The History of the American Family in Brief

I. Colonial period [before 1776] American families were extremely diverse in their mores but the nuclear structure was predominant and ideal.  [Extended families like the mythic Waltons of TV fame existed but were not normative nor were they the preferred family organization]

a) Puritan families were traditionally patriarchal

b) Quakers were pacifists
c) Moravians were musical and egalitarian
d) Shakers were communalistic and non-procreative; Amish, Hutterites, and Mennonites were and remain communalistic today and all remain highly procreative
II. Following the American Revolution [1776 to 1830] the modern American family begins to emerge out of an agrarian context where both the husband and wife contribute in important ways to the economy of the family.

a) rise of affective individualism
b) rise of commercial capitalism begins to promote separation of work roles for men and women
c) a cultural divide begins to emerge creating working and middle class families as a result of economic adaptation to urbanization
III. American families exist in transition between the familial and the labor market modes [1830 to 1900].

a) Familial mode---most food, clothing, and other services used by the family were produced by the family

1) parents and children contribute to a common family fund
2) boarders and lodgers become part of the family economy

b) Labor market mode---the workplace migrates away from the home and women become marginalized to the national economy

1) by the 1930s, all social classes are drawn into the labor market mode

2) child labor laws arise restricting child labor but do not end it until 1930
3) fertility rates continue to decline [1800 7 kids average to 1850 five kids average to 1900 3.77 kids average]

IV. The rise of the private family [1900 to 2004] and the waning of the public family
a) Depression generation families [1929 to 1939]

b) Baby Boom families [1945 to 1960]

c) Modern era families [1960s to Present]

National trends---Declining fertility and increasing divorce rates

