Short Paper Panel #3 Questions on Transracial Adoptions
 
1)      How important is it, do you think, to impart cultural values, stories, and norms to a child?  Identify some of the cultural values, stories, and norms you received while you were growing up.  Is it only possible to transmit this sort of heritage if the parents are from the same cultural, racial, or ethnic background as the child?  Explain.
 
2)      For a child who is born white in the United States and placed with an adoption agency, what “cultural values” are relevant to that child that would differ from an African American child?  In this regard consider what it means culturally, to be a white child in the United States, if the child’s European origin is unknown?  And what do you make of the argument that Black kids should never be adopted by white parents because African American children must learn to cope with racism as minority children and that only same race parents can teach this effectively?
 
3)      Both Kennedy and McRoy focus on white parents adopting African American children and the issues related to this type of transracial adoption.  Discuss some other types of transracial or transcultural adoption and any relevant issues that might be raised by these.  For example, is there any reason to be concerned about a Chinese child being adopted by Korean parents?  Or a Hawaiian child being adopted by Mexican parents?  Or a HoChunk child being adopted by Sioux parents?  
 
