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EVENT PROGRAM

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS
Dr. Tori Svoboda

Ed.D. WELCOME
Dr. Adele Lozano

Ed.D. STUDENT SPEAKER
Dr. Molly Censky

PRESENTATION OF Ed.D. CANDIDATES

M.S.Ed. WELCOME
Dr. Anne Thurmer

M.S.Ed. STUDENT SPEAKERS

Nicole Novak
Kyrsha Balderas

PRESENTATION OF M.S.Ed. CANDIDATES

CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Tori Svoboda

Ed.D. GRADUATES
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Jane E. Brannan
National Guard Students and Academic Disruptions in Higher Education: A Hermeneutic

Phenomenological Study

Molly A. Censky
“Taking a Step Back”™ What White Student Affairs Practitioners Engaged in Social Justice Work Say
about Followership

Kendall Shea Harcourt
“‘Running When Everyone Else is Walking”: How College Student Mothers Perceive Their Intersecting
Identities, Navigate Barriers, and Define Success

Kelsey J. Simonson
“Own Your Own Narrative”: A Qualitative Study Exploring the Black Dental Student Experience,

Relationship to their Institution, and Sense of Belonging on Campus

Abena Weber

Transfer Pathway: A Critical Phenomenological Study of Latinx Community College Students' Experiences



" M.S.Ed. GRADUATES
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Mesquasenoqua | Kyrsha Troi Balderas
Indigenous Student Access to Higher Education: Affordable, Holistic, and Culturally Responsive Methods

Jesimiel Musa Banjiram
Implementing Cultural Conversations at UWL: A Multicultural Education Framework Approach

Lynn Bartholomew
Removing Pre-Transfer Advising Barriers in Higher Education

Shyanna Brickson
A Collaborative Approach to Advisor Training: The Academic Advisor Training Protocol

Haille Fleming
Evaluation of Resources Institutions Provide Foster Care Students to Succeed in Obtaining Higher Education

Cassidy Hempel
Graduate Record Examination Test Optional Submission Practices in Graduate Programs

Sophia Hower
Communicating Workplace Needs

Melaney Marie Kamenick
Mental Health and Burnout: Impacts on Retention of Residence Life Student Staff

Heidi Pullen

Implementing Intentional Gender Inclusive Housing Practices at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

Megann Marie Roszak
Breaking the Barriers for Formerly Incarcerated Black Male Students

Jordan Vlasak
The New "Normal": Adjusting Student Affairs Approaches for Online Belonging and Engagement

Courtney Brommer
Addressing Food Insecurity at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls

Jodi-Ann Browning-Bent
First-Year Retention of Black Student-Athletes at a Community College

Michelangelo Butturi
Don't Miss Your Shot: Alcohol Abuse Among Division Ill Men

Irene Chin
Proactive Approaches to College Mental Health Resources

Olivia Crevier
Increasing Enrollment and Retention of Senior Citizen College Students

Grace Ferdinandt
Strengthening Community: Indigenous Student Persistence at Public Two-Year Colleges

Emily Hammell
Gaps in Literature For Students That Are Actively Drinking vs. Students in Recovery

Kelsey Herrick
Identifying and Retaining Student Caregivers at Associate Degree Institutions

Sophia Jilk

The Broke College Student: Food Insecurity on College Campuses

Lorena R. Kemen N o _ )
University of Wisconsin System: Recruiting and Retaining Academic Advisors

Jamie Beth Langan
Stop the Stigma: Supporting Students in Recovery

Heather Leasure
Retaining Black Students During the First-Year Experience by Creating Culturally Responsive Curriculum

Jose A. Luna
Enhancing the Transition Pipeline from Developmental Education to Credential Completion

Zachary Patrick Lyman
Supporting Students with Disabilities Through Transitional Barriers from High School to College

Easton McCready

Building a Community for Students in Substance Recovery at Rochester Community Technical College

Natasha Miller

Supporting Economically Disadvantaged Technical College Students

Nicole Audrey Novak
Creating Connection for College Students with ADHD

Kyrielle Peterson
Supporting Students with Foster Care Backgrounds in Higher Education

Gabrielle Joyce Potthoff
Supporting Female Student-Athletes Through Challenges with Mental Health

Hannah Marie Quarnstrom
Burnout in Residence Life Professionals

Elizabeth C. Smith

Learning How to be a Liberal Arts Student: Student Retention at Monmouth College



Recognition

2023 Rosandich Graduate Thesis and Dissertation Award
Dr. Joseph Quintana

2023 GEL Graduate Student Academic Achievement Award
Natasha Miller

2023 CASSH Graduate Student Recognition of Excellence

Cassidy Hempel
Dr. Abena Weber

2023 CASSH Faculty Recognition of Excellence, Service
Dr. Becki Elkins

A very special thank you to our partners and colleagues for their help with
recruiting, retaining, and supporting the students in our program:

Dr. Karl Kunkel (Dean, CASSH)

UWL Murphy Library Staff

Dr. Marie Moeller (Associate Dean, CASSH)

Dr. Meredith Thomsen (Dean, GEL)
UWL Records & Registration Staff

UWL Institutional Research, Assessment,

and Planning Staff

An additional thank you to our external dissertation committee members:

Dr. Jeremy Williams
Dr. Mick Miyamoto

Dr. Tamara Yakaboski
Dr. Daniele Smith-Morton

UWL Admissions Staff
UWL Financial Aid Staff

Karen Smolarek (UW-River Falls Liaison)
Deborah Newman (UW-Eau Claire Liaison)

Jennifer Lee (UW-Stout Liaison)

Dr. Jaski Kohli
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SAA DEPARTMENT

CORE FACULTY

Becki Elkins, Ph.D.

Adele Lozano, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program Director

Tori Svoboda, Ed.D.

Department Chair

Anne Thurmer, Ed.D.
M.S.Ed. Program Director

Mary Beth Vahala, Ed.D.
*Recently retired. Congrats, Mary Beth!

Jorg Vianden, Ed.D.

STAFF
Hanna Dovalina
Sharon Tellier

AD HOC FACULTY

Kris Anderson, Ed.D.
Charlotte Davidson, Ph.D.
Andrea Domingue, Ed.D.
Charissa Jakusz, Ed.D.
Leilani Kupo, Ph.D.

Saby Labor, Ed.D.

Heidi Levine, Ph.D.

Louis Macias, Ed.D.
Kristen McKinney, Ph.D.
Stacy Narcotta-Welp, M.A.
Kerri Smith, Ed.D.

Dr. Jeanette Sabir-Holloway




