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University Core: A comparison of current with various proposals


 
          
     
      
	Current Gen Ed
	Proposal as of Spring 06♪
	Proposal as of end of Fall 06
	Proposal as of Spring 2007

	[No Tiers]
	Core I  5-6 courses
	Core I: 6-7 courses
	Core I: 5-6 courses

	Skills:13/14 credits
	19 cr (fewer if one is FYE)
	19-22 credits
	16-19 credits

	1. Literacy:

· Writing [3cr]

· Oral Com [3cr]

2. Math [4cr] +

·  List 2 [3-4cr]
	1. FYE course* [0-3]

2. College writing** [3]

3. Oral Comm [3]

4. Diversity [3]

5. Math [4]

6. Health & well-being [3]

* Taken in first semester of enrollment

** Taken in first 30 cr

The rest taken within first 60 cr
	1. FYE-[0-3]* taken first semester

2. Writing-3** 

3. Oral Comm -3

4. Math-4 

5. Diversity -3 

6. Well-Being-3

7. Historical Foundation-3

** in first 30 cr.

[Rest taken within 1st 60 credits]
	1. FYE-[0-3]* (recommend be taken first semester) 
2. Writing-3** 

3. Oral Comm -3

4. Math-4 

5. Diversity -3 

6. Well-Being-3

** Taken in first 30 cr

The rest taken within first 60 cr

	Liberal Studies
	Core II
	Core II:  8 courses
	Core II:  8 courses

	26 + 9 = 35 credits
	19-20 Cr. (fewer if one is FYE)
	2324 Credits
	26-27 Credits

	A. Minority: 3 min

B. Intrnatl/MltClt-6 mn

--World History-3

--List 2-3 min

C. Science: 4 min

D. Self & Society: 3 min

E. Humanistic: 3 min, 

     [Lit req]

F. Arts: 4 min

G. Health: 3 req

Total: 39/40 +

9 more credits
	Science [4]

Social Science [3]

Log Sys/Lang/Mth [3-4]

Humanities [6]

Arts [3]

Courses in Core II can serve as a FYE course or fulfill the Diversity req., if appropriate; some 300400 level courses could satisfy 3 cr of Core III below
	· Arts [4 cr min]

· Global Perspective [3]

· Lab Science [4]

· Logic/Language [3-4] 

· Social Science [3]

· Humanities [6]
	· Arts [4 cr min] 

· Global Perspective [6]:♥
Hist. Found + 2nd Global

· Lab Science [4] (
· Logic/Language [3-4] ♣ 

· Social Science [3]

· Humanities [6]

(Lit required)

♥Global subcommittee suggest infusion where students complete 9-12 cr focus on int’l or global

( SAH is recommending two sciences
♣ Should language remain in this category?

	Other
	Core III: 3-6 cr (pre-req: completion of 45 cr) 
	Core III: 0-12 credits (pre-req: completion of 45 cr)
	Core III: 0-12 credits(pre-req: completion of 45 cr)

	WE/WIMP [0-6]
	1. Intern’t or Civic Engagement [3]

2. 300/400 level with integration/application focus [3]-could be from Core II
WE/WIMP [0-6]
Nine credits of UC can double with major based on major prefix
	· Recommendation from subcommittee: Two courses/experiences, one of which falls within broad definition of Civic Responsibility 

· WE/WIMP [0-6]

· Removed 9 credit limit on overlap with major
	· Recommendation from subcommittee: Two courses/experiences, one of which falls within broad definition of Civic Responsibility 
· WE/WIMP [0-6]

	Total: 48/49-54/55 
	Total 41-45 (Min of 41)

Does not count WE/WIMP
	Total: 43-49/55 credits
	Total: 42-58 credits


♪ Proposal also included request to have UCC discuss university wide requirements for BA and BS degree; UCC did not endorse proposal
Rev 11/29/06

Report and Recommendations from University Core III subcommittee

University Core III:  Making Connections --2 different experiences required (see below).  Students must have completed 45 or more credits before enrolling in Core III courses.
Core III- Making Connections-- is designed to help students recognize and practice their role as citizens (within US democracy and as a global citizen) and to make connections across disciplines and/or connect “book learning” with real world applications. Within this Core students will have opportunities to examine the responsibilities of citizenship. This can include, among other things, further exploration of cultural diversity, both within the U.S. or internationally, further exploration of global issues, examination of ethic and ethical decision-making, and various forms of “hands-on” involvement in the campus or broader community (experiential learning).  In addition, Core III provides students with the opportunity to connect the Core with their major or to explore connections across different disciplines, or apply classroom knowledge toward solving real world problems. 

NOTE:  Core III courses are expected to provide students with opportunities to develop deeper understanding about issues, ideas, disciplines and so on. Therefore, introductory courses are not appropriate for inclusion in this core.  

Courses in Core III must address the following learning outcomes: 

For Citizenship/Civic Engagement, ​​​three or more of: 

· Identify diverse moral and ethical perspectives, principles, and systems of evaluation.

· Articulate their moral values, the processes they use to make ethical decisions and their perspectives on current ethical issues.

· Analyze the impact their decisions and choices have on themselves and others.

· Articulate how their participation in campus and community events and in the democratic process has made a difference in their lives and the lives of others.
For other forms of “making connections” or experiential learning, three or more of:          
· Construct and use models to analyze, explain or predict phenomena

· Synthesize information from different disciplines and perspectives to solve problems, gain new experiences, or create new things.

· Engage effectively in the process of collaborative work and identify factors that facilitate and impede effective communication.

· Investigate and assess hypotheses using appropriate methods.

· Critically assess the reasoning and evidence supporting or refuting a thesis.

· Explain how knowledge from various disciplines is essential to individual and societal health and well-being.
Students are required to complete 2 of the following, at least one of which must have a Citizenship/Civic Engagement component or emphasis.  (See below for descriptions of courses that might fulfill the Civic Engagement or Citizenship requirement).
1. an approved international experience (e.g., INS 250/251/252 sequence) 

2. courses on ethics and ethical decision-making 

3. courses that includes a significant service learning component 

4. courses that explores civic responsibility (e.g., those that increases one’s understanding of citizenship in a democracy, those that examine how public policies relate to conditions of privilege or oppression)

5. courses that requires active participation in a campus or community project or where students actively exercise their role as citizens

6. interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary courses

7. research projects 

8. internships or practica

9. integrative capstone courses/experiences

      10.
University Honor’s projects (research or other integrative projects)
We recommend that GEC develop an umbrella course under which various types of experiential or special topics courses can be used when special events lead to unique learning opportunities.  For example, last year groups of students went to New Orleans to help with victims of Hurricane Katrina.  An umbrella course, such as UWL 490, could allow a department to take advantage of this event as an experiential learning opportunity.  
As with all other courses in the University Core, Departments or Programs will need to submit courses to GEC for approval for placement in this Core.  By design, Core III allows students to complete these requirements through courses within their major.  However, students can also choose non-major courses to complete this requirement.  Each Department or Program will be limited to three options in Core III.  Reminder: Only 9 credits of the University Core can double count with the students major (based on major prefix).  Some courses in UC II may satisfy one or more of the requirements in Core III.
Description of civic engagement: 

 Civic engagement is broadly defined by any experience that helps students better understand their role as citizens in a democracy and as citizens of a global community.  As a part of Core III, the civic engagement experiences suitable for inclusion here should build on the knowledge and skills students have already encountered in previous coursework.  However, a wide variety of courses are applicable, such as those that: help students --- 

· develop a deeper understanding of political processes and policy-making , 

· understand the impact that policies have on communities, groups, and individuals

· understand ethics, ethical considerations, and ethical decision-making, especially in relation to real world problems or issues 

· individually or collectively, identify and address issues of public concern
· increase their awareness of social problems and the role that individuals and governmental or other agencies play in addressing these problems
· examine issues or problems from multiple perspectives and to use these perspectives to plan a course of action that may remedy or improve the situation 
Or those in which students
· directly address an issue, work with others in a community to solve a problem or interact with the institutions of representative democracy
· individually or as a group, engage in activities that promote the well-being of others

· actively participate in and reflect on the political process

