climate they live in.

c. List foods that penguins eat and what they drink.

d. Understand the exoskeleton of penguins and be able to describe how penguins are able to stay warm.

e. Recognize that penguins’ offspring are delivered in the form of eggs.

VI. Materials:

a. Small “alligator” balls

b. Inflatable globe

c. Printed and laminated color pictures (see attached)

d. Four sturdy 1 quart size zip-lock bags

e. One can of vegetable shortening (such as Crisco)

f. Duct Tape

g. One bucket of ice water

h. Towels

VII. Procedure:

a. Ask students to think of an animal that is a bird but can not fly.

b. Show picture of penguin, and ask what students know about penguins.

c. Show students laminated pictures/maps and globes and point to where penguins live. 

d. Discuss the habitat of penguins, the temperature of the climate they live in and how they stay warm (huddling and the makeup of their exoskeleton).

e. Blubber activity:  Cover one hand with a plastic bag.  Put a generous amount of shortening into another bag.  Have the student put the plastic-covered hand into the bag with the shortening.  Knead the shortening to make sure the hand is completely surrounded my shortening.  Wrap duct tape around the portion of the bag covering your wrist to seal the bag.  Cover the other hand with two plastic bags (without shortening).  Have the students test one with shortening and one without to show them the difference it makes to have blubber to keep warm!

f. Ask for predictions of what penguins eat, show picture of what they eat, ask for predictions again, based on picture.

g. Discuss eating and drinking of penguins

h. Talk about how babies are born from eggs, just like other birds.  

i. Describe how the parents must walk to balance them on their feet.

j. Activity:  Have students each take an “alligator ball” and try to walk/waddle without the ball rolling off.  This is why penguins waddle so funny like they do!

VIII. Check for Understanding:

a. We will check what the students have learned from what they knew in the beginning and questions they still have. 

b. If time allows, we will ask review questions, such as:

· On the globe, point to where penguins live

· What do penguins eat?

· How do penguins stay warm?

Teachers: Stephanie Hess & Brittany Hora
Title of Lesson: Eating like Elephants                         Subject/Topic: Animals/Elephants

IX. Objectives: The students will be able to:

a. Understand elephants are plant eaters.

b. Understand that elephants eat grasses, berries, fruits, roots, vegetables. 

c. Understand how much elephants eat and drink each day. 

X. Materials:

a. Elephant finger play “The Elephant Goes”

b. Elephant picture

c. Elephant foods page

d. Crayons

e. Scissors

f. Glue

g. 1 lb. butter

h. 1 gallon water

i. 11 ft. of string and a chair

XI. Procedure:

a. Introduce topic by holding string while standing on a chair so the string touches the ground.  Ask the students what animal we will be talking about that is this tall.  We will give them hints if needed.

b. Introduce finger play; sing and do actions twice then have the students join in the third time. 

c. Have the students tell us what they already know about elephants.  

d. Explain to the students that elephants are plant eaters.  We will ask them what they think this means.  

e. Give example of foods that plant eaters such as elephants eat.

f. Explain and demonstrate by bringing out 1 pound of butter and 1 gallon of water of how much an elephant eats and drinks each day.  

g. Have the students color the foods on the worksheet that elephants eat and cut them out and glue them inside the elephant.    

XII. Check for Understanding:

a. We will know if they understand if they are able to complete the worksheet.

Teachers: Betsy De Lazzer and Megan Woodford

Title of lesson: “Monkeying Around”

Subject/Topic: Animals/monkeys

I. Objective: The students will be able to:

a. Understand that there are many different kinds of monkeys.

b. Understand that monkeys can hang by their tails and have very flexible hands and feet.

c. Understand where monkeys live and what they eat.

II. Materials
a. Book:
So Say the Little Monkeys, by Nancy Van Laan.

b. Monkey Matching Game
c. Monkey Facts Sheet

III. Procedure
a. Question students what they know about monkeys
b. Discuss/ dispel myths/ misconceptions
c. Read story:  So Say the Little Monkeys
d. Talk about monkey habitats, diet, and movement

e. Have students play a matching game with different pictures of different types of monkeys. 
IV. Check for Understanding

a. Students and their participation will be observed throughout the lesson.  The children will be asked to choose one food and one place that they would like for their monkey, along with the completion of the monkey matching game will allow us to assess their understanding of the material.

Teachers: Rachel Knutowski and Lindsey Nash

Title of Lesson: Fish Frenzy

Subject/Topic: Animals/Fish
I. Objectives: The student will be able to:

a. Identify animals classified as fish

b. Identify characteristics of fish such as: where they live, how they move, their body, and how they breathe.

c. Understand that….

· fish live in a variety of types of water

· fish swings their tail fins back and forth to move

· all fish have backbones

· the scales of fish protect the fish’s skin from cuts and scrapes

· fish open and close their mouth to breathe

· fish have gills, not lungs for breathing
II. Materials
a. Pictures of a variety of animals

i. For them to pick out the fish

b. The book What’s It Like to Be a Fish
c. Chart paper

d. Marker
e. Poster with characteristics and pictures of fish on it

f. Paper plates

g. Goldfish crackers

h. Glue

i. Bird seed (to represent rocks)

j. Saran Wrap

k. Crayons

III. Procedure
a. Make a list with the students of what they already know about the fish

b. Read the book, What’s It Like to Be a Fish
i. Use pictures to ask the students what new information they learned about fish from the book

c. Explain to the students the other characteristics not covered

i. Where they live

ii. How they move

iii. Their body

iv. How they breathe

d. Split the students into two groups

e. One group of students will be making the underwater habitat

f. Give each student a paper plate, glue, goldfish crackers, and bird seed

g. Have the students use these materials to make the underwater environment

h. Allow students to draw other animals on the plate

i. Teacher should then wrap the plate in saran wrap

j. The other group of students will be using the note cards with pictures of different animals on them

i. Have them pick out the pictures of the fish
IV. Check for Understanding
a. Teacher will observe the children as they participate in the two activities.

i. Did the students pick out the animals classified as fish on the note cards?

ii. Does the children’s fish habitat resemble what we discussed in our lesson?

Closing
Materials:
· Markers and crayons

· My favorite animal sheets

· Construction paper

· Yarn

· Three hole punch

· Sentence strips 

· Pocket chart

Procedure:
· Sing the last verse of the song as a transition to bring the students back to the whole group

· Discuss what the students learned at the stations, what they found interesting, what was their favorite activity, what was their favorite animal they learned about

· Tell students they will be creating a class book

· Tell the students that they will be drawing their favorite animals onto the “My favorite animal is…” sheet

· We will encourage students to write their favorite animal’s name in the blank and then the teacher will write it underneath if it is not legible

· Give the students five to ten minutes to draw their animals and hand them into the teachers
· Then we will come back as a whole group and sing our song one last time and tell the students to be creative and act out the animal we are singing about
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