English 202 – American Literature II

Spring 2007
Section 003: 12:05-1:00, MWF, Wimberly 210
Section 004: 1:10-2:05, MWF, Wimberly 210
Instructor: Dr. Virginia Crank

Office: Wimberly 431B

Office Phone:  785-6933

E-mail: crank.virg@uwlax.edu  or  dengin3@charter.net
Office Hours: MW 2:15-3:00 pm, TTh 11:00-12:00 noon, or by appointment.

Course Description:  This course explores the literature of the United States from after the Civil War to the present. This course falls under the “Humanistic Studies” area of your General Education requirements, which means that, in addition to studying the literature for its aesthetic and historical interest, we will also be using the literature to discuss questions such as, “What does it mean to be human?” and “What have/do/should humans value?”. An extension of that question in this course will be, “What does it mean to be American?” and “What have/do/should Americans value?”. American literature gives us great insight into the history and cultures of the people who have contributed to “America.”

Required Texts:

From Textbook Rental (or you may purchase your own copy):

· Baym, Nina, Ed. The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Vol. 2, 5th Edition.
· Walker, Alice. The Color Purple.

· Alexie, Sherman. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. 

I will hand out additional stories and materials as needed.

Course Requirements:

Reading Journal/In-class Writings (35%): For each day’s assigned readings, you will write something. For some readings, you’ll do a one-page, typed, single-spaced journal entry (see attached example). These journal responses allow you to write honestly about your reactions to and questions about each piece of literature and to begin to formulate your own ideas and interpretations. The reading journal will be done before class, used during class discussion, and then collected. Your journal will be evaluated only on the quality of your thinking and your effort to understand and interpret the stories, not on your writing ability or grammatical correctness. I will not accept late journal entries.


The second type of writing you’ll do will be in-class writings. These will be freewrite/responses to prompts given by me either at the beginning or end of the class. They may be used during class discussion and then will be collected. These writings also will be evaluated only on the quality of your thinking and your effort to examine the literature in light of the prompt, not on your writing ability or grammatical correctness. In-class writings may not be made up and must be turned in during the class period.


Since I believe that writing is a superior tool for learning, these writings form a significant portion of your course grade. At the end of the semester, I will drop your three lowest writing scores (which means that you can miss three journals or in-class writings without penalty).

Quizzes (15%): Without warning, I will give occasional reading quizzes over the day’s assigned material. These quizzes will be short and (mostly) objective in nature. The quizzes complement the writing assignments in that they require a more precise and objective interaction with the text, whereas the writings encourage a more subjective and interpretive interaction with it. Although the number of quizzes is not yet set, at the end of the semester, you’ll be allowed to drop your lowest quiz score. Quizzes cannot be made up.

Exams (40%): You’ll have three exams during the semester. Two will be given during regular classes and will be of equal weight; the third will be a more comprehensive final exam worth more. EXAMS CANNOT BE MADE UP OR GIVEN EARLY.

Participation/Presentation (10%): You are expected to come to class with the assignments read, ready to participate in class discussion. THIS IS NOT A LECTURE-BASED CLASS!!   I do not see it as my role in this class to tell you what to think about each piece of literature, to tell you what it “means.” I see it as my job to guide YOUR discussions of the various meanings and interpretations of each text. We will not always agree; intelligent discussion will be based on each of us supporting our interpretations with evidence from the text as well as from our own experience and knowledge. Discussion cannot take place unless you speak up. Therefore, I will be “grading” your participation in class. Your reading journal can be an aid to you here, as it can offer you some ideas of what to add to our discussion.

Each student will also be asked to give a presentation on an assigned author/work or related topic and start our class discussion that day (see handout on Student Presentations).

Your participation grade, then, will be based on your regular contribution to class discussion and on your presentation. 

Your final grade will be figured accordingly:



Reading Journal

350



Exam 1


100



Exam 2


100



Final Exam


200



Quizzes


150



Participation

100

The total of 1000 points will be converted to a percentage, to which the following letter-grade scale will be applied:



A
100-94



A/B
 93-90



B
 89-84



B/C
 83-80



C
 79-70



D
 69-62



F
 61-0

Attendance: As adults and experienced college students, you should be well aware of the benefits of regular class attendance. In addition to the need to be present to turn in assignments and take quizzes, your participation in each class discussion of the literature will certainly improve your chances of doing well on the exams. That said, I will expect you to attend class each time we meet, ready to talk and learn, but I will not be rewarding or penalizing attendance with a point system.

FYI: Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, or hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the instructor and Disability Resource Services, 165 Murphy Library at the beginning of the semester. Students currently using Disability Resource Services will have a copy of a contract that verifies they are qualified students with disabilities who have documentation on file in the Disability Resource Service office.

