Child Abuse:  How to see it … How to stop it

[Focus Questions]

1) On what clear and unambiguous grounds is it argued that child abuse is a major crisis in the United States today?

2) Of the four equally serious forms of child abuse identified in the program which is the most common accounting for over half of all the cases?

3) How is it suggested in the program that accidental injuries to children may be distinguished from inflicted injuries?  And specifically what do we need to know about patterns of bruising that help child abuse investigators decide if a child has been abused or not?

4) What parental characteristics are identified in the program as being associated with over half of all the incidents of neglect and abuse?

5) What are the “shield laws” that are mentioned in this program that most states have and what is their purpose?

6) Of the four general types of child abuse identified which ones would you speculate are probably the most underreported because of the difficulty of identifying physical signs?

7) In general what is recommended that a person who has strong suspicions regarding the likelihood that a child has been abused do?  Why do you think it is that only one out of three persons reportedly do make a child abuse report when they confront one?

8) Reports of suspected child abuse have risen dramatically (from one million in 1980 to about three million currently).  Does this fact necessarily prove that the true rate of child abuse has risen over this time period?  Explain.

How might one argue that these rising numbers of child abuse reports actually do reflect a true increase in the rate of child abuse over this time period?

9) As discussed in the Cherlin text what does the social learning perspective have to say about why domestic violence occurs?  In your own view how persuasive is this perspective?  What is one major limitation of this theory?

10) As discussed in the Cherlin text what does the frustration/aggression perspective have to say about why domestic violence occurs?  In your own view how persuasive is this perspective?  What is one major limitation of this theory?

11) As discussed in the Cherlin text what does the social exchange perspective have to say about why domestic violence occurs?  In your own view how persuasive is this perspective?  What is one major limitation of this theory?

