



Call for Proposals


       UW-La Crosse Fund for Innovation in General Education, 2008



    Proposals Due to Provost’s Office May 1, 2008


The Fund for Innovation in General Education supports a small number of “high impact” projects intended to improve student learning in general education. These grants are intended to support activities above and beyond regular faculty responsibilities. This year we particularly welcome proposals that involve faculty in assessment of student learning in general education courses. 




Funding Guidelines


The General Education Committee will allow faculty stipends up to $1200 for each author, plus other expenditures required for the proposed project (up to a maximum per proposal of $5000). GEC strongly recommends multi-author collaborative proposals, including those from departments with multi-section, multi-instructor general education courses. 


Funding Priorities for Projects Commencing Summer 2008


The General Education Committee is particularly interested in funding proposals of the following two types: 


Assessment Proposals

All assessment proposals should contain a timeline indicating a) when assessment tools will be developed, b) when implementation of the proposed assessment will occur, c) when the results will be analyzed, and d) when future action based on assessment results will occur. The GEC will look with favor on proposals that include assessment that will be implemented during the 2008-09 academic year. Examples of types of assessment proposals include:
1. Assessment projects for multi-section, multi-instructor courses. The assessment should focus on how well the courses are meeting the student learning outcomes associated with the courses. It is anticipated that such proposals will involve at least two faculty members from the department in which these courses are located.  

2. Departments that are beginning their self-study for Academic Program Review are particularly encouraged to submit proposals 

3. Assessment of single-section general education courses, focusing on how well they satisfy the relevant student learning outcomes.

4. Other appropriate assessment projects.

Other proposals

The GEC will consider especially innovative course proposals for course development and course revisions or other proposals that broadly affect the General Education program. For all course proposals, plans for assessment must be included.
Proposal Guidelines and Format

1. Cover page (insert web link).
2. Project description, including the category listed above in which the proposal fits, the ways in which the project is expected to improve student learning, and details of how and when the proposal will be implemented.  For all proposals, this description should include a timeline for interacting with the new Assessment Committee. Proposals should be approximately four to six pages long, including the required timeline for assessment proposals and a justification of the requested budget. 
3. Other materials. Attach any material that would be useful in evaluating your proposal.
Review Criteria Will Include:
1. Ability of the proposed plan to directly impact student learning.
2. Appropriateness of the project to the effort to assess student learning in the General Education program.

3. Capacity of the proposed assessment plan to measure the expected learning outcomes.
4. Quality of the plan for implementation of the proposal.

5. Innovative features of the proposal. 

Proposal Deadline. Submit both the cover page and the proposal electronically as attachments to mailto:grants@uwlax.edu no later than midnight Thursday, May 1, 2008

Funds will be available July 1, 2008
Reports. Because the proposals may involve assessment to be conducted in the 2008-9 academic year, the grantees are asked to make a brief interim report by January 9, 2009, giving as much detail as possible at that time. A final report, including specific observations about the effectiveness and suitability of the proposal as implemented, will be due September 1, 2009. Reports should be submitted to the Chair of the GEC. 
