Short Paper Panel #7 
Questions on Effects of Divorce on Children
_________________________________________
 
1) Some have proposed that divorce be restricted to marriages where it could be shown that divorce was in the best interest of the children, and if there were no children, than divorce would automatically be granted upon request as it is now.  Would you support or oppose such a legal change in divorce law?  How might such a law be argued to be of benefit to society?  And on what basis might such a law be opposed?
2) Gately and Schwebel cite four possible favorable outcomes that can take place for children after a divorce.  Select any two of these four and analyze them, describing the potential positive and negative aspects of each. [Notice that no claim is made here that these outcomes occur in the majority of cases or that they occur more often with children of divorce than with children without divorcing parents.]  Do you agree or disagree with Gately and Schwebel’s overall assessment of the favorable consequences for children that follow divorce?
3) How do you think the media depicts divorce in the United States?  Do you think it provides an accurate depiction, an overly harsh depiction, or a sugar-coated depiction?  Based on what you read in the selections by Zinsmeister and Gately/Schwebel, how accurate do you think their depictions are?  Provide examples of movies, television shows, books, and/or magazine selections to illustrate your points.

 
