Graduate Council Minutes

Friday, March 4, 2011 – 10:00 am

325 Graff Main Hall

Members Present:  VJ Agarwal, Carol Angell, Bernadette Taylor, Melissa Bingham, Michelle Fuentes, Katie Josephson, Peg Maher, Kasi Periyasamy, Bob Krajewski, Anton Sanderfoot

Consultants Present:  Ray Abhold, Bruce May, Chris Bakkum, Charles Martin-Stanley

The meeting was called to order at 10:01 am by Carol Angell

1. M/S/P to approve the Graduate Council minutes from 2/4/11 

2.
 Updates from VJ Agarwal.  

RSEL grant proposals requesting a total of $31,000 have been received by Graduate Studies.  

Many nominations have been received for the Graduate Student Thesis Award – perhaps more than ideal.  This may be discussed at a future meeting.  Tom Kuffel, emeritus faculty has offered to act as a thesis reviewer for the award.

3. M/S/P to go into closed session to hear a student appeal for a time extension.

M/S/P to return to open session.

4.
Graduate Faculty Applications update.  Changes and clarifications to the application form and graduate faculty status descriptions recommended by the subcommittee were discussed.  
M/S/P with one opposed, to place the graduate faculty application form and graduate faculty status descriptions document as edited on the consent agenda for the next Graduate Council meeting.
5. Full time status for graduate students update.  No subcommittee was formed to work on this topic.  VJ Agarwal reported that there is no official UW System policy on this, however 9 credits is a general rule of thumb for full time status across most campuses.  UW Eau Claire allows one credit of thesis research to count as full time status if the thesis is the only thing remaining to be completed.  Students with graduate assistantships may be required to have only 6 credits for full time status at some institutions, but may still need nine credits to remain eligible for financial aid.  Full time requirements for financial aid must be included in further discussions.
6. GRC 799 was discussed.  Consensus was that responsibility for enrolling in GRC 799 credits should be placed upon the graduate students, not program directors.  This policy will appear on the Graduate Studies web site and should be placed in each graduate program’s guidelines.
M/S/P to approve the continuous registration policy implementation process form as written.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am.


Respectfully submitted,


Bernadette Taylor

