Issue Two: Is Immigration Good for America?
YES: David Cole

NO: Peter Brimelow
1. Brimelow writes that “it’s not just illegal immigration that is out of control.  So is legal immigration.”  Since the US Government currently has a maximum total cap of 675,000 legal immigrants per year, what do you think Brimelow means when he says that legal immigration is out of control?   [Each nationality group has an annual immigrant cap of 20,000]

2. How does Cole go about arguing that America is not currently being overrun with immigrants?  Do you agree with Cole on this point?  On what basis might you disagree with Cole on this question?

3. Brimelow certainly gets our attention when he correctly cites the statistic that  “aliens make up one-quarter of the prisoners in federal penitentiaries---almost three times their proportion in the population at large.”  Don’t you think that it is a little bit odd that Brimelow only cites the statistics for federal prisons and not state prisons when the vast majority of criminals in America are in state prisons?  What do you make of this omission? 

[Clue:  Only four percent of state prisoners are aliens]

4. Cole says that the most widespread misunderstanding about immigrants is probably the notion that they take jobs away from US citizens.  First, explain why this claim appears to be true at first glance.  Second, on what basis does Cole refute the claim that immigrants are a primary cause of unemployment for native-born Americans?

5. How might it be argued that illegal immigrants are responsible for the lion’s share of many problems about which Brimelow appears most concerned---English language deficiency, overrepresentation in federal prisons, lacking health care insurance, et cetera?   

6. Brimelow correctly cites the statistic that currently one child in every twenty enrolled in American public schools needs language assistance programs.  Why is this considered to be a serious problem for many Americans?  And on what grounds might this statistic be viewed as no major national concern at all?

7. Brimelow implies if he does not say it forthrightly that new immigrants are a problem in the United States because they refuse to assimilate and thereby deprive the nation of its cultural and political unity.  What is Cole’s answer to this?  With whom do you agree more on this point?  Why?

