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FIFTY SIXTH ANNUAL WINTER COMMENCEMENT

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-LA CROSSE

DECEMBER, TWO THOUSAND TWENTY

_______________________________________________

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

COLLEGE OF ARTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES, AND HUMANITIES

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH

 Speakers

Welcome  ................................................................................................................................................................. Joe Gow, Chancellor

Student Address  .........................................................................................................................................................................Peter Go

New Alumni Welcome ....................................................................................................................................................Tim Behling, ‘88
                                                                                                 Chair, UWL Alumni Association Board of Directors

 Mace Carrier
 
Stephen Brokaw, College of Business Administration

                                    Due to COVID-19, no physical Winter 2020 Commencement was held.

Dear friends, alumni and distinguished guests:

From our storied beginnings in 1909, when the La Crosse Normal 
School was founded, to our place of prominence today in 2020, the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse has grown into one of the best 
public universities in the country. Thus we can be proud of many 
things—in particular, today’s graduating class.

Earlier this year, U.S. News & World Report ranked UWL tops in  
the UW System for universities with undergraduate and master’s 
programs — the top ranking among UW comprehensive campuses for 
20 years in a row. We also rank in Kiplinger magazine’s list of Top 100 
Values in American Public Higher Education, and in Business Insider’s 
ranking of No. 20 out of 24 colleges in return on investment — the  
only Wisconsin university in the national rankings. All show our  
strong national leadership in higher education.

A commitment to excellence exists throughout the UWL campus, and 
the accomplishments listed on page 4 showcase some of our most 
notable achievements. But the greatest testament to our tradition of 
academic excellence is the group of outstanding students who make 
up today’s graduating class. Each one of them is a point of pride,  
and we’re so very grateful for that.

So on behalf of the staff and faculty here at UWL, it’s my pleasure to 
thank you for joining us today to celebrate the crowning achievement 
of the university experience. The future holds great promise for our 
graduates, and I hope you are as proud of them as we are!

Best wishes,

Joe Gow
Chancellor
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BACCALAUREATE DEGREE CANDIDATES

School of Education, Professional and Continuing Education 

Anna M. Auten
Emalyn R. Bauer**
Wade J. Behrens*
Joshua J. Beron
Matthew R. Bethke*
Rebecca C. Bloch
Paula A. Bockenfeld
Autumn M. Brauer*
Emilie Buechel*
Chelsea R. Burkhardt
Nolan D. Clary*
Andrea G. DeBauche*
Hayden M. Denson
Madeleigh D. Dossey
Tess E. Douty*
Emily I. Drone**
Abigail C. Duncan**
Ryan A. Dunn*
Jayne S. Emerson
Konrad P. Ernst*
Abigail G. Gaedtke
Lauren E. Gauthier*
Kyle P. Gerriets
Annette J. Gesteland**
Alaina G. Goodreau**
Kalei R. Groshek*
Kaylee R. Grovesteen**
Hannah C. Guyette*

Bailey A. Hammon*
Autumn M. Handahl*
Kyra M. Handrick**
Emily K. Hanrahan
Michele Hansen**
Kira C. Hanson
Melissa J. Hanson**
Marcus E. Hensler
Hanna J. Hoesley*
Brett M. Hoskins*
Rachel M. Hoyt
Emily M. Johnson**
Brennan J. Keller
Sabah A. Khan**
Anna K. Kief*
Madison E. Koepp**
Amber D. Kreis**
Alex W. Lange*
Vanessa M. Larson
Benjamin J. Latimer*
Hayley R. Lenz*
Halley R. Lepsch
Lauren M. Lovely*
Victor B. Lowney
Gabrielle E. Luxton*
Zachary M. McGraw
Haley R. Mead*
Benjamin R. Melke*

Megan M. Mellberg*
Gina M. Mercurio
Lauren T. Meyer
Zoey J. Michlig*
Michael T. Molbeck
Chanse J. Mortenson*
Madison R. Moser*
Whitney J. Nichols*
Luke E. Norcia
Joshua D. Nord
Jessica J. Olson*
Lauren Ort
Camille K. Pepitone
Lydia C. Perez
Devin M. Pettys*
Carley M. Pietrzak*
Heidi R. Pullen*
Mathilda M. Rhine Harrs
Elizabeth A. Roberts
Amanda L. Rousemiller*
Madeline Saueressig**
Erin E. Saunders
Emma M. Schiessl*
Matthew B. Schluntz
Isaiah M. Schmidt
Jacqueline M. Seitz*
Jenna M. Sersch**
Faith A. Sersland**

Elyssa A. Sheley
Ellen C. Smogoleski
Hannah D. Soltvedt**
Alexia M. Sonnek*
Lexie M. Stark
Keagen T. Stonewerth
Grace M. Storms*
Natalya N. Summers
Caitlin R. Supple**
Rachel E. Syring*
Kaitlin S. Turner**
Emily G. Uhen
Megan Vinson**
Lindsey J. Vogel**
Kelly A. Vrydaghs
Rita A. Wagner
Lindsey J. Ward**
Sarra E. Webb*
Jacob L. Willms*
Julia K. Wiltinger*
Dane P. Wiskow*
Megan E. Woehrer
Xia Yang*
Samuel C. Yoder*
Nicholas E. Yokanovich*
Erin E. Zajc*
Emma R. Zimmer

*Commencement Honors      **Commencement Highest Honors     ~ Winter 2021     + Summer 2020

•  U.S. News & World Report named UWL the No. 1 regional 
university in the state and the No. 6 regional university in the 
Midwest among schools with undergraduate and master’s programs for 
2021. It’s the 20th consecutive year UWL earned a top ranking. UWL 
also finished among “Top Performers on Social Mobility,” which assesses 
how schools assist students with Pell Grants.

•  UWL is No. 1 in awarding physics bachelor’s degrees nationwide, 
according to the American Physical Society. UWL awarded an average of 
35 degrees annually between 2015-17, making it No. 1 among bachelor’s 
degree-granting institutions on the American Physical Society list. 

•  Physics Professor Shelly Lesher has been named a 2020 
American Physical Society Fellow. In the national citation, colleagues 
recognized her for “advocating on behalf of the essential role of physics in 
society, and for demonstrating the importance of physics education for all 
students.”

•  Exercise and Sport Science Professor Carl Foster has been 
named to the U.S. Speed Skating Hall of Fame. He was inducted 
for contributing to the sport after three decades as an exercise 
physiologist for Team USA.

•  UWL has received a $1.25 million U.S. Department of Education 
grant to improve educational services for children with disabilities 
nationwide. The grant aims to better prepare state and nationally licensed 
adapted physical educators and school psychologists so they can 
enhance assistance and results for children with disabilities, ages 3-21.

•  Financial and business news website Business Insider says when it 
comes to giving students the most bang for their buck, UWL is 
among the best nationally. With a 69.7% ROI, UWL placed 20th out 
of the 24 colleges that cracked the list — the only Wisconsin university 
ranked.

•  The career expert website Zippia has listed UWL one of the nation’s 
best “total package” schools. UWL not only earned the top ranking in 
Wisconsin — it came in at No. 6 nationally. 

•  StateUniversity.com has ranked UWL the No. 2 public university 
in Wisconsin in 2020 – out of 50 private and public institutions in the 
state. The website, devoted to college and university information, included 
rankings for the top 2,000 U.S. colleges and universities. 

•  UWL’s Jail Literacy Program has received the 2020 Eisenberg 
Award from the State Public Defender Board. It’s given annually for 
providing a substantial impact on criminal justice and the indigent defense 
community. Established by English Department faculty in 2015, the 
program offers sessions on poetry, fiction, nonfiction, memoir and more.

•  The NCAA has awarded UWL bids to host the 2021 and 2024 
NCAA III Wrestling Championships, and 2026 NCAA III Women’s 
and Men’s Outdoor Track & Field Championships. UWL has hosted 
numerous other national championships throughout the years.

•  UWL is No. 13 among four-year public institutions nationally with 
the highest five-year repayment rates for Pell Grant recipients. 
Eighty-two percent of students receiving Pell Grants in the 2010 or 2011 
fiscal years had paid toward their principal five years later. And, UWL 
students who began repaying federal student loans during 2015 have the 
lowest loan default rate (1.6%) over a three-year period among all other 
UW System institutions (5.1% average.). 

• UWL retains and graduates a higher percentage of its students 
than any other comprehensive university in the UW System.

•  December 2020 grad Lilli Minor was named the 2020 National 
Student Employee of the Year by the National Student Employment 
Association. The peer health advocate loves her job because she can 
help “make the world a more equitable and healthy place.”

•  Political Science and Public Administration Department 
Assistant Professor Shilpa Viswanath has been named a 2020 
Section for Women in Public Administration Rising Star, given 
to someone with less than five years of academic or professional public 
service.

•  Associate Lecturer in the History Department Kyle C. Lincoln, 
a historian of Medieval Europe, has received the 2019 Lone 
Medievalist Prize for Teaching. The international award honors his 
unique approach to teaching Medieval History.

•  A staff member has received a national lifetime achievement 
award. Criss Gilbert, office manager and testing coordinator in 
Counseling & Testing, was honored with the lifetime achievement award 
at the National College Testing Association conference for his dedication 
and commitment to excellence in testing, service to the organization, and 
contributions to NCTA and testing.

•  The largest single gift ever to UWL — $2.1 million — in fall 2019 
is a “game-changer” for the College of Business Administration 
and the region. It establishes the Menard Family Midwest Initiative for 
Economic Engagement and Research, which provides students more 
opportunities to learn economics through hands-on experiences and 
community engagement.

•  The Therapeutic Recreation Program received the Program of 
Merit for Health Professions designation from The Academy for 
Gerontology in Higher Education in 2019 — the first health professions 
program to receive the honor. And, the program received the 2019 
American Therapeutic Recreation Association Excellence in Education, 
recognizing a clinical agency or college that has distinguished itself 
through outstanding contributions to the profession. 

•  UWL is ranked among the nation’s top Military Friendly Schools 
for 2020-21. UWL earned a bronze rating among “Large Public” colleges 
and universities for its commitment, effort and success in creating 
sustainable and meaningful benefit for the military community.

•  Three sport clubs earned national honors in spring 2019. The 
Archery Club won the gold medal for Mixed Bowhunter Team. The 
Bowling Club took second place in its league. And the Men’s Volleyball 
Club team earned third place in its Division II league.

•  2017 graduate Timothy Fallon was one of 110 nationwide to 
receive the Elijah Watt Sells Award from the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants in 2019. It cites outstanding performance 
on the CPA exam by obtaining a cumulative average score above 95.50 
across all four sections and passing all four on the first attempt.

Even more reasons to be a proud UW-La Crosse graduate …
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*Commencement Honors      **Commencement Highest Honors     ~ Winter 2021     + Summer 2020

Sane Ahmedoska~
William R. Albea
Alivia Z. Almquist*
Neif Alsharif
Jennifer E. Alt
Benjamin R. Ames*
Isabella L. Andersen**
Margaret R. Armbrust
Madeline M. Bahr
Abraham B. Barr
Felicia L. Bauer**
Alexzandra B. Beesley**
Alec M. Berchem
Rachel A. Biba**
Julien P. Bidard
Adrian S. Blaha
Hannah E. Blohm
Rachel S. Bluhm*
Matthew J. Boettcher
Skyler M. Bohn**
Sarah Boss
Christian J. Boulanger*
Autumn R. Broadwater
Aleda A. Brokaw
Bedston A. Burrell, Jr
Angelie C. Calica*
Corinne H. Carlson**
Isaac N. Carlton-Tahiri
XinRui Chen*
Jalen Clark
Maxwell L. Clark**
Kayleigh M. Colhouer
Parker C. Connaughty*
Hali R. Cook
Sara K. Crogan
Macy M. Curtis
Stephen Dahl
Jacob R. Davis
Andrew Dayland

Amanda E. DeBoer
Devin M. Decker*
Matthew Deisinger
Charles Dobbs
Hanna L. Durrstein
Emma C. Dwire**
Philip M. Erlandson
Carlee E. Felton
Erin C. Ferrone
Jasmine A. Fields
Sydney A. Flannery
Abigail E. Fox**
Hannah J. Frick
Isabelle L. Froh
Lucas E. Ganschow
Allison K. Gerdes**
Kyle M. Gerzsik
Alisha M. Gilbert
Despot Gligorevic
Stephanie M. Goebel
Emilie J. Graff
Savannah L. Gray
Hannah M. Guy**
Taylor M. Halvensleben*
Jonathan P. Hardinger
Hannah R. Hargis
Rachel L. Harvey
Beau J. Haugen**
Brandon R. Hawn
Mikayla S. Hed
Anna K. Hilderbrand*
Grace L. Hintze*
Nolan W. Hromidko
Connor D. Johnson
Mitchell B. Jones~
Paige Jordan
Hannah L. Julson
Christian G. Kaider
Sydney K. Karch**

Danna B. Kendall
Ethan D. Kennedy
Corinne T. Kessler*
Alyssa C. Kidd+ 
Edmund F. Klajda**
Dylan Klein
Richard H. Klinge
Nicholas L. Knutson
Melissa A. Kronser*
Peter T. Lee
Elizabeth S. Leeck
Morgan M. Lemke
Maggie R. Lerum**
Emma M. Loader**
Allison M. Majewski*
Patrick R. Maloney
Carmen M. Manrique
Emily A. Marose
Morgan E. McCann
Isabel O. McDaniel
Caitlyn E. McVey
Richard E. Medd
Aubray M. Mekelburg
Maxwell J. Meyers
Jane A. Mullarkey
Kaitlyn R. Munger
Matthew J. Murphy
Elizabeth S. Nelson
Kira N. Nerat*~
Fiona E. Ness*
Emma P. Oelerking**
Erica J. Paddock
Jordyn R. Plahn
Eli D. Powell
Arianna P. Prichard
Elisabeth J. Primrose*
Tanner T. Rahman
Harmony M. Rice*
Terron W. Robey

Noah A. Rohleder 
Laura K. Rohmeyer 
Madeleine J. Schad* 
Tanner M. Schafer 
Chase J. Scharnek 
John R. Schmitt 
Lydia R. Schultz** 
Braden C. Shibley 
Natalie M. Simkovic 
Aprajita Singh 
Savannah R. Sly 
Kyle A. Spieker 
Allison J. Stanger 
Allison M. Steele* 
Emily P. Stieve** 
Breana Stillman** 
Emily C. Stoll** 
Ethan H. Strunk 
Hailey J. Struzynski** 
Kayla R. Swanson* 
Rebecca L. Symes 
Tarran O. Talbot 
Samantha K. Thiel  
Markus E. Torpman* 
Melissa K. Touche 
Alissa L. Trainor* 
Christina A. Weaver 
Jordan L. Weiss* 
Elise H. White** 
Sierra P. Wilcox 
Amanda C. Wilkie 
Allison M. Winkler 
Morgan M. Wittrig* 
Peyton M. Wolter** 
Bayley A. Woolhouse 
Lee Xiong*
Jacob L. Zintz Olivia 

M. Zweber

College of Business Administration  College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities

Brody J. Adams
Adem Ajvazi
Samuel J. Allen
Nicolas R. Alonge~
Christopher M. Ancius
Abygail A. Anderson*
Kendall J. Anderson**
Emily K. Bahr
Olivia A. Beaudry
Jeffrey E. Belteton
Travis D. Berg
Samuel P. Brandl*
Allie B. Bredeson
Jarett E. Briol
Elizabeth D. Brugger*
Elena J. Burr
Nicole L. Caira
Kelsee R. Cashore
Andrew T. Cassidy
Jennifer M. Claerbaut**
Jack W. Connolly
Collin R. Delrow**
Sean C. Deml
Olivia C. Dew
William L. Dobson
Jack M. Dwyer*
Benjamin D. Ebel
Aidan J. Ebner
Jacob R. Elmer
Joshua A. Fiegel~

Maxwell L. Franzkowiak
Preston T. Frise
Haley K. Glass
Peter A. Go
Liliana P. Gould
Jordan M. Gray
Ty M. Greco
Connor M. Haag
Nicholas D. Hartshorn
Austin M. Haseleu
Elliot K. Henscheid
Cole M. Herbert
Alison P. Herbst
William R. Hunter
Kyler M. Iverson**
Bradley R. Jacobson
Ricardo Jaime
Sarah N. Janke*
Spencer D. Jankowski
AmberLea A. Johnson**
Kathleen C. Julka
Zachary A. Kirby
Megan A. Klopp
Dominic A. Labellarte
Nicholas M. Landsverk
Logan J. Lea
Jessica M. Lee
Nicholas J. Lee
Madalyn M. Lehmann
Steven R. Leitner

Rachel E. Lewis
Jaron R. Litza
Victoria K. Maas
Nicholas S. Malucha*
Erin M. Meiners
Danielle J. Mestelle
Samuel W. Meyer
Connor J. Miller**
Jack T. Moldenhauer
Mitchell A. Monson
Sean P. Murray
Elijah J. Nelson
Robert C. Nelson~
Thomas M. Nelson
Olivia C. Orhn
Cole Osterhues
Evan M. Ostertag
Kiah Patera
Bethany L. Peternell
Michaela L. Peterson**
Kyla M. Pillsbury
Cody D. Pittman
Brock Polhamus
Natalie S. Reams
Riley D. Reed
Carlee A. Reese
Abbey M. Robers*
Emily L. Rolf
Gavin R. Salvia**
Jonathan D. Schafer

Remington C. Schink
Ryan S. Schmitt
Alexander Schodin
Erin K. Scholz
Kayle M. Schoville
Megan R. Schroeder
Alexander J. Schulte
Elizabeth M. Simpson
Darby C. Smieja~
Madelynn R. St. Clair
Kathleen N. Stang
Desiree J. Stehling
Mitchell R. Swanson~
Daniel G. Taylor
Kassandra S. Underwood*
Brandon D. VandeHei*
Ethan D. Voss
Jacob N. Wehner
Elliot C. Wehnes
Jacob J. Weidert~
Tanner D. Werderits
Jayson W. Wielgus
Zachary Wienke
Robert L. Willison
Kyle J. Wood
Pa Mao Yang
Zakaria A. Zamane
Nicole A. Zander**
Dillon I. Zinn
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Anthony P. Torres*
Talia Tripp**
Isaac D. Trocinski**
Neil W. Truckenbrod
Brianna M. Wagner
Laura M. Wagner

Benjamin J. Wakefield
Arik O. Waldinger
Amanda Walker*
Heidi Watts~
Hannah J. Weiss*
Steven R. Welter

Jamie A. Wessel*
Gunther A. White
Rachel L. Wilkoski
Andrea M. Wirkus
Chou Yang
Evelynn C. Yuengst

Erin R. Zebro
Sydney M. Zettler*
Zachary O. Zillmer
Luke H. Zoroufy

College of Science and Health continued

*Commencement Honors      **Commencement Highest Honors     ~ Winter 2021     + Summer 2020

Hannah M. Adsit
Adam T. Aker
Kaylee M. Amoe
Evan C. Anderson
Carl J. Atwell*
Brooke L. Bahr
Erin E. Balthazor
David J. Barrett*
Luke Bergner*
Kelsey A. Berna**
Megan B. Bierman*
Johnathan R. Binns
Brady G. Blang
Cole R. Boram
Carli E. Boyer
Anna M. Bragger*
Abigail S. Bralick
Rachelle R. Braun
Mikayla S. Breiner*
Emily F. Brieske
Kate M. Brodigan
Amanda E. Brown*
Tanner M. Bruchs
Victoria H. Bucolt
Garrett T. Carlson
Jenna N. Chaplock*
Kathleen M. Christianson
Tori L. Colassaco
Alexander T. Condon
Allison A. Coyle
Jenna M. Danninger**
Marissa L. Davis**
Shannon L. de la Rosa
Augustus S. Demay
Justin S. Donkin
Brian G. Draheim
Hunter O. Duffy
Thomas J. Duval
Delaney L. Eigenberger*
Abigail A. Endries**
Jaclyn K. Erickson

Taylor J. Evenson
Samantha J. Fake*
Patrick Fitzgerald
Leah N. Forsythe*
Nola J. Fossey
Rebecca J. Fox**
Madeline C. Garvey**
Isabel J. Gidlow*
Craig R. Glassbrenner
James M. Golackson
Jenna S. Gregoire
Collin L. Grota
Emalie S. Gunder*
Ryan M. Hahm*
Justin L. Harriman
Stefan D. Hartz
Reannon M. Hartzell
Benjamin M. Heeringa
Alec T. Helget**
Raven M. Herlitz
Garrett D. Heuer
Jessica L. Hladik*
David P. Holmes
Andrew D. Hopkins, Jr
Allison R. Horner*
Rachel I. Howe
Tyler I. Ichella
Julia J. Jallo*
Kelsey R. Janssen*
Grace A. Johns
Donovan L. Johnson
Jarred N. Johnson
Cara N. Jones*
Raud A. Kelly
Wai Kit Khong
Ryan K. Killmer
Andrew J. Klabon
Pierson J. Koenen
Madison R. Kromke*
Derek S. Krzykowski
Kadie S. Krzykowski

Sean W. Kunstman
Nicolette E. Kvam*
Brent P. Landon
Alyssa M. Larsen*
Salena L. Lee
Zachary K. Leinbach*~
Simon R. Leppicello~
Emily M. Lesniak
Thomas Lestan**
Emily E. Lodahl
Claire C. Lofald
Charles E. Luck
Connor D. Ludwigson**
Stephanie L. Maloney
Kayla L. Manuell**
Makayla M. Marten Steidl
Angeline S. Mayer
Cal E. Mazur
Elizabeth M. McClyman
Kyle P. McElligott
Allison M. McIntyre
Sophie E. McKnight
Bridget A. Melke
Morgan E. Meulemans*
Cole B. Miller**
Taryn M. Mills
Lillian M. Minor**
Alexander T. Mitchell
Zachary S. Moran
Danielle E. Mori
Kathryn J. Morrison**
Samuel S. Munk
Cedric M. Neve*
John P. O’Donnell
John W. Oliver
Haley M. Padfield*
Michael D. Pakos
Tony C. Panek
Benjamin D. Patschull
Megan L. Pawelski
Kathleen M. Penza

John J. Pertle
Kayly L. Petersen
Alyssa R. Phippen*
Cianna M. Pieper
Seth R. Polfus**
Devi Prasad*
Taylor J. Prill*
Megan E. Purdy
Marc W. Rademaker*
Joseph K. Rampolla
Chelsea M. Rausch**
Rose E. Rawson*
Matthew J. Rebholz
Zoe L. Reissner
Abigail L. Reiter*
Shelby C. Riese**
Alyssa D. Rindle
Taylor J. Robinson
Ashley A. Rosanske
Erica L. Rudd
Laik S. Ruetten**
Walid M. Sabha
Nathaniel R. Schaefer
Jacob G. Schill
Molly M. Schlieder*
Cassidy J. Schroeder*
Leah R. Schwartz**
Justin I. Severeid
Carly A. Severson**
Apoorva Shandilya*
Cole M. Shelley
Elizabeth A. Siikarla*
Jillian J. Smith*
Gavin K. Sneller
Ryan S. Stelse
Caleb J. Summers
Wyatt H. Sweet~
Emma L. Tessmer~
McKenna M. Theine**
Timothy C. Thoman
Madeline C. Tiedt

College of Science and Health 

Archaeology Department Honors
Mikayla S. Hed 

Microbiology Department Honors
Alyssa M. Larsen*

McKenna M. Theine**

Sociology Department Honors
Aleda A. Brokaw

HONORS PROGRAM CANDIDATES

Master of Science

Biology
Sabrina R. Aspenson
Sean W. Bailey

Biology: Aquatic Science
Jeffrey Henderson

Clinical Exercise Physiology
Sylvia L. Binkley
Josafat A. Chavez
Aidan L. Donahoe
Lao X. Lee
Amber L. Patterman~
Bryana J. Petersin
Katrina L. Schultz
Elizabeth Schwab
Kirill Shumilov
Ben T. Steinolfson
Kayetan J. Wozniak

Data Science
Thomas Bayer
Matthew C. Bozelka
Arun K. Gribta
Lee S. Kostick
Ryan S. Loos
Dmitry Martynenko
Sanzida Parvin

Darvish Shadravan
Jason R. Vander Weele
Adam L. Vonder Haar

Exercise and Sport Science: Physical 
Education Teaching

Jared L. Anderson
Heather A. Harris

Healthcare Administration
Katherine E. Johnson

Medical Dosimetry
David Ahoobim
Michael Asare-Sawiri
Pierre R. Beaunegre
Abbey R. Bennett
Zachary M. Casto
Carli Doerr
Hanaan Habibulla
Courtney S. Hadsell
Robert J. Inshetski
John Keefe
Haley M. Kroeplin
Tiffany G. Lin
Michal Liu
Christopher M. Maurino
Elizabeth McGinnis
Timothy Nguyen
Brianna V. Niemuth

Robert M. Rohe
Catherine Sanders
Nicolette R. Sawicki
Joshua Showalter
Benjamin A. Smith
Hamlet Spears
Thomas C. Sutherland
Cory M. Tuzzo
Brandon Van Asten
Michael S. Wheatley
Brandon Williamson
Alicia R. Wilson
Lauren E. Wilson
Tenzin Yiga

Microbiology
Michelle A. Malysa
Matthew Mulroy

Microbiology: Clinical Microbiology
Michaela M. Otto

Occupational Therapy
Sydni S. Andruskiewicz
Karina J. Billings
Tomi D. Clark
Haley L. Collum
Emma L. DeRubeis
Sydnee B. Donnelli
Sarah A. Fortner

GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES



10 11
~ Winter 2021     + Summer 2020 

Graduate Degree Candidates continued

Mikayla H. Giles
Molly M. Isensee
Breanna N. Iwersen
Logan M. Jaeger
Emma E. Kefer
Grace K. Laurent
Laura M. Linsmeier
Cheurki Ly Tong-Pao
Alexander J. Morgan
Taylor R. Nelson
Taylor S. Nelson
Amber M. Pfiffner
Renae E. Rompre
Elise B. Sime
Corrine A. Terpstra
Bethany E. Yang
Anna L. Zimmerman
Danielle C. Zwiefelhofer

Recreation Management
Alexandra Gold
Michelle J. Robers
Shaysie M. Ryan

Master of Software  
Engineering

Tyler M. Durr
Joseph T. Fedor
Brandon P. Holtorf
Dong Yi Liang
Mingjia Lin
Zhenhao Zhou 

Master of Science  
in Education

Reading Teacher
Debra Barreau+
Anna Berg+
Nicole Bloom+
Michelle Briner+
Maria Klema+

Megan Long
Catherine Pierre+
Krista Tardiff+
Shannon Wells+

Reading Teacher/Specialist
Darla Ahrendt~
Allyson M. Borst
Katelyn M. Hauer
Erin Sullivan

Student Affairs Administration in  
Higher Education

Robin K. Rivas

Master of Education - 
Professional Development
   
Educational Leadership

Adam Dow+
Megan Roehl+
Natalia Vernezze+
Karina Shaw+

Educational Leadership/Director  
of Instructor

Ashlee Gordon
Laurie A. Peterson
Ryan Zunker

Green Bay Learning Community
Louisa E. Barman+
Michael J. Chilson+
Kristin R. Genovese+
Shannon M. Hall Torres+
Vincent J. Kube+
Jamie M. Lasee+
Terri J. Lesjack-Decker+
Kathryn D. Lonzo+
Ashley Meyer+
Patricia I. O’Konski+
Rachael Olander+
Rebecca E. Olson+
Tracy L. Quintal+

Justin M. Short+
Amy J. Sieber+
Melissa A. Welsing+
Abigail P. Vosters+
Laura L. Younkle+

La Crosse Learning Community
Rachel A. Arch
Bethany N. Baumgartner
Donah C. Callaway
Lauren P. Cody-Moore
Kristin Dulinsky
Kathryn L. Fink
Thomas W. Fuller
Katelyn J. Hoffman
Marissa L. Korson
Kristin M. Lee
Xeng Lee
Lucas D. Levendoski
Ryan D. Mandel
Kristy L. Mc Millen
Hannah L. Saphner
Kristina M. Stridde
Katelyn R. Vroman
Katy E. Weber

Online Learning Community
Hannah M. Bauer+
Jenna Buss+
Christina Cassano+
Lisa Colburn+
Hannah C. Evers+
Anna M. Kass+
Julia A. Massino+
Ashley N. Rossman+
Joseph J. Stodola+
Cortney M. Street+
Sara J. Swenson+
Logan D. Thole+
Andrea N. Wiesner+

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Master of Science in Biology
Sean Bailey - Linking Precipitation and Atmospheric Deposition 

to Methyl Mercury Concentration in Larval Dragonflies

Master of Science in Biology – Aquatic Sciences
Jeffrey Henderson - Improving Habitat: Macroinvertebrate 

and Periphyton Colonization on Large Wood in the Upper 
Mississippi River

Master of Science in Clinical Exercise Physiology
Sylvia L. Binkley - Evolution of Summated Hazard Score Versus 

Starting Strategy
Aidan L. Donahoe - Effectiveness of a 12-Month Diabetes 

Prevention Program in Reducing Cardiovascular Disease 
Risk in Prediabetics

Lao X. Lee - The Comparison Between Arterial Stiffness, 
Metabolic, Body Composition, and Performance in  
UW-La Crosse Students To the Literature

Amber L. Patterman - Measuring Physiological Changes in 
Pregnant Women During Hot Yoga

Bryana J. Petersin - The Talk Test as a Measurement of  
Exercise Intensity in Children’s Natural Movement Patterns

Katrina L. Schultz - Workload Accomplished in Phase III Cardiac 
Rehabilitation

Elizabeth Schwab - Effects of a Proper Cool Down on Potential 
Detriments from the High-Intensity Resistance Sessions

Kayetan J. Wozniak - Predicting VO2max and Ventilatory 
Threshold Utilizing the Rockport Fitness Walking Test  
and Terminal RPE

Master of Science in Data Science
Darvish L. Shadravan - Exploring Neuromodulation in Machine 

Learning and Viability for Commercial Applications
Jason R. Vander Weele - A Practical Data Science Application: 

Developing Prediction Models for Product Inventory 
Reduction and Ongoing Monitoring to Create Efficiency

Master of Science in Education – Computer Science
Zhenhao Zhou - A Factory Tool for Flaw Detection in LCD 

Screens

Master of Science in Medical Dosimetry
David A. Ahoobim - Dosimetric Evaluation of Collimator Angles 

to Reduce Laryngeal Dose in Base of Tongue Treatment 
Planning for VMAT 

Michael Asare-Sawiri - A Comparison Study of Planned Versus 
Treated Rectal Dose for Prostate SBRT Patients with 
SpaceOAR Hydrogel Implants

Pierre Beaunegre - A Comparison Study of Planned Versus 
Treated Rectal Dose for Prostate SBRT Patients with 
SpaceOAR Hydrogel Implants

Abbey Bennett - Hippocampal Delineation Accuracy by Certified 
Medical Dosimetrists as a Function of Anatomical Education 
Intervention 

Graduate Dissertation, Thesis, and Project Titles

Zachary Casto - Multiple Case Dosimetric Evaluation of  
VMAT Scalp Irradiation using 3D Milled Bolus

Carli Doerr - Evaluation of DIBH Breast Plan Robustness 
Against Isocenter Positioning Uncertainties 

Hanaan Habibulla - Incidence of Work-Related 
Musculoskeletal Disorders in Medical Dosimetry

Courtney Hadsell - The Effect of Measurement Geometry  
on Patient Specific QA Pass/Fail Rates for Stereotactic 
Body Radiation Therapy (SBRT) Plans

John Keefe - Incidence of Work-Related Musculoskeletal 
Disorders in Medical Dosimetry

Dana Koller - VMAT for Large Non-Spherical Anorectal 
Disease: The Implications to Organs at Risk with Static 
Jaw (SJ) Versus Jaw Tracking (JT) Planning Techniques  
in Eclipse 

Haley M. Kroeplin - Dosimetric Evaluation of Collimator 
Angles to Reduce Laryngeal Dose in Base of Tongue 
Treatment Planning for VMAT 

Tiffany G. Lin - A Case Study of Evaluating Bilateral Lung 
Dose for VMAT Treatment Planning Using a Partial 
Sagittal Arc 

Michal Liu - Multiple Case Dosimetric Evaluation of VMAT 
Scalp Irradiation using 3D Milled Bolus

Christopher Maurino - Minimizing Heart Dose in Left Chest 
Wall Patients Using FIF flattening Filter Free with DIBH

Elizabeth McGinnis - Limiting Dose to the Lumbosacral 
Plexus for Pelvic-Paraaortic Cases with VMAT

Timothy Nguyen - Minimizing Heart Dose in Left Chest Wall 
Patients Using FIF flattening Filter Free with DIBH

Brianna V. Niemuth - Dosimetric Evaluation of Collimator 
Angles to Reduce Laryngeal Dose in Base of Tongue 
Treatment Planning for VMAT 

Robert Rohe - Minimizing Clearance Issues with Prone 
Breast Patients on Varian Linear Accelerators through 
Isocenter Placement 

Catherine Sanders - A Comparison of Integral Dose Using 
Physical Ring Versus NTO Dose Fall-off Structures in 
VMAT Prostate Plans

Nicolette Sawicki - Minimizing Heart Dose in Left Chest Wall 
Patients Using FIF flattening Filter Free with DIBH

Joshua Showalter - VMAT for Large Non-Spherical Anorectal 
Disease: The Implications to Organs at Risk with Static  
Jaw (SJ) Versus Jaw Tracking (JT) Planning Techniques  
in Eclipse

Benjamin Smith - Evaluation of DIBH Breast Plan 
Robustness Against Isocenter Positioning Uncertainties 

Hamlet Spears - Hippocampal Delineation Accuracy 
by Certified Medical Dosimetrists as a Function of 
Anatomical Education Intervention

Thomas Sutherland - Limiting Dose to the Lumbosacral 
Plexus for Pelvic-Paraaortic Cases with VMAT

Cory Tuzzo - Evaluation of DIBH Breast Plan Robustness 
Against Isocenter Positioning Uncertainties
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Graduate Dissertation, Thesis, and Project Titles continued

Brandon Van Asten - VMAT for Large Non-Spherical Anorectal 
Disease: The Implications to Organs at Risk with Static Jaw 
(SJ) Versus Jaw Tracking (JT) Planning Techniques in Eclipse 

Michael Wheatley - Limiting Dose to the Lumbosacral Plexus for 
Pelvic-Paraaortic Cases with VMAT

Brandon Williamson - A Case Study of Evaluating Bilateral Lung 
Dose for VMAT Treatment Planning Using a Partial Sagittal 
Arc 

Alicia Wilson - Incidence of Work-Related Musculoskeletal 
Disorders in Medical Dosimetry

Lauren Wilson - Minimizing Clearance Issues with Prone Breast 
Patients on Varian Linear Accelerators through Isocenter 
Placement 

Tenzin Yiga - A Case Study of Evaluating Bilateral Lung Dose for 
VMAT Treatment Planning Using a Partial Sagittal Arc

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, PROFESSIONAL  
AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

Master of Education-Professional Development: 
Educational Leadership
Adam Dow - The Implementation of Collaborative and Proactive 

Solutions Strategies in a Middle School Setting
Megan Roehl - Impact of Intervention and Enrichment on 

Student Achievement
Karina Shaw - Mindfulness Education in First Grade
Natalia Vernezze - Implementing Social Emotional Learning at 

Wilmot Union High School

Master of Education-Professional Development:  
Green Bay Learning Community
Louisa Barman - Supporting Special Education Students with 

Co-Morbid Anxiety Through the Individualized Education 
Program

Mike Chilson - Assessing 21st Century Skills in a Project-Based 
Learning (PBL) Environment 

Kristin Genovese - Effects of Discussion Strategies in the Middle 
School Classroom

Shannon Hall-Torres - The Effect of Community Building on 
Student Sense of Belonging and Emotions Towards School

Vincent Kube - Community Building and the Effect on Student 
Engagement and Achievement

Jamie Lasee - The Body’s Role in the Classroom
Terri Lesjack-Decker - The Effects of Culturally Responsive 

Teaching Techniques on Student Engagement
Kathryn Lonzo - Practical Strategies for Engaging High School 

Students in Computerized Literacy Interventions
Ashley Meyer - Helping Students Reach Optimal States for 

Learning in the Music Classroom: A Brain-Based Approach
Patricia O’Konski - How Co-teaching Structures and 

Relationships can Influence Secondary Classrooms
Rachel Olander - Student Involvement in the IEP Process
Rebecca Olson - Incorporating Trauma-Informed Care into 

the Preschool Aged Classroom and its Effect on Student 
Behaviors

Tracy Quintal - Social and Emotional Learning: How Classroom 
Community-Building Can Positively Affect Student Behaviors

Justin Short - The Impacts of Differentiation on Student 
Engagement in Middle School

Amy Sieber - The Impact of Student Engagement in 
Mathematical Discourse on Mathematical Understanding

Abigail Vosters - The Effects of Co-Teaching on Student 
Achievement

Melissa Welsing - The Impact of Standards-Based Grading 
on Student Engagement in Learning and Supporting 
Equitable Grading Practices in Secondary Education

Laura Younkle - Improving Students’ Numerical Structuring

Master of Education-Professional Development:  
La Crosse Learning Community
Rachel Arch - The Benefits and Limitations of Mindfulness 

Based Interventions
Bethany Baumgartner - Strategies to Improve Students’ 

Ability in Math
Donah Callaway - Does Eating Breakfast in the Academic 

Success Classroom Affect Motivation & Academic 
Performance & Does it Create a Sense of Community?

Lauren Cody-Moore - The Effects of Incorporating 
Mindfulness-Based Practices into an Elementary 
Classroom

Kristin Dulinsky - Effective Math Interventions
Kathryn Fink - Teacher Feedback using Rubrics and Impact 

on Student Achievement in Mathematics
Thomas Fuller - The Effects of Daily Fitness Warm up on 

Student FITNESSGRAM scores
Katelyn Hoffman - Using Personality Testing for Classroom 

Grouping
Marissa Korson - Effects of Integrated Social-Emotional 

Practices on Students’ Academic. Social and Emotional 
Competencies 

Kristin Lee - Using Extension Projects in the Classroom
Xeng Lee - How Does Goal Setting Affect Student’s 

Motivation?
Lucas Levendoski - Using Anchoring Phenomenon in a 

Science Classroom to Boost Student Engagement
Ryan Mandel - The Impact of Student Cognizance of 

Learning Targets on Engagement and Achievement 
Kristy Mc Millen - Improving Student Achievement through 

Writer’s Workshop
Hannah Saphner - The Effects of Using Creativity to Manage 

Student Behaviors
Kristina Stridde - How Does Successful Academic, Social, 

and Emotional Learning Take Place in the Classroom After 
a Traumatic Societal Event? 

Katelyn Vroman - Differentiation Strategies in a 5th Grade 
Math Classroom

Katy Weber - The Effects of Initial Scaffolding on Multi-Age 
Middle School Students’ Achievement in Problem-Solving

Master of Education-Professional Development: Online 
Learning Community

Hannah Bauer - Mindfulness and its Effects on Behavior in 
the Elementary Classroom 

University of Wisconsin System Board of Regents

FIRST DESTINATION SURVEY 
Graduates, please tell us about your post-graduate 

career plans.  Share the good news at 
www.uwlax.edu/hired

The survey will take less than five minutes  
and is completely confidential.   

Jenna Buss - How Daily School Schedule Impacts Students in 
Mathematics

Christina Cassano - The Effects of Choice on Middle School 
Student Interest

Lisa Colburn - Using Mindfulness to Develop Learning in the 
Secondary Classroom

Hannah Evers - The Effects of a Constructivist Approach on 
Second Language Proficiency 

Anna Kass - Reaching & Teaching the Exceptional Learner in the 
General Education Classroom

Julia Massino - The Impact of Strategies that Best Benefit Third-
Grade Students’ Reading Development

Ashley Rossman - Using Co-teaching to Impact Student 
Learning in a Secondary Classroom

Joe Stodola - How Do Breaks Affect Student Engagement?
Cortney Street - What Effect Does a Growth Mindset have on 

Academic Achievement in the Classroom?
Sara Swenson - Using Student Feedback to Improve Teaching
Logan Thole - The Impact of Project-Based Learning Strategies 

on Elementary Student Learning
Andrea Wiesner - How Play Impacts Student Learning

Master of Science in Education – Educational 
Leadership/Director of Instructor
Ashlee Gordon - Teacher Versus Student Led Classroom 

Engagement
Laurie Peterson - Enhancing Parent/School Partnerships and 

Communication in an Alternative High School
Ryan Zunker - How to Retain and Attract Excellent Educators

Master of Science in Education – Reading Teacher
Debra Barreau - Providing Direct Phonemic Awareness and 

Phonics Instruction Using Supplemental Activities and 
Various Modalities to Increase Reading Assessment Scores

Anna Berg - The Benefits of Teaching Sight Words Through 
Phonics Instruction

Nicole Bloom - Teaching Language Skills Through Music to 
Improve Reading Abilities

Michelle Briner - Implicit Verses Explicit instruction in Word 
Knowledge Like the Program Words Their Way

Maria Klema - The Transfer Skill on 3rd & 4th Graders Using 
Explicit Phonics Instruction 

Megan Long - Play-Based Centers in Kindergarten: Sight 
Words

Catherine Pierre - The Impact of Social Emotional Learning 
Student-Led Book Clubs on Engagement in Reading and 
Discussion

Krista Tardiff - The Effects of Guided Reading Groups on 
Second Graders’ Fluency and Comprehension

Shannon Wells - Focused Spelling Instruction for Increased 
Growth in Phonemic Awareness and Reading

Master of Science in Education – Reading  
Teacher/Specialist
Darla Ahrendt - The Different Types of Student Grouping in 

Small Group Reading Instruction that have the Greatest 
Impact on Second Grade Reading Achievement

Allyson Borst - How Sight Word Knowledge Affects Reading 
Abilities in Kindergarten Students

Katelyn Hauer - The Effects of Interactive Read-Alouds on 
Student Comprehension 

Erin Sullivan - The Impact of Interactive Writing on 
Kindergartners’ Math Problem-Solving Skills

Andrew S. Petersen, President
Michael M. Grebe, Vice President

Robert Atwell
Scott Beightol

Amy Blumenfeld Bogost
Héctor Colón
José Delgado

Eve Hall
Mike Jones

Tracey L. Klein
Becky Levzow

Edmund Manydeeds III
Cris Peterson
Corey Saffold

Carolyn Stanford Taylor
Karen Walsh

Kyle M. Weatherly
Olivia Woodmansee
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The Alma Mater

Morning sun greets many banners
On its westward way,
Fair to us above all others 
Waves maroon and gray.

Colors dear, flag we love
Float for aye;
Old La Crosse to thee,
May we all be ever loyal
To thy memory.




