Marriage and Family

Sociology 212

Focus Questions

Men, Women and the Sex Difference---Narrator, John Stossel

1) What is it exactly that early childhood studies report to find to be different between the way young boys and girls behave?

2) How is it that these differences are alleged to arise from differential socialization experiences of young boys and girls?

3) What evidence is given to support the claim that these sex differences observed in early childhood are at least partly determined by biological/ hormonal differences?

4) How is it that the question of sex differences may be viewed as entirely separate from the question of political and socio-economic equality between the sexes?  On what basis might it be argued that they cannot be separated?

5) On what grounds exactly do feminists Gloria Steinem, Bella Abzug, and Gloria Alfred argue that research on “sex differences” should not be done at all and that programs like John Stossel’s should not be made or televised?  Do you agree with this viewpoint?  Why?

6) As it was reviewed in the program, what explains the fact that some employers such as fire departments and the US military have adopted “less strenuous” physical strength standards for female versus male trainees?

7) How is it argued that recognizing ‘sex differences’ to the extent that they do exist, may actually be beneficial to society overall as well as to the interests of men and women both?  Do you agree?  Why?

