
It’s a bound
variable, usually 

called a placeholder 
or a dummy variable 

in Mathematics.

It’s a free variable.

Is the variable explicitly quantified by “for all,” 
“there exists,” or something similar?

Is the variable being used to define a function, 
as in “Let f (x) = x2 + 1”?

Is the variable implicitly quantified with “for 
all…”?

Can the truth of the sentence be determined 
without knowing what the variable is equal to?

Are you supposed to solve for it?

Does it stand for a number?

It is an unknown.

It is either a constant or 
a parameter.

Just call it a free variable 
and leave it at that.
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What Kind of Variable Is It?


