Panel #6    Are Restrictions on Physician-Assisted                   Suicide Constitutional?

1) First, clarify the differences between the concepts of suicide, euthanasia, and physician-assisted suicide.  Next, clarify how the claim of a right of suicide differs from the claim of a right to physician assisted suicide?  And what is the purpose of the “living will” in all this?

2) In what fundamental way has “the right to die” legal issue been largely created by advancing medical technology?  Why do you think it is that this issue is only now getting attention?  What do you envision the future of this issue to be as medical technology advances?
3) How do the legal issues relating to “the right to die” differ in the two federal cases of Cruzan v. Missouri Department of Health (1990) and Compassion in Dying v. State of Washington (1996)?
4) What does the “balancing test” refer to in the “right to die” legal context?  In your opinion what is the best argument against “right to die” proponents?  Are you for or against the individual’s right to physician-assisted suicide given that the person is in a terminal condition?
