Graduate Council Minutes

Friday March 25, 2011 -10:00 am

325 Graff Main Hall

Members Present:  
Carol Angell, Bernadette Taylor, Anton Sanderfoot, Melissa Bingham, 



Michelle Fuentes, Katie Josephson, Glenn Wright, Jodi Rindt, Peg Maher, 



Kasi Peryasamy, Tom Krajewski

Consultants Present: 
VJ Agarwal, Ray Abhold, Charles Martin-Stanley, Bruce May
1. The meeting agenda was approved.
2. The minutes from the 3-4-11 and 3-11-11 Graduate Council meetings were approved.
3. Communications and Announcements
a) Graduate program directors, department chairs and Financial Aid Office staff have been invited to attend the April 22, 2011 Graduate Council meeting to discuss graduate student full time status policies.

b) A microbiology graduate student appeal will be heard by an ad hoc committee as per the Graduate Council’s new appeal procedure.
c) The slash course policy was approved by UCC on 3-22-11.

4. Consent Agenda

a)  The graduate thesis guideline changes were approved as written and distributed by Anton Sanderfoot.

b) Melissa Bingham reported that most RSEL grant proposals were fully funded.  Deductions of $50 were made from budgets of proposals that did not follow instructions.  Award letters to students will explain budgetary deductions.  

5.  General Business

a) Graduate Council Bylaws have gone through the first reading at Faculty Senate.  Any further changes, such as new ad hoc student appeal subcommittee language can be brought as a friendly amendment to the second reading.

b) The Faculty Senate recommended that the graduate student appeal process be consistent with the undergraduate student appeal process.  The processes are similar except for time extension appeals, which are unique to graduate students.  Particular challenges for Graduate Council have been international graduate student appeals that are associated with INS time constraints, and appeals from students in general that come up during breaks when the council does not meet.  If e-mail could be used to approve ad hoc subcommittees to hear student appeals during breaks, such appeals could be dealt with in a timely fashion.  Faculty Senate Bylaws will be checked for existing e-mail policy.  If none exists, such language could be added to Graduate Council’s Bylaws.  

The current Graduate Student Appeal Process form is still somewhat confusing, since the first part deals with the student’s Graduate Program hearing of their appeal, while the second part deals with the Graduate Council’s role in checking that due process was followed.  Splitting the form into two parts will be discussed with program directors at the April 22 meeting.

6.  M/S/P to approve a time extension appeal by a School Psychology graduate student.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Bernadette Taylor 
