English 309                                    Course Description                   Fall 2006
Writing in the Sciences
Instructor
Dr. Terry Beck   431C Wimberly Hall   785-8660                          

 beck.terr@uwlax.edu  Haugrud Ridge Road, LaFarge   866-209-0600

Textbook Library Resources
 ( Daiker, etc. al., The Writer's Options, 5th ed.


 ( Alley, Craft of Scientific Inquiry
 ( Lincoln & Gubba, Naturalistic Inquiry
 ( 

D2L Course Site   https://uwlax.courses.wisconsin.edu/ 
Course Description    
The purpose of this course is to help you achieve four primary goals:

1. discovering and understanding the rhetoric, the genres, and the prose styles of your discipline,
2. being able to create effective rhetorical strategies, 
3. developing a clear, appropriate and efficient prose style,
4. functioning effectively in a community of inquiry.  
In achieving these goals, analysis and performance are equally important.  Analysis requires inquiry, and strong performance requires disciplined practice.  We’ll approach both inquiry and practice in the spirit of games.
COURSE ACTIVITIES & REQUIREMENTS
1. Writing Games (Exploratory Writing)   Play the writing games, trying to develop & expand your skills.   At least once a week, reflect on your activities and understandings (reflective entries are created opposite the entry being reflected on). 
2. Quiz Games   Play all Rounds #1 given in class (Rounds #2 are optional).
3. Course Journal (Exploratory Writing)   Write extensively in and between classes to develop your understanding of concepts and techniques and practices, thus constructing a detailed journal of your learning about the rhetoric, genres and prose styles of your discipline.  At least once a week, reflect on your activities and understandings (opposite work being reflected on). 

4. Transactional Writings   Write all assigned transactional pieces, taking them through recursive analysis & planning, drafting, revision, feedback, and editing processes.

5. D2L    Read all entries on our D2L site at least once a week and write at least 6 individual entries and 2 group report entries.  (Only 1 individual entry/week will count toward the requirement.)
6. Course Portfolio   Save and file, in your course notebook, all your work for the course.  

7. Progress Reports  Write two reports analyzing your understanding & achievement of the course goals.

8. Participation & Engagement   Engage in full class and small group activities, playing your assigned role in groups, and posting on D2L web site when you are the recorder.  Be prepared, be present, participate in the intention & spirit of all activities, using them to help you master the course goals.  Record the time spent and grades earned on the Course Requirements Check List, keeping it up to date.
Grading:   Participation and engagement are not directly graded; however, weak engagement/participation will lower your overall grade because this course is grounded in a social construction theory of learning.  For an “A,” you must have at least an “A-” in 5 of the 1st 7 requirements and not less than a "B" in the other 2.  To earn an “A/B,” you must have at least 3 “A-s” and not less than a “B” in the other 4.  To earn a “B,” you must have at least a “B” in 6 activities.  To earn a “B/C,” you must have at least “B’s” in 3 activities and not less than a “C” in the others.  To earn a “C,” you must have “C’s” and above, not more than one "D," no “F’s.”

Creating a Writing Practice

   Writing practice is like music practice or sports practice or yoga practice or meditation practice:   something you do every day—as routinely as brushing your teeth.  You practice regularly for the discipline and for the cumulative effect.  Why?  Because it’s the only way to develop as a writer, just as regular practice is the only way to develop as a musician or an athlete or a surgeon.  The most important thing is to make the practice your own:  something you create, something you are proud and fond of.  When you practice something regularly, methodically, you are said to “have a practice”: something fundamental to your character, your identity, your psyche.  Here are some suggestions:

Set aside a regular time to work.  It may not be the same time every day, but it should be regular—at least 5 days a week, lasting an hour, or more.  
Set up your schedule a week in advance.  Then stick to it, finding a replacement time if unexpected events happen.  Occasionally, try a different schedule (is it better at night? in the morning? at mid-day?).   

Follow a routine.  Here’s one possibility:

1. Review your course journal and game entries, writing reflective entries on the notes and entries you’ve read, using the “dialogue journal” approach.  (Hint: move quickly, making reflective entries on the most important ideas.)  Try to build a clear sense of how the major concepts fit together, how they lead to techniques, how the techniques work and work together.

2. Read/analyze assigned readings, paying attention not only to the meaning but also to how the writer played the writing games.  

3. Play the assigned game(s). 

4. Write a reflection on your game experiences & skill development & your developing sense of the rhetoric, genres, & styles in your discipline.  (Every other session?)       Then, either 
5. Play an additional Focus & Development game (see handout), or a Styling game (see the “whole discourse” exercises in The Writer's Options:  p. I-5 in the Index has a complete list), or a Structuring game, or a Formatting/Conventions game. OR
6. Work on drafting or revising or editing a transactional paper or a D2L entry. 

7. Set a timer when you begin and record the amount of time you spent practicing (record it both practice work, next to the date & entry label and on the “Course Requirements Check List”).  
The Course Portfolio
The Course Portfolio (requirement/activity #6) archives all the writing that you do for the course Please adopt the following format for your Course Portfolio:

1. Use a 3-ring notebook for 8½" X 11" paper 
2. Put your name and “English 309” on the cover in the upper right corner.

3.  Set the notebook up with at least 4 (or 5) sections (in this sequence):

I. Basic Course Materials: a place to store this handout and all material not connected with the course journal or games.  

II. Games:  a section containing both analytical and creative entries: exploratory writing to develop skills. 
III.  Course Journal:  begin with the calendar and Course Requirements Check List and include your exploratory writing on readings as well as the exploratory writing you do both between and during classes to construct your understanding of course concepts & techniques & strategies and your understanding of the rhetoric, genres, and prose styles of your discipline. (You may wish to subdivide this section for disciplinary models—or simply make that section IV.)

IV. Transactional/Public Writings & Individual D2L Entries:  a place to store all the work done to create transactional/public writings: notes, plans, drafts, revisions, peer reviews, final copy (final D2L copy is not necessary).  (This would, of course, be section V if you have a disciplinary models section.)
4. Entries in each section (except a section on disciplinary models) arranged in chronological order.
Office Hours:    9 – 10  MW, 


                   12-30 – 1:30 TTh


              and by appointment





  Always date and label 


   primary entries.





Grading Scale—grades are based on criteria & standards, not on a "curve" or by "quotas."


   A=100-94          A/B=93-90             B=89-85            B/C=84-81           C=80-74              D=73-65











Use dialogue journal format (primary entries on the right-hand page, reflective entries on the opposite page) for Sections II & III (& IV, if that is disciplinary models).





Disability Access  If you have a condition or situation that will make any of this work difficult for you, please talk to me about it.  We will find ways to accommodate your needs.
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