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I taught a lesson but the wrong class showed up. - anonymous
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How will we know if each 
student has learned it?

• Assessment should not merely be done 
to students; rather, it should also be 
done for students, to guide and enhance 
their learning.

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics,  Assessment Principle

• Assessment is not an end in itself but a 
vehicle for educational improvement. 



FAST FACTs
Formative Assessment Classroom Techniques

• Launch: Identify preconceptions or  misconceptions

• Explore: Build understanding

• Summarize: Connect and formalize understanding

• Reflect: Assessing their own cognition



FACT OR FICTION: Half of the college 
students in the U.S. have math anxiety.

Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down



LAUNCH

• Brain Storm

• Word Splash

• Knowledge Rating 
– Thumbs Up/Down

• Homework Checks
– Entrance Slip (HW or Defn)

– Pick of the Day

– Tic-Tac-Homework



Brain Storm & Word Splash



Word Splash – MVT & FTC

http://www.wordle.net/�


WordSplash –
Secant and Tangent Lines

http://www.wordle.net/�


FACT OR FICTION

The average teacher 
wait time for questions
is 1.4 seconds.

Entrance Slip: 
Pick of the Day
Student HW Presentations 



Tic-Tac-Homework

Mon Wed                       Thurs

12 7                             22





EXPLORE

• C3 - Collaborative Clued Corrections

• VVWA – Visual and Verbal Word Association
– Concept of Definition Map

– Frayer Model

• Class Discussions
– Ten and Two

– Three Minute Pause

– Think Pair Share



C3 - Collaborative Clued Corrections



VVWA



VVWA



Ten and Two

FACT OR FICTION:

The average 
college student 
attention span is 
40 minutes.

Students only have '10-minute attention span' 



SUMMARIZE

• Two-Column Feedback Quiz

• Quick Writes or Exit Slips
– Directed Paraphrasing – What have you learned 

(use appropriate vocabulary and notation).

– Three Minute Paper

– 3-2-1 Summary



Feedback 
Quiz



3-2-1 Summary

•3 POMS (Points of 
Most Significance)

•2 Muddiest Points

•1 Interesting Idea



REFLECT

• SALG – Student Assessment of Learning Gains

• Post-Mortem



Get the FACTs!

• Content Validity

• Engagement

• Flexibility

• Ease of Use

• Reciprocal Benefits

• Impact



Great References
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Field-tested Learning Assessment Guide
Classroom Assessment Techniques: 

http://www.flaguide.org 

http://www.flaguide.org/�
http://www.flaguide.org/�
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