Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
Online Charge Recommendation


After reviewing the formal charge given by the 2009-2010 Senate Executive Committee and the Policies for Online Education draft document, the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee makes the following recommendation to the Faculty Senate regarding review of online course proposals.

Existing courses that are already taught online or have an online component should not be required to return to UCC for re-review.  In addition, existing courses that are converted to online format also should not be required to return to UCC for re-review.  Instead, these course changes should be noted by the registrar and sent to the UCC as an informational item.  The decision to place a course online should be made by the department, since they are best suited to judge the appropriateness of the course material for online instruction.  

New courses proposed to UCC that will be taught online or have an online component as a hybrid course should have “online format” included on the LX form (as a checked box) and include appropriate documentation.



Explanation:

The committee discussed the charge in some length over numerous meetings, and also created a sub-committee to investigate different possibilities on how to address on-line courses and the LX form.  

The sub-committee included Cynthia Berlin (Chair of UCC), Ryan Fiesen and Brad Seebach.  We carefully reviewed the draft on-line guidelines prepared by Brian Udermann, as well as material from a previous UCC that discussed this same issue.  We also met with the Chair of the GCC to discuss ideas on how to approach the charge.  We presented a very rough draft document to the UCC that included both the possibility of reviewing existing courses and not reviewing these courses when they converted to on-line format.  Further discussion by the full committee, in consultation with Brian Udermann and Chris Bakkum, led the committee to propose the response above.   

The committee felt that if content was not being changed that a course should not need re-review because of a change in presentation method.  It was noted by the Registrar, Chris Bakkum, that changing from classroom to on-line is now only a section number change, and UCC was not given the impression that an LX form was needed for this.  The committee was also in agreement that each department is the best judge as to whether or not a course can be effectively taught on-line.  This is different than, for example, if a course is adding a laboratory component.  In this case, not only would the contact hours likely be changing (and possibly the credit hours) but the content would change; thus necessitating an LX form and UCC approval.  
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