Geography 110-004
Chapter 6. The South AsiaN Realm
A. Background to the Region.
1. South Asia: This is the “Indian World.”
2. Consists of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.
3. Has, for a long time, been a laboratory of religious ideas: Hinduism has historically been the religious base for all major nationalities that emerged in the region; Buddhism developed about 500 years before Christ, in this region; Sikhism developed much later. Islam was brought to the region by a series of invaders.

4. Hinduism and Islam are the two most important religions. Hinduism dominates in India and Nepal; Islam in Pakistan and Bangladesh; and Buddhism in Sri Lanka. 

5.  Bhutan, Afghanistan and Burma can all be considered part of this region. Afghanistan, due to its close relationship with Iran, is often excluded. Burma is becoming increasingly wedded to SE Asia.

6. India is the largest of the states of the region by far, with more than 1,000,000,000 people.

7. The region is divided into two major language groups: Indo Aryan and Dravidian.

8. The social caste system is the basis for Hinduism and permeates Indian society.

9. Hinduism is the world’s oldest organized religion, having begun in its present form between 3,000 and 3,500 years ago. 

10. Evidence has been found to support the idea that elements that went into Hinduism were practiced during the Indus Valley culture, 4,000BC.

Cultural Geographic Facts
10. In Hinduism, there is only one supreme God, Brahma. However, there are many faces and manifestations of the supreme God.

11. Both Indo Aryan and Dravidian peoples are majority Hindu. This is an important institution that integrates people at least historically -- throughout the region.

12. During the Age of Colonialism, India, by which we mean the entire region, including Burma, was under British rule. The period of effective rule by the British was for 1818 to 1947.
13. Right after World War II, Indian elites fought for, and won independence: Independence achieved for India and Pakistan, 1947. 

14. When independence was negotiated with the British, an Indian Muslim leadership, based mainly in Bengal and NW India, advocated a separate state for Muslims. This state became known as Pakistan, with a Bengali eastern section, and a mainly Punjabi western section (East Pakistan and West Pakistan).

15. By 1970, a leadership developed among the Bengali nationality which advocated independence from Pakistan. In 1971, these nationalists won independence, with the support of India and the Soviet Union, against the wishes of the United States.

16. Both Nepal and Sri Lanka have been, in recent years, beset by civil wars. In Sri Lanka, the conflict is between the mostly Tamil (Hindu) north, and the mostly Singhalese Buddhism south. Buddhists Singhalese make up about 65% of the country’s population. 
In Nepal, the government is being opposed by rebels who would like to set up a peoples state controlled under Communist principles.

17. Pakistan is divided between a number of nationalities, with the Punjabis in a clear majority.

18. Pakistan suffers significant internal turmoil, particularly between various factions which would take different positions on Islam and the conflicts in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

19. Some leading Indo-Aryan languages are Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Gujarati, Bengali, and Singhalese. Bengali is the largest native language in terms of the total number of speakers. Hindi is India’s official language. Urdu is essentially the same spoken language as Hindu, and is Pakistan’s official language. Urdu is written in the Arabic script, since Pakistan is majority Muslim. 

20. Important Dravidian languages are Tamil and Telugu. While Indo-Aryan peoples are split into Buddhist, Muslim and Hindu groups, virtually all Dravidian groups remain Hindu.    

Contributions to Culture

21. Indians were one of the first peoples to develop a writing system. Scripts based on the Indian writing system have been adopted by a number of SE Asians, including the Thais and the Laotians.

22. Rice was first cultivated in either India or SE Asia.

23.  Cotton was first cultivated and used in India.

24.  India developed Buddhism, which is now significant from India to Japan.

25. Indian cultures have been strongly influential in SE Asia. Indian culture influenced the cultures of what is now Indonesia, Thailand, Burma, Cambodia, Laos, and Malaysia. 
26.  In Hinduism, there are 5 major castes: Brahmins, Warriors, Merchants, Farmers-Workers, and Untouchables.

27. Hindus, more than any other group, originated human cremation, the idea of reincarnation, and vegetarianism as a way to eat clean and holy.   

Indian World Today

28. India is a major region for outsourcing industrial products for resale internationally.

29. India and Pakistan both possess nuclear weapons as of 1998). 
30. India produces its one medium and long range missiles.

31. In the long run, India’s primary adversary is China. The country has fought two wars with China since independence.

32. English is the most important European language in all South Asian states. In India, at least 200,000,000 people are able to speak English. 

33. India and Pakistan are locked in a permanent dispute over the northern regions of Kashmir, which is majority Muslim.

34. In recent years, Kashmiri nationalists and other Muslim fundamentalists have increased attacks on India’s infrastructures and populations.    
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Map of South Asia or the “Indian World”

Facts:

· All of the countries listed have a common past in either the Indo-Aryan group, or the Dravidian group. India is a blend of these two groups, which intermingled thousands of years ago.

· Bhutan is essentially Tibetan, which means it is Buddhist, and is thus linked to an Indic religious world view. However, its roots are not typically Indic, but Tibeto-Burmese. 

35. India  has, in the past 10 years, become a primary location of “outsourcing” for US and European multinational corporations. 
36. South India, near Bangalore, is evolving into one of the world’s principal high technology centers.

37. During the Cold War, India was the only Third World country to be truly independent of both the Eastern Bloc, led by the Soviet Union, and the Western Bloc, led by the United States and the former imperialist powers of Western Europe.

38. India’s independence during the Cold War was guaranteed by a strategic partnership with the Soviet Union.

39. India possesses long range missile technology capable of reaching deep into China and Central Asia.   

40. With India and Soviet support, Bangladesh achieved independence from Pakistan in 1971.
41. Bangladesh is one of the world’s poorest countries.

42. While Pakistan is majority Punjabi, Bangladesh is majority Bengali.

43. Nepal is the only officially Hindu country in the world.

44. Over the past month, rebels fighting against the Nepalese monarchy, so-called “Maoist” have signed a peace agreement, and agreed to join the government in Katmandu.

45. Sri Lanka has – since 1948 – been locked in civil wars. For the past 20 years, Sri Lanka’s internal conflict has taken on a nationality face: Singhalese against Tamils.

46. The Tamil nationality on Sri Lanka make up about 20% of the country’s population.

47. The Sinhalese population, which is Indo Aryan and majority Buddhist represents about 65-70 % of the country’s population. 

48. In the widened Muslim war with the United States, Pakistan and Afghanistan appears to have emerged as critical (explain).  

49. Afghanistan, Explained.   
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