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Proposed Master of Science in Medical Dosimetry Degree
University of Wisconsin – La Crosse
Background:
· 2003	Campus committees and Board of Regents approved post-professional Medical 	Dosimetry Certificate program for radiation therapists and dosimetrists trained on the 	job
· 2004	First class of students admitted to Medical Dosimetry Certificate program
· 2005	First class of 10 students completed the Medical Dosimetry Certificate program
· 2007	Admissions expanded to include people with bachelor’s degree in physical sciences with 		appropriate pre-requisite coursework
· 2007	Medical Dosimetry Certificate program was accredited by the Joint Review Committee 	on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT).
· 2008	Planning begins for proposed Masters of Science Degree in Medical Dosimetry
· 2009	Masters of Science Degree in Medical Dosimetry proposal is vetted at campus 	committees, external reviewers and Board of Regents
· 2010	Anticipated first class of Masters of Science in Medical Dosimetry students admitted; 	program re-accredited by JCERT
· 2012	Anticipated graduation of first class of Masters of Science in Medical Dosimetry students 

Rationale/Justification for Addition of Masters Degree

· The Medical Dosimetry certificate is currently 32 credits.  This large number of credits is needed to teach all of the content required by the accreditation agency (JCERT) so the students are qualified to sit for the national certification examination.  
· The content in the certificate program is taught at an advanced level.  
· Many of the students in the certificate program already have bachelor’s degrees and would prefer a masters degree for career progression opportunities.   
· There is a shortage of medical dosimetrists nationwide with only 15 educational programs in the country.
· The field of medical dosimetry is upgrading the educational preparation needed to sit for the national certification examination. 
· The UW-L Medical Dosimetry program is the first on-line program in the country and has exceptional outcomes.  It has a national reputation for excellence. 
· The proposed masters degree program is a service based pricing program that is self-supporting:  no state funds are requested for the program.  

Proposed MS in Medical Dosimetry Program Details

The proposed program is designed to offer flexibility and options for admission to students with various academic backgrounds.  There are three routes of entry into the program:  Track A for radiation therapists, Track B for non-radiation therapists, and Track C for certified medical dosimetrists.   Each track requires core professional coursework but varies in additional coursework required to complete the degree.  

Credits:			32 – 46 (depending on route of entry)
Length of Program:	3-6 semesters, including summers (depending on route of entry). 
Size:			10 students per cohort admitted each year
Faculty:			1 full time Medical Dosimetry instructional academic staff (program director) 
			currently employed in the certificate program.  
			1 full time Medical Dosimetry Instructional Academic Staff (education director) 
			to be added in the first year of the program.
		
Admission Requirements:
· Earned baccalaureate degree in related area (approved by program)
· Cumulative  GPA of 3.0; Prerequisite GPA of 3.0
· Completion of prerequisite coursework (Anatomy and Physiology, physics, pre-calculus or college algebra plus trigonometry, biology, medical terminology, computer science)
· Completion of 40 hours of observation of medical dosimetry
· Prior experience working with patients in health care environment
· Demonstrate competence in computer skills required for web-based learning 
· Completion of admission process (application, references, interviews, letter of reference) 

Curricular Key Points:
· The curriculum meets and exceeds the standards for accreditation of Medical Dosimetry program by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT).  These standards reflect content required for students to sit for the national certification examination as a medical dosimetrist.
· The curriculum was externally reviewed by two experts in medical dosimetry education.  The reviewers cited the innovative curriculum that reflects the current direction of the profession as well as meeting the national accreditation standards.  Additional strengths noted were web-based delivery, the highly successful certificate program, and the ability of the program to attract diverse students from around the country.  One reviewer suggested requiring content outside of technical medical dosimetry coursework.  Program agreed and clarified with review the required coursework (management, research, professionalism) that was not discipline specific.   In addition, the curriculum was held to the minimum number of courses required by accreditation to keep the program marketable with other programs in the country. 
· There are only three other Medical Dosimetry programs offering masters degrees in the country (ranging from 30-78 credits) and none of them are taught entirely on-line.  The UW-L proposed masters program of 32-46 credits makes it competitive with these other programs.
· The curriculum includes 12 credits of clinical education providing medical dosimetry services under supervision.  Fieldwork sites are selected, evaluated, and accepted by the educational program.  The clinical education experience is directed by the UW-L Medical Dosimetry program faculty.   
· Students will be required to complete a final scholarly project relevant to the student and/or practice of medical dosimetry and present it in a public format.   Examples of these projects include a best practices model, systematic review of the literature, retrospective outcomes study, single case subject study, etc.  

Summary:
The proposed Masters of Science in Medical Dosimetry program is a service-based pricing program that is self-sufficient and pays the university for services it receives (overhead, classified staff time, on-line fees).  No state funds are requested for the program.  It will be delivered entirely on-line by existing instructional academic staff with additional staff added as the program grows.  The certificate program will continue to be offered as well.   

