Short Paper Panel #8 Questions on Same Sex Marriages
 
1) In 2006 the State of Wisconsin voted in the decisive majority of 59% to modify the State Constitution to define marriage as “a contract between one man and one woman”.  This vote also stipulated that “a legal status identical or substantially similar to that of marriage for unmarried individuals shall not be valid or recognized in this state.”  On what grounds is it that the majority of the adult population of this state opposes gay marriage and has thereby rendered it to be a legal form of discrimination?  By contrast how can you explain that 36 states in 2010 have statutes prohibiting same sex marriage and six states in 2010[Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont] have legalized same sex marriage?
2)   More and more states are granting domestic partnership recognition for same-sex couples.  This may include health insurance coverage and other financial benefits were one partner to become disabled or pass away.  Do you think domestic partnership recognition is enough or should same-sex couples be allowed to marry?  If you agree with domestic partnership recognition, what types of rights do you think should be included?  Which would you exclude, and why?

3) Evaluate the assertion that “marriage is fundamentally a procreation-based institution upon which human society is founded and since the procreative mission of marriage is stated in both the Torah and the Bible to be a requirement of marriage, ‘same sex marriage’ is dissimilar to ‘heterosexual marriage’ and therefore the two should not be joined as if they were the same.”  What are the strengths and what are the flaws of this assertion?

4) George writes, “… [while] marriage in the past 35 years or so has been damaged more severely by heterosexual immorality and irresponsibility than by homosexual activism, it is also true that same-sex marriage … would strike a blow against the institution more fundamental and definitive even than the disastrous policy of ‘no-fault’ divorce.”  On what basis does George appear to base his fear that gay marriage, were it to exist legally, prove less stable and more prone to raise the already high divorce rate among heterosexuals?  Explain why you agree or disagree with this claim.
