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Guidelines for awarding a posthumous degree
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From time to time the university has an unfortunate situation where a student who is extremely close to finishing a degree dies. The following process is a guideline to awarding that individual a degree posthumously.

1.
A member of the student’s major/program, college or Student Life may serve as an advocate. This individual may propose the action, collect necessary information and present the proposal to all of the appropriate bodies (see item 2 below). The person may write a very brief statement about the student to be read at commencement and serve as a host to the student’s family at the commencement ceremony.

2.
The proposal should be endorsed by the major/program department and by the student’s college.

3.
The following should be considered when making a determination about awarding the degree:

· Was the student in his/her final semester before graduation?

· Are there substitutions or waivers for any required courses that were not completed? (other than those in which the student was enrolled at the time of death)

· For a graduate degree, was the capstone experience near completion?

4.
The degree will be posted in the term during which the student had planned to graduate.

5.
Grades for the final semester in which the student was enrolled (if the death occurred during that time), will be recorded as “P” for passing. Remaining requirements that have been waived or substituted will be recorded on the student’s record.

