Short Paper Panel #1 Questions on Spanking as Discipline

1) Trumbull and Ravenel write that “any disciplinary measure, physical, verbal or emotional, carried to an extreme can harm a child.”  Define what might reasonably be regarded as “extreme” versus “appropriate” disciplinary measures.  Under what circumstances does the practice of  “mild spanking” appear to be most appropriate?  By contrast, under what circumstances does the practice of spanking appear to be least appropriate?  Give examples of both.

2) Reflect over the type and quality of the data that Trumbull and Ravenel use in their arguments in support of spanking and compare this with the type and quality of data that Hyman uses to condemn spanking.  Why do you think it is that Hyman narrows his critique of “spanking” to only those studies dealing with “corporal punishment” in the schools?  How might this bias the conclusions that he reaches?

3) Imagine that you have a five-year-old child.  A few days ago imagine that he/she took a crayon and drew all over your walls with it.  You calmly explained that this activity should not to be repeated again, gave the child some paper, and instructed her/him to use that in the future when the urge to draw next arose.  The next day, you awoke to find that your walls were again colorfully decorated with crayon scribbling all over them.  You then took away the crayons, explaining why you did that.  A few days later upon awaking you discovered that your adventuresome little child had found some more crayons and had once again decorated your walls.  Name three disciplinary techniques that you think would stop your child from doing this again, and explain why you think they would work.

