SOC 212 (Marriage and Family)--Key Term Study Guide I
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Short Essays

1) Compare and contrast the “private family” from the “public family” as discussed by Cherlin.  In other words, what do families do that is important for society?  What do families do that is important for the individuals in them?

2) What are the leading theoretical approaches to studying the family?

3) What functions have families traditionally performed?

4) How did American families change after 1776 when the United States was founded?

5) How have the family histories of major ethnic and racial groups differed?

6) What important changes occurred in marriage and childbearing in the last half of the twentieth century?

7) What sorts of scientific evidence exists indicating that some of the differences between the behavior of women and men are biologically based?

8) How do sociologists distinguish between the concepts of “sex” and “gender”?

9) How does everyday life reinforce gender differences?

10)  How have changes in the American economy since the 1970s affected families?

11)  Are there differences across classes in how parents raise children?

12)  How have the family lives of people at the top and bottom of the social order diverged recently?

13)  How has African-American family life changed over the past several decades?

14)  What are the family patterns of the major Hispanic ethnic groups?

15)  What are the distinctive characteristics of the family patterns of Asian Americans?

16)  What are the distinctive family traditions of Hmong Americans as they contrast with mainstream American family traditions?

17)  How is intermarriage affecting racial and ethnic groups?

