Vanishing Fathers: Focus Questions
1) Professor Sara McLanahan says that back in the early 1970s, during the sudden rise in the divorce rate in America, the clean-break theory of divorce came into being.  What does she mean by this and what does she mean when she says that this theory simply did not work for the children?

2) Professor McLanahan admits that when she began her research studies into the effects of divorce on children some thirteen years ago she assumed that divorce did not do any particular harm, on average, to children.   What does she tell us that she has learned about the impact of divorce on children over the past thirteen years of her research?

3) Why do you think it is that so many divorced parents fail to make the child support payments that have been ordered by the Court?  And how would you evaluate Gordon’s performance as a father to his children and as a husband to his wife Bonita?

4)  Why do you think it is that this program focused only on the husbands who failed to make their child support payments without any reference to women?

5) When the divorced parents are in a high conflict mode of interaction, how do courts attempt to manage the issues that divorced persons have with one another?

6) What are the concerns that the Women’s Studies faculty at Princeton University have regarding Professor McLanahan’s research and the reporting of her findings?  And what is Professor McLanahan’s response to this concern?

7) What do you think that Professor McLanahan means when she says that women’s equality can’t really be achieved until men get more involved in children?  Do you agree with this assertion?  Explain.

8) What does Sara McLanahan say that she has learned about the role of the father in the family that she didn’t really appreciate until after her thirteen years of research?

