Civil Rights Act of 1964

HR 7152
1963
President John F. Kennedy drafts HR 7152 (37 pages long) and it is
Introduced to the House on June 20,1963 by Manny Cellars, a Democrat from New York---the Bill starts in the Judiciary Committee;
Republican leader in the House, McCulloh, stipulates the conditions for his support of HR 7152

a) the Bill does not get compromised by deleting key provisions

b) President Kennedy agrees to give Republicans equal credit with


Democrats for the passage of the Bill (should it get passed)
1963  March on Washington … 100 Years of Waiting for Racial Equality …


    occurs on August 28, 1963 … A. Philip Randolph and Bayard                Rustin organize the March


c) House Judiciary subcommittee adds amendments to HR7152 and                the Bill grows to 62 pages
d) Libonati betrays his Party and withdraws his Amendment to     weaken the voting rights provisions of Title I

e) Compromise Bill emerges [Read pages 58-59] at behest of JFK

1963 November  22nd  … JFK assassinated

f) Bill now moves to the House Rules Committee---Chairman Howard     Smith, Democrat from Virginia and elderly racist, attempts to     suffocate the Bill by not convening the Rules Committee; Rules     Committee convenes without Howard Smith

e) HR 7152 moves onto the House floor for debate


---Smith introduces his “poison pill” amendment; sex is                       included as a protected class under Title VII---Equal                       employment opportunity



---Equal opportunity of American Indians Amendment added


---Final House vote---290 yes, 130 no---after 9 days of debate
1964 February 10th  … The  Bill moves to the Senate

a) the Bill bypasses the Senate Judiciary Committee … “the reasons for unusual procedures are too well known to require elaboration”

b) the great Senate filibuster commences
c) LBJ assigns Hubert Humphrey the job of winning over Everett Dirksen’s vote

d) the cloture vote

e) final Senate vote

House and Senate Reconciliation

Final Passage   --- Vote 289 yes, 126 no
