Issue Six: Are Hispanics Making Economic                   Progress?
YES---Linda Chavez
NO---Robert Aponte
1. On what basis might it be argued that how we answer this question will vary depending upon which subgroup of Hispanics we are referring to?   Illustrate this by contrasting Puerto Ricans with Cuban Americans.  

2. On what basis might it be argued that how we answer this question will vary depending upon which generation of Hispanic Americans we are referring to?   Specifically how might we expect to find that first generation Hispanics (i.e., those born outside of the United States) differ from second generation Hispanics of any Hispanic subgroup (for example, Mexican American)?

3. On what basis might it be argued that how we answer this question will vary depending upon how we choose to define the term “progress”?   How is the answer to this question modified when we define “progress” in terms of the anticipated quality of lifestyle in the person’s homeland versus when we define “progress” in terms of how the Hispanic immigrant compares with the average White American citizen?

4. Discuss whether the cited higher labor force participation rates of Mexican Americans is to be interpreted as an indicator of “progress” or as an indicator of “poverty”.

5. How does the fact that Hispanics are currently the fastest growing immigrant sector of the American population help to dampen any appearance of “progress” that may be said to characterize this group?  And how do illegal immigrants complicate the assessment of Hispanic group progress?

6. What explanation can you give for why only 11 percent of all Hispanic males currently are employed in managerial or professional jobs compared with 27 percent of all non-Hispanic males?  

