MATH 145 Fall 2010
Elementary Statistics
7:45-8:40, 8:50-9:45MTWTh 
45 Cowley Hall

Instructor:  Dr. Heather Hulett

Office:  1024 Cowley Hall http://www.uwlax.edu/faculty/hulett/index.html 
Email:  hulett.heatATuwlax.edu
Prerequisites:  MTH 050 Basic Algebra
Text: Understandable Statistics, by Brase/Brase. This course covers descriptive statistics, the binomial and normal distributions, estimations, confidence intervals, regression, and hypothesis testing.  You need a calculator that can compute basic statistical measurements for both one variable and two variable data sets (i.e., linear regression).  A TI 82, 83, 85, or 86 will be fine.  Others might work—if you have a question about yours, bring your manual in and we can look at it together.  
General Education Student Learning Objectives:  
1. Major computational objectives of the course.   Students should be able to:


A. Calculate a variety of test statistics

B. Use appropriate statistical tables


C. Understand mathematical formulas.
2. Major conceptual objectives of the course.   Students should:


A. Understand which kinds of real world problems can be solved using statistical methods
     

B. Understand a variety of statistical methods for making inferences

C. Understand the limitations of statistical tests.
Class procedure:  Cell phones must be turned off when you walk in the classroom door! Phones cannot be used in place of calculators.
Come to class prepared.  Read each section before the class so that you are familiar with the terminology introduced.  Knowing the vocabulary is vital to being able to understand the questions.  Attendance is expected.  We will sometimes do some procedures differently from the textbook so you’ll want to be in class to see how you will be expected to do it on quizzes and exams. Homework will be assigned daily. The class will be much easier if you keep up and do the homework by the next class period.  Remember, you’re expected to spend two hours outside of class for every hour in class.  Don’t fall behind.  When you need help, please ask!  We don’t have time to work all the problems in class, but you are welcome to come to my office, and we can go through the problems at your own pace.  This course is different than math courses you may have had in that vocabulary plays a big role.  Most concepts have 4 components and you’ll need to know all four: 1) the term itself, 2) the symbol used for the term, 3) the practical meaning of the term, and 4) a formula to calculate the numerical value of the term in a particular setting. 

Office Hours: Monday -Thursday 10:00-11:00, or by appointment. Feel free to make an appointment with me if you cannot make these times -- Friday’s are always good. I hope that you will come in and introduce yourself to me and ask questions.  If you’ve never been to a professor’s office hours before, here’s what you should do:  Introduce yourself!  Then, show me a short list of problems that you’ve already attempted.  Show the work you’ve done so far, and explain what has you puzzled at this point.  Practice using the correct vocabulary and notation—it will help you when you see those words and symbols on a test or quiz.  The Math Learning Center in Murphy Library has peer instructors available to help you on a walk-in basis. Check the hours on the Math Department homepage. There are also private tutors available. While you must, in the end, do the work yourself, there are lots of avenues for help available.  Please use them!!   
Grading: There will be weekly in-class quizzes, periodic Read and Reflect assignments, four hourly exams and a comprehensive final. There are no make-up quizzes or exams, however, two (out of 10) in-class quizzes will be dropped. 
Tentative Exam dates: Sept. 30, Oct. 26, Nov. 18, Dec. 13.   These dates might change, but you’ll be given 7 days advance notice.  Exam dates will be announced at least one week in advance.  If you must miss an exam, contact me before hand to discuss the consequences. Your cumulative final exam is Tuesday, Dec. 21, 12:15-2:15.
	In-class Quizzes 
	30%
	A 
	100%-92%

	Read and Reflects
	5%
	AB
	91%-89%

	4 Exams 
	45%
	B 
	88%-82%

	Final Exam
	20%
	BC
	81%-79%

	 
	 
	C 
	78%-70%

	 
	
	D 
	69%-60%

	
	
	F 
	Less than 60%



Any student with a documented disability who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the instructor and the Disability Resource Services Office (165 Murphy Library) at the beginning of the semester.  Students who are currently using Disability Resource Services will have a copy of a contract that verifies they are qualified students with disabilities who have documentation on file in the Disability Resource Service Office. Academic Misconduct (including plagiarism and cheating) will be penalized according to University policy.
Remember, the more you put into your college experience, the more you’ll get out. One good way to do this is to interact with your instructors.  Come in and say hello—you’ll feel more comfortable asking for help if you know your instructor, and you’ll get better letters of recommendation!
