Short Paper Panel #4 Questions on Cohabitation and Marriage
 
1) List three advantages to cohabitating before marriage and three advantages to not living together before marriage.  Be sure to explain why you think each is an advantage.  Use evidence from both selections in your answer.

2) These papers discuss cohabitation mainly within the context of an eventual marriage.  However, what arguments might be made for cohabiting as a permanent arrangement in preference to marriage?  Do you think cohabitational relationships have reasonable chances of lasting for a lifetime?  Why or why not?
3) Popenoe and Whitehead assert that there are “far higher levels of child abuse” in cohabiting families than in two married parent families.  On what basis do they make this assertion?  What would researchers need to control for in order to convincingly establish that cohabitation as opposed to something else actually increases the likelihood of child abuse?  Assuming that this evidence can be provided (and it can), how can you explain this result?
