Issue Four: Are Asian Americans a Model                      Minority?
YES---David A. Bell
NO---Frank H. Wu
1. On what basis is it that David Bell argues that Asian Americans are “America’s greatest success story”?

2. In historical terms what specific parallels does Bell cite between Asian Americans and American Jews?

3. According to Bell’s analysis the family is the core social institution most responsible for the success of Asian Americans.  What is it about the Asian American family that is said by Bell to promote economic success?

4. What exactly does Frank Wu mean when he writes that the  model minority myth is resilient because it is a ‘meme’?  How and for whom is this myth said to “be useful”?  Clarify.
5. Frank Wu argues that the “model minority myth” has a germ of truth in it; however the germ becomes exaggerated and distorted.  What exactly does he mean by this?  What is the ‘germ of truth’ and what exactly is the exaggeration and distortion he refers to?
6.  Explain what Frank Wu means when he writes that “it is a considerable challenge to explain how an apparent tribute can be a dangerous stereotype and why it presents a problem to overcome?

