Summary of Best Practices in General Education

AAC&U’s statement on General Education: 

A quality general education is an essential part of every undergraduate student’s experience and should reflect an institution’s core academic commitments. In the ideal, general education outcomes are achieved through a coherent sequence of dynamic learning experiences, in general courses and in students’ majors, and through curriculum-embedded assessments tied to important educational goals. In the ideal, general education is everyone’s shared concern.
1. Intentional (alignment among goals, outcomes, actions, results)
 

2. Based on institution’s mission and broad goals

3. Outcome based (curriculum, pedagogy, assessment derived from expected outcomes)
4. Receives institutional support in terms of student learning, resource allocation, and faculty reward structure

5. Faculty generated and  with faculty endorsement and commitment

6. Integrated into the major or student’s program of study (across the baccalaureate degree)

7. Focuses on development of life-long learning and developing knowledge, skills and dispositions for participation as a citizen (in a democracy and globally)

8. Emphasis on integration or making connections across courses/disciplines

9. Is viewed as one piece of a liberal education, not the totality of a liberal education

10. Best faculty teach in the program

11. Based on active learning

12. Assessment is integral to the program (embedded assessment (within course assessment), programmatic assessment of student learning))
13. Accountability for student learning

Trends in General Education reform (based on information from institutions attending AAC&U’s Institute of General Education) 
In content:

· Increased focus on development of skills and competencies (e.g., in writing)

· New approaches for understanding culture and multiculturalism

· Stress on moral and ethical questions/reasoning

· Emphasis on goal of educating students for citizenship

In curriculum structure:

· Developing all-campus requirements--common experiences, away from distributional curriculum
· Smaller programs, fewer but more purposeful courses

· Connecting student learning across courses 

· Increase in interdisciplinary courses (across the baccalaureate degree)

· Requiring satisfactory demonstration of learning (achievement of learning outcomes)

· New elements in structure, such as FYE, capstone, etc.

· Raising standards, increasing requirements or criteria to meet standards

· Hierarchical, four year programs

In pedagogy:
· Faculty development focused on understanding how students learn

· Movement from stress on content to stress on learning methods of inquiry

· Emphasis on applications of what students learn 

· Increase in collaborative learning opportunities

In process of reform:

1. Attending to process of developing and implementing reforms

2. Faculty act as trustees of entire curriculum

3. Supporting faculty development of new courses, their own development of newer pedagogies
4. Multiple strategies for change

5. Integrating assessment into program proposals from beginning

6. Connecting general education content and structure to the guiding philosophy of the institution
Strong Foundations: Twelve Principles for Effective General Education Programs (AAC&U) Strong General Education Programs:
1. Explicitly Answer the Question, "What Is the Point of General Education?" 

2. Embody Institutional Mission 
3. Continuously Strive for Educational Coherence 
4. Are Self-Consciously Value-based and Teach Social Responsibility 

5. Attend Carefully to Student Experience 

6.  Are Consciously Designed So That They Will Continue To Evolve 

PART II: Forming an Evolving Community Base upon a Vision of General Education: Strong General Education Programs:
1. Require and Foster Academic Community 

2. Have Strong Faculty and Administrative Leadership 

3. Cultivate Substantial and Enduring Support from Multiple Constituencies 

4. Ensure Continuing Support for Faculty, Especially as They Engage in Dialogues Across Academic Specialties 

5. Reach Beyond the Classroom to the Broad Range of Student Co-curricular Experiences 

6. Assess and Monitor Progress Toward an Evolving Vision Through Ongoing Self-Reflection 

� Gleaned from several publications, but most published by AAC&U 


� According to AAC&U, intentional practice leads to (1) clear programmatic purposes for general education, (2) resonance with the institution’s distinctive mission, and (3) transparent, powerful goals and outcomes of learning.  General education is more than a curriculum; “it is possibly the most important manifestation of an institution’s educational mission.” An intentional approach assures that this “important core of learning, shared by all students, no matter their area of concentration, reflects what is distinctive about the institution; its educational philosophy, culture, values, history, and student body.”





