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Realm 4. Latin America and the Caribbean.
A. Introductory Section.
1. The Realm in the GEOG 110-004 Course Sequence. 

Latin America and the Caribbean is the 4th cultural realm to be the subject of focus in this course. Thus far, we have described:

· Europe;

· The Russian World, also known as the Former Soviet Union;
· Anglo-America.
2. The Realm in the Global Context.

The contribution of people of this region, particularly to the development of agricultural products before it became an oppressed, denigrated colony of Iberian Spain was enormous.  Ancient civilizations here first discovered and developed the following important crops:

· Tobacco (the Caribbean and Northern South America;

· The “Irish” potato (Andean Amerindians in the present day Peru and Bolivia);

· Corn (southern Mexico);

· Cacao and Chocolate (Mexico);

· The Coca plant;

· Strawberries;

· Pineapples;

· Cashews;

· All varieties of chili peppers now used globally. 

The Latin America/Caribbean Realm contains the largest concentration of Latin-origin populations in the world. The realm was substantially constructed by colonizing processes unleashed by Spain and Portugal from about 1450 to 1500. As the Iberian powers weakened due to their failure to modernize their political, social and economic structures, Netherlands, Britain and France all rose in power and began to challenge the Iberian colonial monopoly. Thus, today, the independent countries and remaining colonies of Latin America and the Caribbean bear the colonial legacy of five European countries:
· Spain;

· Portugal;
· France;
· Britain;
· Netherlands. 
It is important to understand that the countries that came to colonize the region did so at different times and produced very different cultural results. Spain initiated colonization of the entire Western Hemisphere in its landing in the Caribbean in 1492, and Portugal came soon after. These two colonial powers maintained a monopoly on colonization in the Americas for more than 100 years. The overall division of what is now Latin America and the Caribbean during the period of this Iberian monopoly was formalized at the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494), which gave Spain most of the New World, but gave Portugal a “toe-hold” on South America that became Brazil, a country which now accounts for more than 47% of the land mass of the South American continent.

The realm is the first underdeveloped region covered in the course. It consists of countries that function as “peripheries” within the global political and economic system, specifically relative to the United States and the more advanced European countries. What this means is that, traditionally, the Latin America region has supplied raw materials, agricultural products and cheap labor for the benefit of large economic interests based in the United States of America, Canada and some Western European countries. In recent decades, this region has emerged as a major source of cheap labor for USA and Japanese corporations, whose major corporations use labor in Mexico and elsewhere to produce goods cheaply and sell them to higher income markets in the United States, Canada and other developed countries.

3. The Realm in Hemispheric Context.
Time-Frame of Colonization. Although the Anglophone region of the Western Hemisphere – particularly the United States America --  has been economically, politically and socially dominant in this realm for more than 150 years, the Spanish-origin societies and Brazil are the result of older colonizing processes. Indeed, it is possible to view Spanish and Portuguese Latin America as the consequences of  “Stage I” New World or Western Hemisphere colonization, and the United States of  America, Canada and many of the Caribbean isles under Britain, France and Netherlands as “Stage II” of the colonizing process. Britain, Netherlands and France, the European powers which produced Stage II, began their control in the 1600s, more than a century after the onset of control and colonization by the Iberian powers.  

Specific Cultural Context in Contrast to Anglo-America. As we have just studied Anglo-America, it is instructive to look at the factors that define and characterize and that are in some contrast to Anglo-America.  

The United States and Canada were both formed by the following processes, initiated principally by elites  from England:

· Systematic annihilation of hundreds of native nations, and the transfer of their land and resources, first to English colonizers, then to masses of people from virtually every European nation and country, in exchange for their political and economic loyalty;    
· The enslavement of indigenous natives as well as the large-scale importation of Africans through the Triangular Slave Trade;

· The creation of the ideas of Amerindian and African cultures as alien, or of limited, exotic value and meaning;

· The alienation and systematic destruction of Amerindian cultures;   

· The invention and systematic use of “race” as a means for merchants and large landholders in power to maintain social, economic and cultural control;

· The development of caste societies based on the concept of race;
· The continuation, even into the present, of highly structured, divided sub-groups of “whites” and “non-whites” the two castes of which have through coercion and persuasion maintained separate identities and have not substantially integrated at basic social levels.            

Iberian-origin societies in what is now Latin America were formed by the following processes, initiated by feudal aristocracies and merchant classes in Spain and Portugal:

· Systematic efforts to subdue and control natives;

· Systematic efforts to integrate and “Latinize” natives – and to a lesser extent Africans – into Latin Catholic, Ibero-centric social realities;     

· The massive enslavement of Amerindians and imported Africans for use on large estates owned by colonizers;

· The integration and absorbtion of both Amerindians and Africans into new “Creole” Latin Catholic cultures representing – in most cases – new cultural fusions. 
· Within Spanish and Portuguese colonies, the following blends, representing a kaleidoscope of many national cultures, were produced: Spanish-Indian; Spanish African; Spanish-African-Indian; Portuguese-African; Portuguese Indian and Portuguese-Indian-African. 
In the formation of an America of  “Latins,” truly new native peoples were formed, in contrast to Anglo-America, where the very base of the population, the masses of the people, are effectively, transplanted Europeans. In most societies of Latin America, in contrast, the segments of the population which have maintained “racial purity” are almost everywhere small minorities which – in 2006 -- maintain an increasingly precarious control over the creole masses through manipulation and the monopolization of power. 
B. Main Characteristics of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
1.  Latin America and the Caribbean are dominated by Latin-based languages

2. “Latin” cultures are so dominant that this region may be collectively referred to as “Latin America”. 

3. Latin America and the Caribbean is a diverse cultural region which includes the continent of South America, the Caribbean Islands, and the southern part of the North American continent.

4. Latin America is a “periphery” region within the global economic and political system.

5. During the MODERN AGE OF COLONIALISM AND IMPERIALISM, the areas that today make up Latin America were the first ones to be colonized by European powers.

· Spain was the first European country to occupy and colonize this region, beginning in the late 1400s. 

· Portugal began to claim territory at the same time, as it began to colonize Brazil in 1530.

6. Certain areas of this region —   the Caribbean, Mexico and the west coast of South America — had large, well-organized indigenous societies before they were conquered by the Spanish.

7. Today the indigenous presence is greater in some parts of Middle and South America — namely in Mexico, parts of Central America, and the Andes region — than has been the case in Anglo-America. 
8. Latin America has traditionally relied on the export of raw materials and agricultural products on the world market.

9. Compared to Anglo-America, Latin America has been a region of relatively low incomes with relatively poor populations. While approximately 10-15% of Anglo-America’s population is statistically poor, about 40% of the population of Latin America and the Caribbean lives in poverty.
C. The Political Units of Middle/South America
1. Spanish Countries and Territories.
a. Mexico. The largest Spanish country in the world, with about 106,000,000 people. 
b. South America, Spanish-origin States.

· Argentina. Geographically, the largest Spanish-origin country in the world.

· Columbia.
· Peru.
· Venezuela.
· Ecuador.
· Bolivia.
· Paraguay.
· Uruguay.
c. Spanish Countries of Central America.

· Guatemala.
· Honduras.
· Nicaragua.
· Costa Rica.
· Panama

· El Salvador

d. Spanish Countries of the Caribbean.

· Cuba

· Dominican Republic

· Puerto Rico (a USA colony since the Spanish American War, around 1900). 
2. Brazil, the Lone Portuguese Country in the Americas. 
Brazil is the only Portuguese country in the Western Hemisphere. Most such countries are located in Africa (as Portugal began to set up colonies along the African coast in the 1400s). This fact is testimony to the geographically focused, yet profound role which Portugal played in the colonization of the Americas.

 3. French-Origin Areas.

· Haiti.

· Martinique (a colony of France).

· Guadeloupe (a colony of France).

· French Guiana (a colony of France).

· St. Martin – still a colony-- is divided between a French and a Dutch zone.

4. English-Origin States and Territories.

· Virgin Islands (a colony of Britain and the United States).

· Jamaica.
· Trinidad/Tobago.
· Bahamas.
· Barbados.
· Guyana.
· Belize.
Note: there are other officially-English colonies and countries in this region — such as St. Lucia and St. Kitts —   most of which are small in area and population. 

5. Dutch (Netherlands) Areas.
· Suriname.

· Curacao (colony, in the Caribbean).
· Aruba (colony, in the Caribbean).
· St. Martin (divided into a Dutch and a French zone.

D. Culture in the Realm: European, Amerindian, and African Influences.

It must be understood that terms like “European,” “Amerindian” and “African” are generalizations that describe overall patterns of culture, but not cultures themselves, as these terms are terms of general reference only.  Each term represents numerous peoples with different languages, physical origins and world views. Thus, an attempt will be made to describe the cultural origins of Latin American and Caribbean societies as specifically as possible, within limits, given the introductory nature of this course.    

1. The Three Major Geographic Origins Shaping the Realm.
a. European. Empirically-speaking, “European culture” is a myth. Europe, as we have discovered in an earlier section, is comprised of a great variety of cultures, ethnic and nationality groups. Thus, it is important that we look at the specific character of the European contribution to the Realm. 

As is typical of all of the Americas, and, as has been noted earlier, the countries of the Realm were shaped by forces originating in more or less specific geographic and social locations within Europe. The most obvious fact evidence of the importance of Europe in shaping all of the Americas is that not a single state of the Western Hemisphere has today an official language other than a European language. Indeed, all American states have a European language as the official or dominant language. Example: USA, Canada and Jamaica: English; Mexico and Argentina: Spanish; Haiti: French; Brazil: Portuguese.

Spanish states on the whole maintain strong political ties to the USA because of the dominant role played by economic and political interests based in the United States in the Realm. Indeed, over a century after the Spanish-American War, United States political and economic forces – usually operating through the US government or through large multinational corporations or both – continue to be the most important player in the region. Massive movements of people from all part of the Region to the United States over the past 50 years demonstrate the “core-periphery” nature of this relationship. 

An important development since about 1995 should not, however, be overlooked. Since that time, some Latin American countries have begun to send huge numbers of immigrants to Spain. From 1996 to 2006, for example, at least 600,000 Ecuadorians immigrated to Spain. This may signify a new trend. 

Haiti’s elites traditionally have strong ties to France. In recent decades, however, Haiti’s elites have been increasingly tied to the United States and Canada (especially Quebec). Traditionally, Jamaica’s elite was tied to the UK. This has shifted to the USA since the 1960s.

b. Sub-Groupings of European-Origin Traditions.
· Spanish

· Portuguese

· French 

· English

· Dutch

c. Amerindian (American Indian).

The second most important broad-based cultural influence in the Realm is that of variety of nations, cultures and former empires collectively known as “Indian” or “Amerindian.”  The impact of original native cultures is greatest in Bolivia, Guatemala, Peru and Ecuador. Additionally, it is also especially strong in Mexico and Andean South America, in addition to those already listed above.

d. Remnants of African Influences. As a matter of geography and history, both Spain and Portugal are inextricably tied to parts of Africa. As individuals, hundreds of persons with African origins are known to have come to Latin America with the first Conquistadores, and were represented in first colonization efforts, from what is now the Dominican Republic, to – decades later -- Chile and Argentina. The “African” influences described in this paper have nothing to do with these long-assimilated elements. Rather, the focus is on the cultural influences that came with the millions of African slaves imported to provide free labor on plantations in tropical South America, Mexico, and the Caribbean.       
African cultural influences are today infused into the Spanish, Portuguese and French societies of the Caribbean, sections of (mostly southern) Mexico and Central America, and Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, and Brazil.
E. Spanish Societies by Relative Demographic Classification: “Most European,” “Amerindian-Influenced” and “African Influenced”.
i. Most European in Population Composition and Culture.
· Argentina and Uruguay. Since the early 1900s, millions of people have migrated to Argentina and Uruguay. Of the source countries, Italy has been far and away the biggest contributor.  In Argentina, perhaps half of the population is of Italian origin, while in Uruguay, about 25% is of Italian origin. As is the case in many Latin American countries, the elites of the Southern Cone countries -- Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, and Paraguay -- have long allowed free immigration from  European sources (e.g., France, Italy and Spain and the USA) while restricting or discouraging immigration from the more Indian and African origin neighboring countries within Latin America. The result is that – while both Paraguay and Chile – have majority populations which are “mestizo,” the vast majority of the populations of Argentina and Uruguay have European origins.
· Costa Rica. Believed to have a population whose origins are mainly from Spain, with a large mestizo element, and smaller populations of Afro-Caribbean people constituting the rest of the population.
ii. Countries with Complex Demographics. Due to local mixing processes and immigration since late 1800s, some societies generally have Amerindian minorities, constructed from large populations of mixed-Spanish/Indian origin over centuries, but allowed European immigration over the past 125 years, resulting in a complex picture. For example, although Amerindians are much less important in the overall culture of Chile than in Mexico, the Mapuches, mostly based in Southern Chile, are one of the most important original American nations in the Western Hemisphere. Countries viewed as “Complex” for the purpose of this essay include:   
· Chile;

· Venezuela;

· Colombia;

iii.  Blends of Spanish and Amerindian.

· Mexico. First, there remain remnants of the Aztec, Mayans, Zopotecs and other nations in the national political culture, in folklore, in art, and in the daily lives of many Mexicans, as represented in Mexican food, numerous indigenous languages, music, etc. Most important are the significant Mayan presence in the southern states of Mexico, along with many Nahuatl people. In addition, there is the physical origin of the overwhelming majority of the Mexican  people, which almost everywhere shows evidence of Amerindian ancestry.    

· El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama. All three are mestizo societies. In El Salvador, Pipil, a Nahautl dialect, remained an important lingua franca for centuries after independence.

iv. Strongest Amerindian Heritage.  The specific nature of the “Indian” heritage of the “Strongest Amerindian” societies are described in some detail in the lectures. A summary is presented here. 
· Bolivia: An Indian majority. Land of the Aymaras. As of 2006, has an elected President of Aymara origin (the first ever).   
·  Guatemala: the “Land of the Mayans”. A (perhaps unacknowledged) Mayan majority population.

· Peru: An acknowledged (though oppressed) Inca-derived majority, with a common language: Quechua.

· Ecuador: big Indian minority, with about 25% living in native communities.
· Paraguay, a country of Spanish and Guarani speaking mestizos, German and other immigrant enclaves, Mennonites, and minority populations still living native lifestyles. 

v. Spanish-African Societies. The development of Spanish societies with strong African influences was largely confined to the plantation colonies of the Caribbean. In some societies, African cultural “survivals” or “derivatives” have traditionally so strong that they help define the very essence of the entire national culture. This is probably true only in several Spanish societies, Haiti, and in Brazil. Of the English countries, only Trinidad appears to have evolved with survivals that encompassed a large part of the populations that has come to be know as “Trinidadian.” Why the English allowed “Africanisms” to culturally survive in Trinidad, the likes of which is found nowhere else in North and South America is a mystery worth exploring via additional research. Among Spanish societies, the following have pervasive African influences at a “grassroots” level:
· Cuba. 
· Dominican Republic.

· Puerto Rico.

African survivals that continue to grow and spread, mainly through immigration and conversions in Anglo-America include Santaria (see Exhibit 1, below).  The three Caribbean Spanish societies all carry traditions that link them to some African-related survival.   
F. Brazil.

Brazil’s very formation is rooted in two principal sources of culture: Portugal, and various elements brought from its founding as a colony in the first half of the 1500s to the end of the slave trade in the 1800s. Unlike the numerous Spanish countries which until now have largely denied a link to an African heritage, and English countries like Jamaica and the United States, where “Blacks” have essentially invented “African” cultural traditions whose reality is not supported by historical evidence, African cultural heritage in Brazil grows from an unbroken chain that began with West Africans populations brought in groups from the present-day Benin and elsewhere. Brazil’s African heritage is infused in the country’s  religious practices and myths, its food, and its lifestyles, and its celebrations. The epicenter of African influence is traditionally the northeast section of the country. 

Native Americans in what is now Brazil was essentially wiped out by Portuguese colonizers. However, it is instructive to note that Natives blended physically into Brazilian society. One example of this blending is that the city of Sao Paolo began in the 1700s as a community primarily comprised of mixed Portuguese-Tupi (a sub-group of the Guarani peoples of South America) blend.     

G. French-origin Societies.

· Haiti.

· Guadeloupe.

· Martinique.

· French Guiana. 
· St. Martin. 
Most French-origin societies in the region are French linguistically and culturally, with significant underlying “inputs” derived from the huge numbers of slaves brought in after the French assumed control in the 1600s. African influence is most important in Haiti, among the French political units in the Realm. “Voudoo” blended with Catholicism, constitutes the religious heritage of the average Haitian. Except in Guiana, native populations had long been wiped out by the time the French took possession of Caribbean and South American lands.
H. English Origin Societies. 

The following emerged from British Colonialism:  Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados, Bahamas, Grenada, Belize, Guyana, Virgin Islands (shared with the USA). Practices against Africans and Amerindian elements – few Amerindian elements were left when the British and Dutch began colonization in the 1600s – were similar to those unleashed in the United States and Canada.  In general, systematic efforts were made to wipe out native American and African cultures or to give darker-skinned populations new racial identities and to remove the vestiges of traditional African culture. Over time, large “Negro” populations and new cultures developed that placed “race” at the center of their identities, and whose food, religious practices, and world view were derived from slavery and a low color-caste status. In the 1930s, some enlightened elements within the “Negro” elements of the English speaking American countries – particularly in the USA and Jamaica – began to invent an “African” cultural heritage. The best known of these are the “Black Muslims” in the United States, and Rastaferianism in Jamaica.
In some societies – namely Trinidad and Guyana – thousands of  East Indians were imported from Britain’s Colonial Indian Territories” for use as virtual slaves on English owned plantations. The Indians replaced descendants of Africans, as – officially -- slavery was abolished in 1833, Indians now make up substantial percentages of the populations of Trinidad and Guyana. Unlike the original African slaves, these elements expanded the cultural range somewhat by keeping certain religious connections to both Islam and Hinduism.       
I. Dutch-Origin Societies.

The following emerged from Dutch colonialism. Suriname, Aruba, Caracao. Dutch practices of “racializing” populations were similar to that of the English. In Suriname, in particular, East Indians as well as Javanese were imported from both British colonial territories and from the Netherlands’ colonial territories in Southeast Asia. The populations were used as virtual slaves on Dutch-owned plantations. Indian and Javanese origin populations now make up substantial percentages of the populations of Suriname. 
J. Economic and Political Geography
1. Originally these were colonies of the major European powers — Spain, Portugal, Britain, France and Netherlands.

2. For over a century, the region has been within the political and economic orbit of the United States of America. Examples:

· The United States, with the help of local elites in each country,  has maintained significant influence in most Middle/South American countries, from smaller states like Grenada, to larger ones, like Brazil.

· Until recently, when elections did not result in regimes favorable to the U.S. government, military action was used to ensure pro-U.S. regimes.
· Mexico has had nationalistic regimes for most of the past century: These regimes have not always responded favorably to the dominant U.S. political interests.

· Since about 1960, Cuba has had a regime —  led by Fidel Castro Ruiz —  which has operated  independently of U.S. government and corporate interests. This has led to a permanent boycott of Cuba by the U.S. government. 

3. Traditionally, Middle/South America is a region which has served as a periphery within the global economic system:

· The region has traditionally functioned mainly as a supplier of raw materials and agricultural goods to Europe and the USA. Examples include iron ore exported from Brazil, sugar from the Caribbean, bauxite from Jamaica, Suriname and Guyana, beef from Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay, gold, silver, tin and zinc from Bolivia, copper from Chile, petroleum from Venezuela, Ecuador and Colombia, coffee from Brazil, cotton from Guatemala, and bananas from Ecuador.

· In recent decades, parts of the region have become important for tourism. Examples: Peru, Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Costa Rica; Cuba, Jamaica and most  other Caribbean islands.

· Cocaine from western South America -- sold primarily to consumers in the United States -- has become one of the region’s most important and most politicized export crops.

· Marijuana, or “ganja,” originating in Jamaica and other areas, has also been exported to the U.S. or sold as part of the tourist trade.    
3. Demographic Factors. South America is divided into 13 politically independent states and two colonies. French Guiana is a colony of France, while Falkland Islands is a colony of the United Kingdom (a status which is being contested Argentina).
· Brazil dominates the South American continent in physical size, accounting for almost half (about 47%) of the total physical space of 6,900,000 square miles, and about 49% of its total population (180,000,000 people). 
· Argentina is the second-largest of South America’s states, with more than 1,000,000 square miles of territory.
· Uruguay is the smallest Spanish state in South America, with a land area that is only about 12,000 square miles bigger than Wisconsin.
· The Guianas (Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana) are relatively unpopulated. Guyana is the largest, with less than 900,000 people in 2000.

· Mexico -- the largest Spanish state in the world in population, with more than 106,000,000 people in 2004, dominates the demographic landscape of Middle America.
· Mexico has a land area of about 760,000 square miles.  

K. Urbanization.

· Generally speaking, this is a highly urbanized area.
· The realm has two of the largest cities in the world: Mexico City is number one in the realm, and second worldwide after Tokyo, with approximately 28-30,000,000 inhabitants; Sao Paulo, Brazil is number 2 in the realm, with about 25,000,000 people.
· Other cities with over 10,000,000: Buenos Aires, Argentina (12,000,000) and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (about 11,000,000).
· Typically, all major Middle/South American cities are known for large areas of poor barrios and neighborhoods. In English, these are called “Shantytowns”. In Brazil these are called favelas.
· Unlike the USA, cities in Latin America were generally founded by government -- usually colonial -- authorities as administrative centers.
· Traditionally, the major function of the realm’s major cities has been to facilitate the export of raw materials and food-stuffs from the region to the international market. Examples: Sao Paolo, Recife (Brazil), Caracas (Venezuela), Havana (Cuba).  

L. Salient Physical-Geographic Features
a. The realm exhibits a great variety of physical, vegetation and climatic features. 
· Mountains;
· High plains (Altiplano);
· Valleys;
· Deserts;
· Tropical rainforests.
· Mexico is characterized by four major landform features:

b. Dominant patterns: 

· The western section of South America is dominated by the Andes Mountain system, the highest mountains in the Western Hemisphere.   
· The Amazon region contains one of the largest tropical rainforests in the world. Although Amazonia lies mostly in northern Brazil, smaller parts of the region are encompassed in most of the states of northern and central South America.
· Mexico is characterized by four major landform regions: the Sierra Madre Occidental; the Sierra Madre Oriental; the Plateau of Mexico; and the Yucatan region.
· Much of the Caribbean islands region is characterized by rugged mountains, with a few lush valleys. Cuba possesses most of the farmland in the Caribbean sub-region.
· Although all of Middle/South America except for the extreme south is located within the world’s tropical zone,  the high elevations of many sections —  from Mexico through much of northern and western South America —  significantly moderates temperatures and allows varied agricultural production, from bananas and sugar, to temperate fruits, such as apples and pears.
· Semi-arid and arid lands are very common on the mainland of both continents, particularly in western regions. South America’s coastal strip from Peru to Chile is characterized by a desert climate. Chile’s Atacama desert — one of the driest places on earth — is well-known for its nitrate deposits.
· The mountainous region from Mexico through northern and central South America is well-known for earthquakes.
· The Caribbean region is well-known for hurricanes. 
· The Altiplano, which is situated mostly in Bolivia along the Bolivian, Peruvian and Chilean borders, is an important region of traditional Amerindian subsistence agriculture. La Paz, the capital of Bolivia and the largest city, is located on the Altiplano.

******

Exhibit 1. An African Derivative in Hispanic America: Santaria

CU

Santaria Congress

July 9, 2003

Reuters – HAVANA – To the beat of African drums and chants to Babalu Aye, Oggun and Chango, 700 worshipers of Yoruba deities called Orishas gathered on Tuesday for a world congress of a religion brought to the Americas by slaves.  High priests from Nigeria and followers from the Caribbean, Brazil and the United States, wearing flowing cloth robes and lots of beads, said their faith was growing faster than ever. ‘’Our religion today is a world religion embraced by over 100 million people in 28 nations,’’ said Nigerian babalao (priest) Wande Abimbola, president of the World Yoruba Congress, holding its eighth meeting since 1981.  Abimbola saluted Cuba’s Yoruba ancestors who managed to preserve their religion despite being brought across the Atlantic from Nigeria in chains. Cuba’s Communist government sponsored the meeting in Havana’s conference hall to acknowledge the importance of the worship of the Orishas, the most widely practiced religion on the island despite its clandestine origins. In Cuba, slaves camouflaged their faith by pretending to worship Catholic saints, creating a parallel pantheon in a religion now called Santeria. A similar fusion took place in Brazil, where the religion is known as Candomble and Umbanda.  The Yoruba religion invokes ancestral spirits and involves divination with sea shells and animal sacrifice for major rituals. It has no temples and no one proselytizes to gain converts. 

*******

Source: http://www.ibike.org/cuba/library/CU%20Santaria%20Congress.rtfJuly 9, 2003













� See, Audrey Smedley’s Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview. Origin and Evolution of an Idea.  1998;  and Theodore Allen, The Invention of the White Race. 1994, 1997.
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