
Berlin to Prague Tour, 2008
	Tour Leader: 
	Professor George Cravins

	Tour Number: 
	218640

	Depart Date: 
	Thursday, May 15, 2008 

	Return Date: 
	Saturday, May 24, 2008 

	Estimated Basic Cost:
	$2500.00


DETAILED ITINERARY
Day 1 - Flight 

Overnight flight to Germany • Spend the night flying across the Atlantic.

Day 2 - Berlin 

Arrival in Berlin • Touch down in the capital of reunified Germany. Since the Berlin Wall came down in late 1989, the city has continued to evolve into a thriving metropolis. One place to easily recognize Berlin's emergence is in Potsdamer Platz. This area, filled with cafés and restaurants, was a hub for artists and poets prior to World War II, which destroyed most of it. Today, Potsdamer Platz once again bustles, thanks in part to the sprawling Sony Center, as well as DaimlerCity, which boasts an observation deck with the continent's fastest elevator. After clearing customs, you are greeted by your bilingual EF Tour Director, who will remain with you throughout your stay. A private motorcoach takes you to your comfortable hotel for check-in.

Day 3 - Berlin 

Guided tour of Berlin • Ride past the Kaiser Wilhelm Gedächtniskirche and down the glittery Kurfürstendamm, Berlin's liveliest street. On your way to the Eastern sector, pass the Reichstag, former seat of the parliaments of the German Empire and the Weimar Republic. Arrive at the Brandenburg Gate, once the symbol of the undeclared Cold War, and now the symbol of a reunited Berlin. Journey down Unter den Linden, once considered one of the world's most elegant boulevards. 
Visit to the Checkpoint Charlie Museum • On the site where Checkpoint Charlie once guarded the border between East and West Germany, you'll visit a museum devoted to the era of the Berlin Wall. 
Visit to the Pergamon Museum • Come face-to-face with life-sized replicas of monumental buildings (created from remains of the originals), including Pergamon Altar (180–160 B.C.), the MarketGate of Miletus and the Ishtar Gate on your audioguided tour of this fascinating archeological museum. 

Day 4 - Berlin 

Visit to the Allied Museum • Discover the history behind the Allied forces' mission in Berlin. The museum chronicles the U.S., France and Great Britain's struggle against the Soviet Union in the battle of democracy versus socialism, resulting in the Cold War. Walk through nearly a half-century detailing Berlin's division and reunification.
Visit to the SS Stasi headquarters • Explore the museum housed in the former headquarters of the Stasi, the former secret police and intelligence organization of East Berlin. The Stasi were in charge of monitoring "politically incorrect" behavior. Near the time of the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, Stasi officials tried to get rid of millions of potentially incriminating documents by shredding them or tearing them by hand. The German government, however, assembled a team to reconstruct the information and, in 1992, the files began to be made available to the public.

Day 5 - Wittenberg • Weimar 

Transfer to Wittenberg • Travel to Wittenberg, known for its connection to Martin Luther and the dawn of Reformation, a movement to reform the Roman Catholic Church in Western Europe. 
Visit to the Schloßkirche • At the Schlosskirche, or castle church, you will see where, in 1517, Luther hung his 95 theses, which challenged the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. The current bronze doors replaced the wooden doors in 1858, which were damaged in the Seven Years' War in 1760, and feature an engraved replica of the theses. 
Arrival in Weimar • Continue to Weimar, selected by UNESCO as the cultural capital of Europe in 1999. The city was also the center of the Bauhaus movement, which was born out of the Bauhaus school that operated in Weimar and two other German cities. Bauhaus had a major impact on art and architecture trends throughout Western Europe and the United States.

Day 6 - Weimar 

Walking tour of Weimar • Your walking tour of Weimar highlight the major sights of the city. You will see Schillerhaus, the house where the German playwright Friedrich Schiller lived his final years and wrote William Tell. Also, visit Goethe's Gartenhaus, the garden home of the poet which overlooks the Park an der Ilm. Even when Goethe and his wife could afford to buy a bigger place, they never sold the Gartenhaus because they found it so beautiful. Weimar Classicism, the style for which these authors are known, was based upon the idea of achieving a quality of wholeness at a time when fragmentation and alienation was the norm.

Day 7 - Dresden • Prague 

Transfer via Dresden and the Zwinger Museum • Travel by way of Dresden, once considered by many to be the most beautiful city in the world. Pass the renovated Semper Opera House, and a statue of Martin Luther. You'll also visit the magnificent Zwinger Palace—destroyed by the Allies' infamous Dresden firebombing in 1945, it was later rebuilt and remains one of the most impressive examples of baroque architecture in Eastern Europe. Once inside, pause before the works of such luminaries as Raphael, Dürer and Titian as you stroll through the Old Masters' Gallery. 
Arrival in Prague • Encounter the legendary beauty of Prague, former capital of the Holy Roman Empire.

Day 8 - Prague 

Guided tour of Prague • Your tour begins at the celebrated Prague Castle (Hradcany). In the castle's courtyard, you'll visit the magnificent St. Vitus Cathedral, which took over 600 years to complete. On the nearby Golden Lane, royal alchemists once labored (unsuccessfully) to turn lead into gold. More recently, on the same street, Franz Kafka turned his angst into some of the century's finest fiction. You'll also wander through Josefov, the traditional Jewish Quarter, home to the oldest synagogue in Europe (built in 1270). 
Lecture on the Velvet Revolution • Learn more about the Czech Republic's Velvet Revolution during today's lecture. The Velvet Revolution was a nonviolent overthrow of the communist government through peaceful protests that took place between November 17 and December 29, 1989.

Day 9 - Prague 

Visit to the Mucha Museum • Examine over 100 paintings, drawings, lithographs and personal memorabilia from the collection of Czech Art Nouveau hero Alphonse Mucha in Kaunicky Palace. Mucha gained notoriety as an artist in Paris in December 1894 when he created an unconventional poster for famed actress Sarah Bernhardt, which spawned what was known as Le Mucha, or the Art Nouveau movement.

Day 10 - Home 

Return home • Your tour director assists with the transfer to the airport for your return flight home.
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