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Information for the interviewer: Print out four copies of this survey. Please find two couples (that is, people who identify as a couple and who live together. They do not have to be married, but they have to be more than roommates). Set up a time to interview each member of the couple separately (you should have four completed surveys by the time that you are finished). Please assure your couples that the data you are gathering will be entirely confidential. Their name will never be associated with their data.
Once you have completed the surveys use the sample Excel spreadsheet to enter your data into an Excel file. You should have one Excel file with four (4) rows once you have finished. When you do not have an answer for a question, or there is a blank, insert a “.” in the cell of the spreadsheet. Please email me a copy of the spreadsheet.
1. Couple identification (circle the correct answer): Couple number 1  /   Couple number 2

2. Individual (circle the correct answer. Generally assume that individual 1 is the male and individual 2 is the female. Ignore this if you are interviewing same-sex couples):

 individual 1  / individual 2

3. How old are you? 
4. Are you and your partner married?

1 = Yes

2 = No (If “No,” skip to question 4)

5. How many years have you been married?

years___

6. 
Do you personally have any children? (interviewer: if no kids, skip to question 10)
1   = Yes

2   = No

7. If “Yes”, how many children do you have?

8. What is the age of your youngest child?

9. How many children under the age of 10 do you have?

10. How many children under the age of 6 do you have?

11. What is the highest level of education that you have completed?

1 =elementary education (6 years)

2 =secondary education (12 years)

3 =some college (< 4 years)

4 =college (4 years)

5 =some post-graduate schooling

6 =graduate/professional degree

12. Are you currently working full-time?

1= Yes

2= No

13. Are you currently working part-time?

1 = Yes

2 = No

14. Approximately how many hours per week do you work in the labor market on average?
15. Please describe the occupation in which you work.
16. What is your hourly wage from your current job?
17. What is your yearly wage/salary from your current job?

18. How many years of experience do you have working full-time in the labor market?

19. What is your race?

1. =Caucasion

2. =African American

3.  =Asian or Asian American

4.  =Hispanic

5.  =Native American

6.  =Puerto Rican

7.  =Other (specify)

8. Are you male or female?

1   =Male

2   =Female

9. What is your current religious preference?

1=No religious preference

2=Protestant

3=Catholic

4=Jewish

5=Other (specify)

10. About how often do you attend church or synagogue

1 
=Daily or almost every day

2 
=Three to four times a week

3 
=Once or twice a week

4 
=Two or three times a month

5 
=Once a month

6 
=Once every few months

7 
=About once a year

8 
=Less often than once a year

9 
=Never

11. Approximately how many people live in your current city?

OPINION STATEMENTS

The following are general statements about couples but not necessarily about your relationship. How much do you agree or disagree with each statement? Answer on the following scale, 1 to 9 where:

1 = Strongly agree

9 = Strongly disagree

24.
Both partners in a relationship should divide evenly the household tasks of washing dishes, preparing meals, and doing the laundry   
25.  It is very difficult for a relationship to last more than ten years  
26. If both partners work full-time, both of their plans should be considered equally in determining where they will live  
27. The two partners should share the responsibility for earning a living in the household  
28. The two partners should pool all their property and financial assets  
29. A member of a couple that has been together a long time should not accept a job he or she wants in a distant city, if it means ending the relationship  
30. Couples should try to make their relationship last a lifetime  
31. It is better if the man works to support the household and the woman takes care of the home  
32. Even if the wife works the man should have the major responsibility for the couple’s financial plans    
33. When there are small children in the home, it is better for the mother not to work  
Certain household tasks are necessary to keep things running smoothly. Who does each of these tasks more often, you or your partner?

Answer this on the following scale, 1-9 where: 

1 = “I do this all the time”

5 = “We do this equally”

9 = “He/She does this all of the time”

X = “Neither of us do this”

34. Repairing things around the house ___

35. Doing the dishes ____

36. Cooking breakfast ____ 
37. Cooking the evening meal ____ 
38. Vacuuming the carpets ____ 
39. Doing the laundry ____ 
40. Making arrangements to have repairs done around the house ____ 
41. Making complaints to the landlord/lady ____ 
42. Cleaning the bathroom ____ 
43. Caring for pets ____ 
44. Taking out the trash ____ 
45. Doing the grocery shopping ____ 
46. Taking care of the lawn ____ 
47. Ironing my clothes ____ 
48. Taking care of the household finances (paying bills balancing the checkbook, etc.) ____

49. Driving the car when we are going somewhere in town together ____ 
50. Disciplining the children ____ 
51. Taking the children to their activities and appointments ____ 
52. Playing with the children ____ 
53. On average, how many hours a week do you personally spend on household chores (including cooking, grocery shopping, laundry, etc.)?

54. On average, how many hours a week does your partner personally spend on household chores (including cooking, grocery shopping, laundry, etc.)?

55. On average, how many hours a week do you have hired help doing indoor household work?

1 =None

2 =One or two hours

3 =3 to 5 hours

4 =6 to 10 hours

5 =11 to 15 hours

6 =More than 15 hours

56. Considering the chores in your household, do you feel your partner does his/her “fair share”?

1 = “Much more than his/her fair share”

5 = “Exactly his/her fair share”

9 = “Much less than his/her fair share”

� This survey was adopted from a study done by Blumstein, Philip and Pepper Schwartz. 1983. American Couples: Money, Work, Sex. New York: William Morrow and Company, Inc.








